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SIR; 


HE diftinguiſhing marks of 

civility, which I received at 

| your hands during the ſtay I made 
ſome time ſince at Edinburgh, have 

induced me to offer the Glowing 

tranſlation, as a ſmall token of = 
reſpe& I owe you on many accounts. 
Indeed I could not ſo properly de- 
dicate it to any one in Britain as to 
yourſelf : for (not to mention the 
Juſt claim you have to my acknow- 
ledgements for the opportunities I 
have enjoyed of improving in my 
profeſſion under your auſpices) you 
are likewiſe entitled to the thanks 
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of the author, as having already i aA 
the moſt effectual and diſtinguiſhed 


manner patronized his work, while 


it was in its native dreſs, by recom- 


mending it publicly to your diſci- 


ples.: = if it ſhould now make its 


way in the world in its preſent diſ- 
guiſe, it will perhaps be more ow- 
ing to the force of your recom- 
mendation, than to its own merits; 
which, however great, might have 
been eie totally obſcured by 
the defects of the tranſlator. Theſe 


defects, however, I humbly preſume, 


lie chiefly in the ſtile; and as they 
could not be well avoided (the 
tranſlation having been made ſeveral 
years ago in the midſt of Germany, 
when the tranſlator had poſſibly, 
by a long abode in foreign countries, 
ſubſtituted the idioms of their lan- 
guages for thoſe of his mother tongue) 
it is to be hoped, they will find 
excuſe with you and the public. 


Indeed 
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Indeed w hat T have principally aimed 
at in this'tranſlation is not elegance, 
but exactneſs; the former being by 
no means neceſſary i in a work of this ; 

nature: though the author has diſ- 


played 1 in this treatiſe a purity and 


elegance of ſtile, which have con- 


tributed to place him in the farſt 
claſs of German writers; and indeed 
has frequently indulged himſelf 
(agreeably to the genius of his coun- 
trymen) in ſuch high flights of me- 
taphorical expreſſion and poetical 
language, as I have not in general 
ventured to imitate. But to do real 
Juſtice to his work, would require 
much more leiſure, than my preſent 
occupations will allow : I have only 
been able to make a curſory review 
of it, and for the reſt muſt rely on 
your patronage for its favourable 
reception with the public; with 
which it will have the additional 
merit of being the only treatiſe, be- 
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your exce 
rion of the di 
the following pages; which are here 
ſubmitted to your indulgent inſpe 
tion, with the greateſt deference 
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HE following treatiſe was written 

originally i in the German language 
by Dr Zimmerman, a Swiſs phyfician, a 
friend and diſciple of the great Haller, 
and not more admired by his countrymen 
for the beauty of his ſtile and force of ex- 
preſſion, than for his great inſight into the 
theory and practice of phyſic. He is the 
author of an univerſally admired work on 
Experience in Medicine, of which he has 
already publiſhed two volumes, and has 
promiſed a continuation, that is impa- 
tiently expected by the public. The Ger- 
mans are ſo ſenſible of his merit, that ſome 
time before the publication of the above- 
mentioned production he was invited to 
fill the practical chair in his Majeſty s uni- 
verſity of Gottingen, which honour he 
however declined. The work, of which 
the following pages are a tranſlation, was 


chiefly intended by its public-ſpirited au- 
thor 


. 2 4 
thor to diflipate the prejudices of his coun- 
trymen (eſpecially thoſe of the lower claſs) 
with regard to the treatment to be uſed in 
the dyſentery. That part of it the tranſlator 
has omitted ; and has occaſionally abridged 
| ſome other parts of the work, which did 
not immediately reſpect the principal ſub- 
ject. As to the ſtile, the tranſlator is very 
ſenſible of his defects in that point, owing 
principally to his abſence from his native 
country; but hopes for indulgence from 
the public, to which he was ambitious of 
being ſerviceable in any reſpect, 
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Deſcription of the DIS ORDER. 
HE dyſentery has raged this year in 
the canton of Bern, in the marquiſate 
of Torgau, in divers other parts of 
Switzerland, and in Swabia. It has been alſo very 


formidable in thoſe diſtricts of Upper-Auſtria, 
which lie neareſt to us. 


It made its firſt appearance in the month of 
June; in Auguſt and September roſe to its high- 
eſt pitch; in the beginning of October loſt 
ground in all parts; and, in the middle of this 
month, generally ſpeaking, made its exit. 
Though ſtill, in the middle of November, ſome 
here and there were ſeized with this diſorder ; 
and even during the ſevereſt cold in December, 
B ” and 
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and January 1766, I ſaw people who were at- 


tacked by a gentle dyſentery : in like manner, 
about this time, under the ſame conſtitution 
of the air, the putrid fever, as it is called among 
us, and particularly the putrid pleuriſy, began 
their ravages, principally in Lauſanne, and ex- 
tended them wide around as far as our canton, 
and the neighbouring provinces of Upper-Au- 
ſtria and Swabia. 


Many were taken with this malady, without 
the leaſt preceding ſymptom, and that chiefly 
in deſperate caſes; in others, it gave tokens 
of its approach before hand, and came on by 
degrees. 


All thoſe who were violently diſordered, were 
ſeized at firſt with an univerſal chill, which had 
different degrees of duration; ſometimes it was 
long and very violent, many had only a ſmall 
paroxyſm, with many it returned in the courſe 
of the fever, and went off in a hot fit. All of 
them felt likewiſe an extreme laſſitude over the 
whole body, at the firſt coming on of the diſ- 
order, and that generally in the back and loins. 
The cholic came on immediately at the begin- 
ning, with great violence; but the evacuation, 
with ſome people, did not follow ſo quick 
many were at firſt even bound, theſe had vio- 
lent 
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lent tormina, and were in a much worſe condi- 
tion, than thoſe who were obliged directly to 
hury to ſtool. 


Almoſt every one, on their firſt being ſeized, 
complained of a bitterneſs in the mouth, and a 
continual inclination to vomit. Many brought 
up, juſt after the cold fit, a bilious matter; ſome 
vomited very violently the firſt day, and were 
relieved by 1 it; many had this propenſity to vos 
mit, even in the progreſs of the diſeaſe, and con- 
tinued to caſt up with great benefit till the fourth 
day. Such as from the firſt had ſought for re- 
fuge in wine, and other hot things, brought uß 
every thing they took into their ſtomachs, al- 
moſt every day, complained of the heart- burn, 
and were in the greateſt danger. 


The hot fit followed immediately after the 
cold; and in very bad caſes, ſome had the firſt 
day an intolerable head-ach. The fever at firſt 
appeared to be ſmall in moſt, but in the courſe 
of the diſorder, was ſtill more and more conſi- 
derable; yet in the moſt violent ſpecies, and 
where there was the moſt danger, it was at times 
not obſervable, and the pulſe infinitely weak; 
in leſs violent kinds, the fever was often very 
high: I ſaw too, in ſome, even at the firſt day, 
a perfe& delirium; in others, a continual lethar- 

- B 2 | | 875 . 
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and January 1766, I ſaw people who were at- 
tacked by a gentle dyſentery : in like manner, 
about this time, under the ſame conſtitution 
of the air, the putrid fever, as it is called among 
us, and particularly the putrid pleuriſy, began 
their ravages, principally in Lauſanne, and ex- 
tended them wide around as far as our canton, 


and the neighbouring provinces of Upper-Au- 
ſtria and Swabia. 


Many were taken with this malady, without 
the leaſt preceding ſymptom, and that chiefly 
in deſperate caſes; in others, it gave tokens 
of its approach before hand, and came on by 
deprevs.. — 


All thoſe who were violently difordered, were 
ſeized at firſt with an univerſal chill, which had 
different degrees of duration; ſometimes it was 
long and very violent, many had only a ſmall 
paroxyſm, with many it returned in the courſe 
of the fever, and went off in a hot fit. All of 
them felt likewiſe an extreme laſſitude over the 
whole body, at the firſt coming on of the diſ- 
order, and that generally in the back and loins. 
The cholic came on immediately at the begin- 
ning, with great violence; but the evacuation, 
with ſome people, did not follow ſo quick; 
many were at firſt even bound, theſe had vio- 

lent 
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lent tormina, and were in a much worſe condi- 


tion, than thoſe who were obliged directiy to 
hurry to ſtool. 


Almoſt every one, on their firſt being ſeized, 
complained of a bitterneſs in the mouth, and a 
continual inclination to vomit. Many brought 
up, juſt after the cold fit, a bilious matter ; ſome 
vomited very violently the firſt day, and were 
relieved by it; many had this propenſity to vos 
mit, even in the progreſs of the diſeaſe, and con- 
tinued to caſt up with great benefit till the fourth 
day. Such as from the firſt had ſought for re- 
fuge in wine, and other hot things, brought up 
every thing they took into their ſtomachs, al- 
moſt every day, complained of the heart- burn, 
and were in the greateſt danger. 


The hot fit followed immediately after the 
cold; and in very bad caſes, ſome had the firſt 
day an intolerable head- ach. The fever at firſt 
appeared to be ſmall in moſt, but in the courſe 
of the diſorder, was ſtill more and more conſi- 
derable; yet in the moſt violent ſpecies, and 
where there was the moſt danger, it was at times 
not obſervable, and the pulſe infinitely weak; 
in leſs violent kinds, the fever was often very 
high: I ſaw too, in ſome, even at the firſt day, 
a perfect delirium; in others, a continual lethar- 
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gy⸗ which accompanied many in deſperate caſes; 


and was particularly conſtant in children. The 


| diſeaſe was very favourable in ſome, after a light 


attack: theſe had little fever in the beginning, 


and their ſtools, even the third day, continued 


to be yellow, and very little offenſive; but af- 


ter that time, they began to complain of a bit- 
ter taſte in their mouths, and the violence of the 
fever increaſedwith, the increaſing diſcolouration 


of their ſtools. 


I always found the excrements thin; but very of- 
ten viſcous, and that even at the beginning of the 
diſorder. With ſome, they were quite bloody 
the firſt day, with others, later: in thoſe that 


were ſeverely attacked, as well as young children, 


they were mixed from the beginning, with grumous 
blood. I have ſeen children, from whom, in the firſt 


days of the malady, the blood has flowed inſtreams 


down their legs; juſt after appeared a quite 
green matter, and this gave place to a red: with 
moſt, the excrements were at the ſame time 
white, red, yellow, brown, green, and ſome- 
times even black, for the molt part yielding a 
very bad ſmell, which was at times perfectly ca- 
daverous. The excretions in ſome, who had 
taken no medicine, remained for a whole week 
quite white, and came away without pain a week 


after that, red, with great pain; and throughout 


{eyeral. 


% 
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ſeveral ſucceeding weeks, red, "Ons: and very 


little painful. 


In ſight indiſpoſitions, the patients went to 
ſtool about fifteen or twenty times a day, and 
many forty or fifty. I ſaw, and even cured 
ſome, that in the ſpace of twelve hours, had 
from an hundred and fifty to two hundred ſtools, 
and whoſe evacuations came ſo quick one upon 
another, that one would have thought their whole 
inſide was coming out at their fundament. 


The tormina were always more violent before 
going to ſtool, and I thought my patients very 
well off, when the pains remitted after evacua- 


tion; in many they were very ſharp, and in ſe- 


vere illneſſes drove the patient almoſt to deſpair, 


They were accompanied in the courſe of the diſ- 


order, by a ſmart pain in the back, ſometimes 
a heat of urine, and in moſt perſons by a te- 
neſmus. 


In the worſt ſpecies, the cheſt was oppreſſed. 
In all kinds I found the appetite and natural 
fleep entirely gone: moſt had an inextinguiſh- 
able thirſt, and the greateſt part were obliged 
to keep their beds, by reaſon of their extreme 


feebleneſs; many were inconceivably weak, and 


at times tainted away. There were, however, 
B 3 {ome 
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ſome who were able to fit up out of bed; and 
many, in light indiſpoſitions, walked about. 
Many ſweated, but without benefit. 


The bad ſorts of this dyſentery laſted ſome- 
times from fourteen to ſixteen days, eſpecially 
when proper evacuations could not be made du- 
ring the firſt days of the diſorder ; though moſt 
of my patients recovered in five or ſix days. 
There appeared in ſome, that were very hard 
| beſet by the diſorder, a raſh on the mouth and 
tongue, in others, all over the abdomen, and in 
others, all over the body; ; though the diſeaſe, 
in reality, was as good as cured. In one ſingle 
ſubject, I ſaw, after a happy and perfect cure, a 
prolapſus of the rectum. I have not experienced 
a relapſe in any of my patients, excepting two 
in one perſon ; the firſt proceeding from a vio- 
lent fit of anger, and the other, becauſe he got 
out of bed in the night, and was forced to run 
about the ſtreets ſeveral times in a hard ſhower 
of rain. 


They who were the moſt dangerouſly ill, had a 
regular miliary eruption, and at the ſame time, ul- 
cers about the body, at a time when the diſorder was 


at its greateſt height, if they had not taken the 


purging medicine that was ordered. The great- 
elt misfortune that attended very young chil- 
; dren, 


it _—_— MSC —— 
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lil- 
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dren, who were very ſeverely ſeized by this ma- 
lady, conſiſted in the ſpaſmodic contractions 
of the nerves, which came on at its firſt com- 


mencement, and by which they were immedi- 


ately deprived of all ſenſation, 


When the diſeaſe terminated fatally, the tor- 
mina did not remit after going to ſtool, but 
were every day more and more intolerable, and 
the ſtools remained equal in number; a hic- 
cough, at times a vomiting, and ſwelling of 
the abdomen next followed, and laſtly, the cho- 


lic pains ceaſed, Death brought up the rear, 


(eſpecially with them who had drank freely of 
wine) as early as the fifth, eighth, nineth, and 


fourteenth day, and ſometimes later, 


They that in ſevere caſes, only took medi- 
cines in the beginning of the diſtemper, and 
afterwards laid them aſide, were in very great 
danger; and though they took to them again 
in ſix or eight days, yet {till they continued a 
long time ill, if at length they did not happen 
to die. Many that took no medicines at all, 
had a gentle, but tedious dyſentery ; gripes, 
teneſmus, and alſo blood mixed with their ex- 
cretions, which otherwiſe had only been ſlimy; 
great wearineſs in the members, frequent re- 


turns of the cold fit, violent ſweats, indigeſtion, 
B 4 _ 
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and pains in the ſtomach from every thing they 
eat. Others were haraſſed with a flying gout; 
others, among whom were likewiſe children, 
with a dropſy; others, again, with obſtinate 
ſwellings in the feet; and with others, from 
whom the evil ſeemed to go away of itſelf, ſtill 
3 remained a great pain in the loins, and a rheu- 
miatiſm in the joints, 


The more favourable ſpecies of the dyſentery, 
ſhewed themſelves by an univerſal languor, a 
ſhivering, ſome propenſity to vomit, a cholic of 
no very long continuance, and much leſs fre- 
quent, as well as leſs griping ſtools. The ex- 
crements were for the moſt part white, and their 
food came away undigeſted ; the blood did not 
appear till after ſome days, or elſe the ſigns of 

it were hardly to be perceived. 


| Some, in the beginning or end of the epide- 
my, eſpecially thoſe who lived towards the 
boundaries of its ravages, were only troubled 
with a violent griping, which continued five or 
ſix days, and ſometimes a fortnight, without 
purging, but rather a conſtipation of the belly: 

though when J had given them ſomething open- 

ing, I found their excretions mixed with blood 

and white like pus. Such as had taken no me- 

| i | dicine 
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dicine in theſe circumſtances, fell i into a moſt 
dreadful 3 0 


Many ry a mere griping Ae which 
ſtaid with moſt perſons but a few days, in which, 
however, I tound the excrements frothy, and 
mixed with gall. A purging of this kind re- 
mained fix weeks with a lad, to whom I pur- 
poſely gave no medicines, as I hoped, that by 
means of this, he would be rid of a different 
kind of diſtemper, which returned upon him 
every year; which accordingly happened. 


Some, that were not attacked by the dyſen- 
tery, where it had raged, but had attended on 
thoſe that were ſick of this diſorder, or lived 
in the houſe with them, at the end of the epi- 
demy were plagued with large boils on the 
breaſt, under the arms, on the knees, and legs; 
ſome had them on the head, and over their 
whole body; many, inſtead of boils, had great 


white bladders: yet none of theſe people kept 
their beds. 


I have ken the whole of theſe remarks from 
obſervations made by myſelf, and that not with 
a ſuperficial inattentive eye, but with all the 
exactneſs that the object of my profeſſion re- 
quired; and though, without doubt, this does 

not 


? . 


not comprehend every thing that other phyſi- 
cians might have ſeen during our epidemy, yet 
is it quite ſufficient for my purpoſe. 


S 


Explication of the DIs OoRDER. 
YDEN HA M's noted obſervation on the 
cloſe connexion between the epidemical 
diforders of the ſame year, was fully verified 
here. After an aſtoniſhing number of putrid 
fevers, followed the dyſentery, ended like- 
wiſe with a putrid fever. 


Many thouſands of people in Switzerland, 
and chiefly in the canton of Bern, were from the 
end of the year 1764, to Eaſter 1763, and ſtill 
later, attacked with a putrid fever, which, for 
the moſt part, attacked the breaſt, and had the 
appearance of a pleuriſy; though ſometimes the 
hver was likewiſe ulcerated, or the inteſtines af- 
fected with a gangrene, after which even the heart 
was found inflamed and gangrened : theſe laſt 
caſes, however, were very rare, and the diſtem- 
per fixed itſelf moſtly on the breaſt. In April 
and May 1765, it ſhewed itſelf at the fulleſt. 
in our parts ; I alſo ſaw even in June, ſome fick 


of 
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of the putrid fever at the very ſame time, and 
in the ſame villages in which the dyſentery firſt 
began. In the ſame manner, at the going off 
of the putrid fever that ravaged with ſuch vio» 
lence in and about Lauſanne, in the year 1965, 


a dyſentery followed of the very 'ſame com- 


plexion, which like that too became epidemic 
in harveſt time, 


The analogy of our dyſentery, with the pre- 
ceding epidemical putrid fever, appeared from 
the reſemblance of the ſymptoms in each dif 
order, of the method of cure that was the moſt 
ſucceſsful in both, and even of the effects that 


followed the errors therein committed. 


The putrid fever in May 1765, ſeized on - 
the children and adults in my neighbourhood, 
ſo very ſuddenly, that they were perfectly in 
health, and extremely ill, within the ſpace of 


a quarter of an hour; though I have for ſome 


days before the real attack, remarked a great 
ſenſation of cold in the hands and feet of ſome 
of my patients, together with a ſnivering, but for 
the moſt part the aſſault manifeſted itſelf very 


| ſuddenly : it was juſt the ſame in the dyſentery. 


In the putrid fever, all thoſe that were violently 
ill, had in the beginning an univerſal chill, 
which had different degrees of duration, and 

| ſometimes 


145 | A TREATISE :on 
| ſometimes it was long and very violent; many 
had only a ſmall paroxyſm ; with many it re- 
turned from time to time in the courſe of the fe- 
ver, and went off in a hot fit: the ſame things 
happened in the dyſentery. In the putrid fever, 
every one at the firſt coming on of the diſorder, 
felt a pain in all their joints, as if they had been 


bruiſed, and eſpecially in the back and loins: 


the lame 1 in the 1 


In the putrid fever, almoſt every one on their 
| firſt being ſeized, complained of a bitterneſs in 
the mouth, and a continual inclination to vo- 
mit. Many brought up, juſt after the cold fir, 


a bilious matter; ſome vomited very violently 


the firſt day, and were relieved by it; many 


had this propenſity to vomit, even in the pro- 


greſs of the diſeaſe : the ſame happened in the 
dyſentery. In the putrid fever, the hot fit fol- 
lowed immediately upon the cold, and very 
often an intolerable head-ach. The fever at 
firſt appeared to be ſmall in moſt, if they did 
not directly heat themſelves with wine and bran- 
dy, but in the courſe of the diſorder was till 
more and more conſiderable; though in very 


deſperate caſes, it had a fly, deceitful, flow - 


manner, at the ſame time the pulſe was very 
weak; ſome that were in great danger, fell in- 
to a lethargy : the very ſame happened in the 
dyſen- 


% F 
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dyſentery. In the putrid fever, the expecto- 
rated matter was tinged with gall, and at times 
with blood; the ſtools were yellow, green, 
dark-brown, of a putrid, intolerably ſtink- 
ing, and ſometimes cadaverous ſmell: the 
ſame happened in the dyſentery. In the pu- 
trid fever, the excretions being mingled with 
blood, was no ſign at all of inflammation, as the 
blood diſappeared after taking the emetic: the 
ſame held good, with regard to the ſtools in the 


dyſentery. In the putrid fever, the appetite and 


natural ſleep were almoſt entirely gone; in bad 
caſes, the feebleneſs was inexpreſſible the very 
firſt day; the patients were frequently ſeized with 
faintings; the profuſe ſweat that I remarked 
throughout the whole courſe of the diſtemper in 
thoſe patients, who had neglected to take a 
purge at the beginning, was of no ſervice; gave 
not the leaſt relief, was evidently ſymptoma- 
tic, and never critical: I ſaw the very ſame thing 


in the dyſentery. 


In the putric fever, during the progreſs of an 


illneſs, that continued ſomething longer than 


uſual, a miliary eruption broke out, and ſome- 
times large exanthemata, that came to ſuppura- 
tion, if the bilious matter was not purged off in 
great quantity, directly at the beginning; ſome- 


times this raſh was taken away by a purging, 
| 4 that 


14 A TREATISE ou 
that came of itſelf. In Solothurn it diſappears 
ed directly, when at the commencement of the 
illneſs, recourſe was had to emetics; it is alſo, 
according to the numerous obſervations I have 
lately made in that city again, every where 
about, ſince people have endeavoured to throw 
it out in all putrid fevers, during the ſpace of 
many weeks; which makes it palpably evident, 
that the miliary eruption in ſuch caſes, is very 
often nothing more than an accidental effe& of 
a diſeaſe not well looked after, and therefore is 
not critical, but the fruit of the method of cure. 
Already, in the beginning of this century, it 
has been obſerved in Breſlau, that a mortal mi- 
liary eruption, has ſometimes appeared out like- 
wiſe in the dyſentery; in that of Nimeguen, in 
1736, the miliary eruption was frequently re- 
marked at the end of the diſorder; in the dy- 
ſentery that was epidemic in Zurick, 1764, mi- 
tary puſtules broke out ſometimes on the day 
.of the patient's death. In our dyſentery, I faw 
a very dangerous ſymptomatic miliary eruption, 
in ſuch, as in the beginning, had not taken the 
Purge according to orders; and a harmleſs cri- 
tical breaking out in ſuch, as had happily got 
over a violent dyſentery. , 


In the putrid fever, the phyſicians were afraid 
bt IgE dhe cure of the diſorder to the evacua- 
tions 


Wed 
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tions made by nature herſelf, as art was found 
to effect them much better than nature; it was 
the ſame in our dyſentery. In the putrid fever, 
an inflammation ſometimes joined itſelf with 
other effects of putrid matter; theſe caſes were 
extremely dangerous; a ſhort time too before 
death, the abdomen was obſerved to ſwell, and 
a gangrene on the inflamed part: it was the 
ſame in the dyſentery. In the putrid fever, 1 
have often remarked, that the diſorder was of 
long continuance, when the patient, on account 
of his weakneſs (which proceeded from that 
very cauſe) would not allow the phyſician to 


D 


purge his body perfectly of its bilious matter; 


and afterwards remove fully, by the uſe of pro- 
per means, the perhaps remaining corruption 
of the humours; I have remarked too, that the 
whole cure was unſtable and imperfect, when 
they often changed their medicines, and did not 
continue long enough a well indicated remedy. 
The ſame I ſaw in the dyſentery. 


At the time that the putrid fever reigned, 
there were likewiſe many ſlight indiſpoſitions, 
reſembling the other in miniature, which were 
of the ſame nature, but attended with infinitely 
lighter ſymptoms, were eaſily cured, and even 
vaniſhed of themſelves without the help of me- 
dicine : the very ſame happened in the dyſen- 


5 7 cery. 
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tery. The boils and large white bladders, that 


were obſerved towards the end of the epidemy, 


in thoſe that 1 emained free : from the dyſen- 


tery, were beſides well worth notice; theſe, 


however, ſhewed alſo a corruption of the hu- 


mours. 22 et, 


$ 


es the putrid fever, all depended on the 
ſpeedy evacuation of the bilious matter. The 


fever kept off, as ſoon as the corrupt matter 


was for certainty purged out of the body; ſo 
that after this manner, the cure of this other- 


wiſe dreadful diſorder, appeared to me not in 
the leaſt difficult, for I have cured a great many 
putrid fevers, in two, three, four, five, and ſix 
days: a ſtrong proof that a good method of 
cure is the beſt ſpecific. I made no ſcruple of 
procuring farther evacuations, when the dan- 
ger. appeared very great, and other. phyſicians 
would have abſolutely given the patient over to 


his fate; for in the greateſt weakneſſes, I gave 


emetics with the beſt effects, on the eleventh, 
and even after the twentieth day. I have alſo 
taken away bad conſequences of the putrid fe- 
ver, by purgatives; for example, an extraordi- 
nary obſtinate cough, with the ſulphur auratum 
antimonii: all this happened with the ſame ſuc- 
ceſs in the dyſentery. | 


! 


In 
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In the putrid fever, I reckoned among my 
capital remedies, ipecacuanha, tamarinds, cream 
of tartar, all vegetable acids, and the ſulphur 
auratum antimonii: in the dyſentery, theſe ſame 
remedies had the beſt effects, and inſtead of ſul- 
phur auratum antimonii, I made uſe of the vi- 
trum ceratum, with the greateſt ſucceſs. 


In the putrid fever, I was under the greateſt 
apprehenſions, when every thing inclined for the 
beſt, as at that time the patient, or the aſſiſtants, 
very eaſily committed an error in the non-natu- 
Wy rals, that became mortal: I feared the very 
WF ſame thing, for like cauſes, and with equal rea- 
ſon, in the dyſentery. For in the putrid fever, 
l found wine, juſt as in the dyſentery, "oy hurt= 
fol and dangerous. 


But I diſcovered the moſt ſtriking reſemblance 
between our putrid fever and dyſentery, in the 
manner, in which, after the uſe of the before- 
mentioned remedies, the ſymptoms of the putrid 
tever vaniſhed by degrees; and on the neglect 
of theſe, or uſe of medicines of a contrary na- 
ture, became obſtinate, and again got the upper 
hand : in ſhort, in the manner in which they 
appeared under different ſhapes, and degenerat- 


ed into the moſt dreadful ſymptoms, when the 
& patient 


„ — 
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patient did not do his duty, fo well as the phy. 
„ai 5 Ss 


From this perfect reſemblance of the putrid 
fever with our dyſeatery, we can therefore moſt 
clearly determine the ſpecies of this laſt men- 
tioned diſorder. The reader fees, without my 
reminding him, that our dyſentery was ac- 
companied with a bilious, or, as it is called, 
putrid fever. | | 


As the putrid fever was only catching in cer- 
tain circumſtances, fo our dyſentery was of itſelf 
not contagious. I have ſeen a great many peo- 
ple keep company with the ſick, without any 
detriment to themſelves; but many followed at 
the ſame time the advice I gave them for avoiding 
the infection; ſeveral did not follow it, and yet 
were not infected. In many houſes almoſt every 
body was ill, and that not at once, but one after 
another; in many, I ſaw only one perſon ſick. 
I do not indeed wonder, that one ſhould be in- 
fected, and another not, as the conſtitution of 
the body, and even of the mind, can make one 
man much more ſubje& to infection than ano- 
ther. The power of contagion in the dyſentery, 
is alſo very different; while in an epidemical dy- 
ſentery, that is, otherwiſe attended with a putrid 
fever, the diſtemper may differ very much, ac- 

COrains 
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cording to the degree of the putrefaction; all 
thoſe that were dangerouſly ill of our dyſentery, 
had the putrid fever in the higheſt degree; on 
the contrary, in ſome gentle caſes, many had 


not the leaſt ſymptom of it, nor were their 


ſtools in fo great a degree offenſive. Now the 
contagious power of the dyſentery, lies chiefly in 
the excrements; for the mere ſmell of them, has 
often communicated the dyſentery to men. in 
perfect health, and even beaſts; Dr. Pringle 
even ſaw one that proceeded from the bare ſmell- 
ing to blood that was putrified, by being kept in 
ſtopt bottles; as in general the effluvia from pu- 
trid blood, are more apt to cauſe a dyſentery, 
than any other malady. And even though one 
ſtop one's noſe, one is not ſecure from infection; 
for the putrid vapours adhere to one's cloaths, 
and when they are in a high degree contagious, 
are thus communicated from one perſon to ano- 
ther; while, at the ſame time, he that has the 


doaths on his back, is perhaps not in the leaſt 


infected. The foetus was naturally infected in 
our dyſentery, when the mother lay fick of it 
herſelf: a woman in the city of Frawenfield, 
that was troubled with this diſorder, a fortnight. 
before and after ſhe was brought to bed, brought 
her child likewiſe into the world infected with 
the ſame, and it died three days after : but this 
caſe proves nothing at all, In general, it ap- 
mY peared 


* 
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peared to me, that our dyſentery became con- 
tagious purely through naſtineſs, and the croud- 
ing many people together in a ſmall ſpace, but 
was by no means ſo of itſelf; for though many 
were attacked with it at once, this ſeems to pro- 
ceed from a more univerſal, and widely different 
cauſe, which operated at once on every one. 


After this exact determination of the ſpecies, 

under which our diſtemper ſhould be ranged, 
I betake myſelf, with the greateſt fear and cau- 
tion, to enquire into its remote and proximate 
cauſes, as they are called, People of narrow 
capacities, who think that learning conſiſts in 

knowing every thing, will be very ill content 
with this enquiry. LI on the contrary, muſt here in 
many things, as on moſt ſubjects in every thing, 
confeſs my ignorance ; ſince it is much wiſer, as MI 
well as better, to obſerve narrowly the works of 
nature, than to explain their cauſes by arbi- 


trary hypotheſes. 


The weather this year ſeemed perfectly fa- 
vourable to this dyſentery. The air was in June 
very inconſtant, but for the moſt part humid; 
and when the ſun broke forth, there enſued a 
ſuffocating heat: July was full as changeable; 
but the heat never roſe to ſo high. a pitch: Au- 


guſt was, during the better half, cloudy and 
rainy 3 
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rainy 3 afterwards the days were fine and very 
warm, and at the ſame time the nights extreme- 


| Ely cold: till the middle of September, and lon- 


ger, the ſky was continually clear; at noon, it 
was extraordinary hot, in the morning, even- 


g ing, and chiefly throughout the whole night, 


intolerably cold, after ward the air grew foggy, 
damp, and cool; and we had fine weather and rain 
by turns: October was very variable, though for 
the moſt part cool; and the cloſe of the month 
was ſtormy, rainy, and pretty cold. By means of 
theſe great changes from heat to cold, the perſpi- 


ration was by turns firſt promoted, and afterwards 


on that very account the more violently checked; 
thus the putrid ſcum of our bodies remained for 
the moſt part behind, and was forced to empty 
itfelf into the inner cavities. TI have, indeed, re- 
marked, that thoſe chiefly were taken with the 
dyſentery, who after having very much heated 
themſelves, cooled themſelves directly after; eſ- 
pecially ſuch as drank great quantities of cold 
water, when they were in a profuſe ſweat. This 
ſeemed to be the reaſon, that moſt of our pea- 
jants fell ſick of the dyſentery. 


In nel it is not the cold that follows 
on heat, and remains, but that which ſucceeds 
heat, and gives place to it by fits, that is con- 
lidered as the cauſe of the dyſentery. The cold 

C 3 air 
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air before ſun-riſe, which is followed by a 
ſcorching heat at noon, after which the nights are 
again cold and damp, are thought to be the 
principal occaſions of the malignant diſeaſes of 
the army in Hungary; and in particular, the rea- 
ſon why autumnal fevers and dyſenteries are 
more frequent and violent in that country than 
elſewhere. Now we had, this year, ſuch wea- 
ther for the moſt part, where the dyſentery was 
moſt violent; but in a great many places, in the 
ſame weather, and at the ſame time, it was not 
remarked; it came on alſo, when this change 
from heat to cold was not at all obſerved. Some- 
times it made its appearance, when in the be · 
ginning of the ſpring, a ſudden heat enſued af. 1 
ter a great cold; and on the contrary, the paſ- , 
ſengers in the Dutch ſhips, ſaw both the diar- 
rhœa and the dyſentery increaſe, in proportion i 
to the coldneſs of the countries they paſſed 
through ; though otherwiſe, the epidemy of the 
dyſentery was moſtly ſtopt by the approach of 
the cold, The hippocratic (if I may be allowed 
the phraſe) ſoutherly winter of 1764, appeared 
to us to have occaſioned the great quantity of 
putrid fevers with which we were plagued ; but 
other winters, to which it bore a perfect reſem- 
blance, did not bring theſe fevers on, and we 
have putrid fevers even in the coldeſt ſeaſons; 
for the eee _ winter, in the begin- 
ning 
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ning of the year 1766, was exactly the time in 
which the putrid fever, eſpecially the putrid 
pleuriſy, and even the malignant fever, raged 
more violently in Switzerland than ever they had 
done before. Generally ſpeaking, the fame diſ- 
orders do not always ſhow themſelves in the 
ſame weather; and diſorders, that perfectly re- 
ſemble one another, often make their appear- 
ance in totally different kinds of weather. I can- 
not therefore comprehend, why ſome people ex- 
plain the manner and ways, in which a certain 
particular ſtate of the air has given riſe to a 
particular epidemy, with as much confidence, as 
if it could not poflibly be otherwiſe. All that 
can therefore conclude with any preciſion, from 
the before- mentioned obſervations, is this; that 
cold alternating with heat, certainly contributed 
very much to our dyſentery. 


But the reaſon why this malady did not, in 
like weather, break out in ſo many other places, 
is to me unknown. Without doubt or contra- 
diction, this year's dyſentery aroſe from a cor- 
ruption of the humours; as an exact obferva- 
tion of the diſorder, taught me in the cleareſt 
manner. It is full as obvious, that a certain 


concourſe of cauſes, before - hand internally exiſt- 


ing in the human body, is requiſite to produce 
a diſeaſe, that nevertheleſs attacks it ſuddenly 
BE for 
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for without ſuch a concourſe of internal cauſes, 
every one would certainly have had the reign- 
ing malady, and in the ſame degree. This 
union illuſtrates at once many undetermined, 
and in part, contradictory notions; and the con- 
ſideration thereof, appears to me one of the 
principal objects of our art: where this exiſts, 
a man is attacked, and where it is not, remains 
free. I have remarked, that where the putrid 
fever does not reign, thoſe that are ſubject to 
much vexation, and the excretion of bile that 
proceeds therefrom, are ſeized, rather than 
others, with that diſorder. The moſt inconſi- 
derable external cauſes are capable of producing 
the greateſt effects, when joined with internal, 
already preſent. 


It is lowed, by almoit all the moſt learned 
phyſicians | in Europe, that the dyſentery (that | 1s, 
with their leave, the dyſentery attended with a 
putrid fever) is brought on by thoſe cauſes, that 
make our juices very putrid, and incline their 
courſe principally towards the inteſtines. 


The camp dyſentery ariſes, for the moſt part, 
from a repulſion of the perſpirable matter; when 
the ſoldiers lie in the field in all kinds of wea- 
ther, and muſt do their duty, at the ſame time 
chat their humours are grown thin and ſharp, 
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through the intenſeneſs of the heat. In general, 
it ſhows itſelf juſt after the armies begin to ap- 
pear in the field, grows often frequent and con- 


We iderable fo ſoon as the end of June, ſtill more 
bo toward the end of July, and thus remains 


till the troops go into winter quarters. In the 
night after the battle of Dettingen, the 27th of 
June 1743, the Engliſh ſoldiers lay on the held 
of battle without tents, expoſed to a heavy rain; 
and the next night likewiſe, after marching to 
Hanau, lay again in the open field, on wet 


g N boards, without ſtraw. The ſummer had be- 
gun, and the heat had been hitherto great and 


continual ; but the free and uninterrupted per- 
ſpiration, that was the conſequence of this con- 
tinued heat, had till then prevented the riſe of 
any epidemic malady. But now the pores of the 


1 ſkin were ſuddenly cloſed, the humours tending 


to putrefaction were tumid in the bowels, and 


Wy occaſioned a general dyſentery, which laſted a 
great part of the ſummer, and in a few weeks 


had ſeized almoſt half the army. Such of the 
officers (among whom, indeed, it was not ſo gene- 
ral) as had lain wet at Dettingen, were attacked 
by it firſt, the reſt received it by contagion ; but 
a regiment that had not Jain in the damp, nor 


been expoſed to the rain, remained perfectly 
free from it, at a ſmall diſtance from the camp, 


though (excepting that they were not ſubject to 
1 | the 
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the contagious effluvia of the reſt) they breathed 
the ſame air, eat the ſame proviſions, and drank 
the ſame water, 


According to Dr. Pringle's obſervations, the 
dyſentery rages without interruption, in camps 
that are perfectly dry and airy, after a continued 
and violent heat.' But in ſuch a camp, beſides 
the natural damp of a tent, theſe people muſt 
be often expoſed to wet floorings and cloaths, 
and to the chill and damp air of the night, 
The occaſion of theſe diſorders is the more ine- 
vitable, as in the field the variations from heat 
to cold, are much more ſenſible and frequent 
than in quarters, 


The dyfentery is ſeen in all parts, where after 
much heat, the perſpiration is ſtopped, not only 
by means of a wet floor, or miſts and dews, but 
alſo of damp cloaths. In the warmeſt countries, 
the dyſentery reigns when the weather is rainy; 
and in all climates that are ſubject to conſtant 
rains, this diſorder ſhows itſelf very often, It 
returns alſo every time one catches cold, after a 
ſeeming, and often, a perfect cure. Baron Van 
| Swieten thinks, with the greateſt reaſon, that 
cold ſeizing the body when it is heated, has 
killed more than the plague, 


With 
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With theſe external cauſes, internal may alſo 
concur. Theſe compoſe the ſeminium of the 
diſorder, and may lay awhile .lurking in the bo- 
dy, till they break out on the perſon's catching 


cold. In ſummer, not only the ſolids are re- 


laxed, but alſo the juices, through the intenſe- 
neſs of the heat, incline to putrefaction; now, 
when a ſudden ſtoppage of the perſpiration 
ſupervenes on relaxed fibres, and a putrid ſtate of 
the blood, it is no wonder that a dyſentery 
ſnould be the conſequence of this acrimony, 
formed within the body. Of all our humours, 
the gall is principally ſubject to putrefaction. 
Hippocrates, indeed, aſcribes the diſeaſes of ſum- 
mer and autumn proceeding from this cauſe, to 
a redundancy of bile; but moſt other writers, 
to its putridity; ſo that as well of old, as ſince, 
theſe diſorders have been in general called bi- 
lious. Now we learn from a number of obſer- 
vations, that in the bodies of ſuch as have died 
in the dyſentery, the bile was faulty, as well in 
quantity as quality; that either none was there, 
or that which was there, was perfectly acrid and 
corroſive... We may therefore take it for grant- 
ed, that the bile in ſummer time, if not more 
abundant, is yet at that time more corrupted 
than uſual z and that this circumſtance, if it be not 
the primary cauſe, is, at leaſt, the conſequence 


of all ſummer and autumnal diſorders, and in- 


creaſes 
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creaſes their malignity. In a very general and 
epidemic dyſentery, an acrid and corroſive bile 
has commonly the moſt conſiderable ſhare; fo 
that our dyſentery ſeemed to me, nothing more 
than a particular determination of the very fame 
corrupted humours, which occaſion our putrid, 
or rather bilious fever. 


From all this enfues, that the ftate of the air 
during this year, conduced very much to our 
dyſentery ; that likewiſe this dyſentery proceed- 
ed from a putrefaction of the juices, which in 
particular caſes, is very eaſy to explain; the ge- 
neral cauſe of which however, I, conſcious of my 


own 1gnorance, leave to others to determine. 


The proximate caufe of our dyfentery, the 
manner and wiſe in which it ſhowed itſelf in the 
body, and its effects, can now be declared with 
greater eaſe and probability. I ſaw, with my 
own eyes, that a corrupt, putrid, and bilious 
matter, lay in the ſtomach and inteſtines, cauſed 
great pains, and at firſt upwards, and after- 
wards downwards, ſought an exit out of the body. 
Now it is well known, that the bile, from va- 
rious cauſes, may be ſo altered, and put on ſuch, 
a ſharp, putrid, and acrid nature, as, like a pot- 
fon, to corrupt the whole body ; for from this 
corruption, either inflammations, ulcers, and gan- 

| grenes, 


grenes, take their riſe, or all the juices in gene- 
ral fall into the like putrefaction in divers de- 
grees, and produce miliary, or petechial erup- 
tions; ſometimes it happens, that. the gall of 
itſelf affects this ſharp, corroſive, and perfectly 
poiſonous nature, and thus infects the other juices 
of the body. Sometimes this is preceded by an 
acrimony, formed in the blood, whether it pro- 
ceed from contagious vapours, (as happens when 
many ſick perſons are crouded together in our 
military hoſpitals) or from what other cauſe ſo- 
ever, and this corruption is communicated to 
the gall, The remark, that the dyſentery has 
ſometimes owed its origin to the bare ſmelling 


to blood, that was putrified by being kept in a 


ſtopt bottle, makes good, thus far, that expreſ- 
fon of Sydenham's, who calls the dyſentery a 


fever that has thrown itſelf on the inteſtines. 


Now when once ſuch an extraordinary acrid 
matter 1s in the bowels, it 1s very intelligible, 
that theſe extremely ſenſible parts muſt be very 


much irritated. This irritation communicates 


itſelf to the ſtomach, which gives riſe to vomit- 
ings; in the bowels each irritation provokes a 
greater conflux of the moſt liquid parts of the 
blood through the inteſtinal glands into the in- 
teſtines, whence ariſes a purging. Now this con- 


ux may, without doubt, be exceedingly great, 
as 
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as we know from anatomy, that beſides the 

larger glands, the liver, and the gall-bladder, 

there are an infinite number of ſmall paſſages 

over the whole ſurface of the bowels, through 

- which even the moſt unuſual things can paſs out 

of the blood into the bowels, and that a con- 

tinued and ftrong irritation of theſe innumerable | 
paſſages, occaſions an incredible flux of the hu- 

mours into the bowels ; and this again ſuch an 
incomprehenſible purging, that at fight of the 

evacuations, one is apt, not very improperly to 

ſay, that their whole inſide is coming out · at 
their fundament. In this manner, in our dy- 

ſentery, above forty pounds of a watery matter has 
been ſeen, in one day, to come away by ſtool. 


From theſe phænomena, we are enabled to ex- 
plain the reaſons of the dreadful pains in the bel- 
ly, and other ſymptoms. The bile does not always 
occaſion the pain; as there are dyſenteries, in 
which the patients void not the leaſt bilious mat- 
ter; and, as in the putrid fever, very ſeldom a pain 
ariſes, from the mere preſence of this-matter in 
the inteſtines. But yet the belly-ach in the 
| dyſentery is very often at firſt a conſequence 
of the irritation of the acrid and putrid humours 
in the bowels, and of the ſpaſmodic contractions 
in thoſe parts, produced by that irritation : in 
the progreſs of the diſorder, it is the conſequence 

of 


7 
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of che abſence of their natural mucus, which 
makes the bowels, deprived of this mucus, more 
and more ſenſible to each freſh irritation ; ſo 
that the greater acrimony of this matter, and its 
being accompanied with a fever, diſtinguiſh the 


= dyſcntery from the diarrhœa. The teneſmus is 


the effect of an irritation in the inteſtinum rec- 
tum, the prolapſus ani of the teneſmus, and the 


ſtranguary of an irritation in the neighbouring 


parts. 


But the excrements in the dyſentery, of which 
we treat at preſent, do not merely conſiſt of cor- 


rupted gall; beſides, all that a man voids of a 


green or yellow colour, is not pure gall, ſince 
one drop of bile colours an aſtoniſhing quantity 
of water. They are very often white, and per- 
fectly reſembling pus; though it is for the moſt 
part a great error to take this matter for pus. 
For it is well known, that the inteſtinal glands, 
in the ſame manner as thoſe of the urine-blad- 
der, when torn with the ſtone or gravel, are ca- 
pable of yielding a greater quantity of fluids, 
and thoſe of a quite different nature than in 
health; this humour is in both caſes a ſlimy white 
matter, On comparing thele remarks with the 
foregoing, it is manifeſt, that ſtools of this kind 
may be produced, by an acrid bilious matter 
adhering to the bowels ; and that, as my obſer- 

5 vations 
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vations in the firſt chapter ſufficiently ſhew, in 
a bilious dyſentery attended with a putrid fever 
the excrements may be even perfectly white. 
From this appears, by the bye, how ridiculouſly 
ſome people conſtitute different ſpecies of the 
dyſentery, from the different colours of the ex- 
crements, and treat them by quite different 
methods. 
The particles of fibres and membranes, that 
often come away in the dyſentery, hanging ſome- 
times a foot long from the poor patients, and 
are conſidered as the inner coat of the inteſtines, 
are in reality very ſeldom any part of them, but 
often nothing elſe than an inſpiſſated mucus. 
Great anatomiſts have demonſtrated to us the 
paſſages, through which this mucus comes into 
the inteſtines; and withal, that a ſubſtance can 
come out of the blood into them, by which this 
mucus is coagulated, and under the appearance 
of a fleſhy, membranous, or fat body, paſſes 
into the ſtool, when, at the ſame time, not the 
leaſt ulcer in the bowels is to be perceived. I 
do not, however, deny, that the tunica villoſa of 
the inteſtines, is not alſo ſometimes abraded, and 
comes away with the excrements. I am like- 
wile ſenſible, that the bowels are in this diſorder 
apt to be ulcerated; but fo late, that this mat- 
ter is changed into a putrid thin pus, or is ſo 
con- 
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confounded with blood and mucus, that one 
cannot poſſibly ſee it. Hence we may per- 
ceive, how often phyſicians deceive themſelves 
and others; when they, in the very firſt days of 
the diſorder, miſtake the forementioned mucus 
for pus, the fibrous and membranous ſubſtances 
for ſigns of the laceration of the internal tunic 
of the inteſtines, or of an ulcer in thoſe parts; 
and thus in a bilious dyſentery attended with a 


putrid fever, entirely omit Purgatives, and give 


the patient over to death. 


The bilious, putrid, and corroſive matter, in- 
cloſed, as it were, in the cavities of the inteſ- 
tines, irritates them ſo much; that often, the 
openings of the blood-veſſels into the inteſtines 
are widened ; ſo that pure blood runs out, and 
mixes itſelf with the ſtools. Thus there may be 
blood in the excrements, without the leaſt per- 
ception, or even ſuſpicion of inflammation in 
the bowels; it may alſo flow in great quanti- 
W tics, without their ſuppuration enſuing : hence 
appears the reaſon, why, when even the excre- 
tions are bloody, there is no need to be afraid 
of expelling the bilious irritating matter with a 
vomit and purges, and why it ſo often arrives, 
that a vomit alone puts a ſtop to this flux of 
blood. Nor is an internal heat, which the egre- 
_ Mr. Rahn, in his work on the dyſentery, 
Ot, D affirms, 
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affirms to be an infallible mark of a violent in- 
flammation of the bowels, any more a ſign there. 
of, than bloody ſtools ; for I have removed this 
ſymptom likewiſe by means of tamarinds, which 
evacuated the corroſive bilious matter; while, in 
caſe of the ſlighteſt inflammation, this ardor had 
been violently increaſed. | 


_ Notwithſtanding what we have ſaid, a bilious 
dyſentery (or the dyſentery attended with a putrid 
fever) may turn to an inflammation of the inteſ- 
tines and a gangrene, in the ſame manner as a pu- 
trid fever very often ends in a gangrene of thoſe 

| Parts. Stools perfectly black, and of a cadaverous 
ſmell, cold ſweats, the hiccough, and delirium, 
are conſidered as tokens of a gangrene in the 
.bowels; and perhaps it is not eaſy to find an epi- 
demical dyſentery, in which, towards the end, 
the bowels are not inflamed. Almoſt in all 
parts of the primæ viæ, inflammations, ſuppu- 
rations, a number of ulcers and gangrenes are 
found after the dyſentery; but in every one, 
theſe evils are conſpicuous in the rectum and 
inteſtina craſſa, which, for the moſt part, are 
putrid and mortified. Sometimes ſmall puſ- 
tules have been ſeen in the bowels, which 
came away even during the patient's life, and 
were full of a putrid ſtinking matter; and in 
the inteſtina craſſa, * aphthæ, that bled when 
preſſed, 
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pox, err aan this diſorder i I at the higheſt, bur 
with this difference, that they were ſolid and 


innermoſt tunics of the inteſtines, that grew one 


inflammation : the firſt of theſe was covered 
= with a black mucus, and black ſpots were like- 
= wiſe partly viſible on it; ſometimes the meſente- 


oh 


after tedious dyſenteries of long ſtanding, in- 
flammations are often found in the rectum, in the 
reſt of the inteſtina craſſa, ſometimes in the ſmall 
inteſtines, and even in the ſtomach. 


- RE The teneſmus, however, ought very ſeldom to 
1, WE be conſidered, as a ſign of an inflammation of the 

nner coat in the extremity of the rectum, or of 
an ulcer in thoſe parts. Great anatomiſts are of 
opinion, that what ſtimulates the rectum to eva- 
cuation towards the end of a dyſentery, is no par- 


der of a ſnarp humour, and ſometimes of the 
blood itſelf, (when the excrements are of a dark- 


may ſtay awhile in the cavity of the great guts, 


len 


towards its extremities, which are, at that time, 


ed, Sie D 2 4 very 
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without any cavities; they conſiſted of the two 


within the other, and were incraſſated by the 


WY ric glands are ſwelled, relaxed, filled with a bad 
kind of pus, and very nearly mortified. Nay, 


ticular affection of the gut itſelf, but the remain- 


red colour; ) in the next place, that this reſiduum 


and by degrees be puthed into the rectum and ſo 
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very ſenſible to this irritation. Yet; it is not 
without reaſon, that from a violent teneſmus 

remaining after the dyfentery, ſome people have 
ſuſpected an exulceration of the rectum, or ſome 
other conſiderable complaint ; as the ſequel haz 
ſhewn this aſſertion to be true. A teneſmus has 
been really known to proceed from an inflamma. 
tion of the rectum, that laſted ſeveral days, ſome. 
times a week, and longer, and was afterwards 
followed by a greater or leſs excretion of a * 
pus, upon which che teneſmus ceaſed. 


This eſſay towards an explication of our dif. 
order, with all its imperfections, may not per- 
haps appear totally uſeleſs, when the influence 
of ſuch reſearches on the cure is conſidered ; and 
5 thence is perceived, how ſenſeleſsly phyſicians 
of an ordinary caſt, on occaſion of ſuch enqui- 
ries, pour out a volley of abuſe againſt theory, 
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CHARM... | 
The Curative Indications, Diet, and*Proph V | 
lactic Remedies. | 


\H E foregoing ex plication of our -iforder, 
diſcovers, at the ſame time, the indica- 

tions towards its cure. Firſt of all, an ene- 
Of of itſelf ſo dangerous, and which would 
become 
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pecome ſtill more ſo by a longer ſtay 1 in the 

body, ſhould be quickly expelled from it, and 
the putrefaction, at the ſame time, be reſiſted in 
the beſt manner poſſible. 


In no malady does nature ſooner get the ſtart 


of art than in this, if one does not in the very 
beginning take care to do, what is often after- 
wards too late to be done. The morbific mat- 


ter of a dyſentery of this kind, has been likened 
to a rotten egg, that given to the quantity of a few 
grains, occaſions a violent and continual vomit- 
ing: the putrid ſtagnating gall is not leſs ve - 
nomous, for which reaſon, it ſhould be without 
delay driven out of the body. White and red | 
miliary puſtules, and even petechiæ, are, in pu- 


trid fevers, an effect of the putrid matter that 


has paſſed into the blood; the ſame evils are 
produced from like cauſes in the dyſentery. 


Not to evacuate, or correct immediately this 
matter, is to produce the miliary eruption that 


is ſo often mortal; but theſe excrements never 
break out in the bilious dyſentery, and ſeldom 


in our putrid fevers, when evacuations are pro- 
cured in proper time and quantity. Add to 
this, that the greateſt phyſicians allow it to be 
moſt commonly difficult, and often quite im- 


poſſible, to cure a dxſentery of Some weeks con- 
tinuance. 


* 
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We muſt therefore, not only abſtain from the | 

pernicious practice of ſtilling the diſorder in the 

beginning, before we look out for more effectual 

remedies; but we ſhould alſo take care above all 

| things, not to ſtumble on ſuch remedies as may 
retain in the body, an enemy fo extremely dan. 
gerous. In ſevere caſes of the dyſentery, the 7 
forces of nature never ſuffice alone to expel the ® 
putrid matter out of the body, though nature en- 
deavours to do it by this very way: and in all 
caſes, it is Contrary to her intention to retain it, 
The obſervation, that inflammations are apt tq 
ariſe, in diſcaſes of a putrid nature, and that in 
moſt of thoſe, who die of the dyſentery, the bowely 
are inflamed, indicates in like manner, that every 
thing ſhould be avoided in this diſtemper, which 
immediately produces fevers and inflammation, 


% 


Theſe indications towards the evacuation of 
the putrid matter I purſued with emetics, given 
directly at the beginning, when nothing parti. 
cular hindered. Nature herſelf pointed out this 
way, as almoſt all that were taken with the dy- 
ſentery, had, at the beginning, : a continued pro- 


| penſity to vomit: many vomited, and that with be- 
|  nefit. Ichoſe gentle medicines, as with theſe we 
1 can effect as much as one can wiſh: I gave theſe 


emetics, even at a time when the ſtools were very 


bloody; as I ſaw that leſs blood came away af. 
ter⸗ 
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terwards: I even gave a vomit very late, when 1 
| was called late, and no evacuations had been 


previoully made. 1 always omitted the vomit, 


= when there was the leaſt ſuſpicion of inflamma- 


tion, or when circumſtances of a quite different 
nature forbad it; as, for example, a rupture; or 


= likewiſe in caſes of very young children, by rea- 


ſon of the parents fears; for which, however, in 
other maladies of ſuch infants, I have ſince ſhew- 
ed leſs indulgence; and particularly in the hoop- 


q ing cough, in 1766, with the greateſt ſucceſs, 


After the emetic, I purſued theſe ſame indi- 
cations with purgatives. Theſe were indiſpen- 
ſibly neceſſary, as the acrid putrifying matter, 
that lay burrowing in the inteſtines, from the 
prolongation of its ſtay in the bowels, grew 
more and more acrimonious, irritating, and apt 


to ſpread the putrefaction in the body, or to 


cauſe inflammations in the inteſtines, The 
bloody ſtools did not hinder me from giving 
purges, as I ſaw that they cleared the bowels of 
the acrid matter and that no more blood ap- 
peared in the ſtools, as ſoon as this matter was 
quite evacuated, I gave theſe purges, as long 
as there were any indications of an acrid putrid 
matter in the bowels, without inflammation or 


ſuppuration. But theſe purges were always of 


a gentle nature, and, to chuſe, of the acid kind; 
D 4 2s 
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as ſtrong purgatives in the dyſentery always oc- 
caſion an intolerable cholic, and greatly weaken 
the patient; and cathartics of an acid nature do 
not only for the moſt part evacuate the putrid 
matter, but alſo withſtand any putrefaction that 
may ſtill remain in the body. 


This was the chief thing to be attended to, 
after, and even during the evacuation. The 
putrid venom ſhould 8e oppoſed, and the hu- 
mours of the body preſerved from the like cor. 
ruption. Quite above the prejudices of the vul- 
gar, and indeed, of great phyſicians, particularly 
thoſe of Dr. Degner, I gave with this view im- 
mediately in the beginning acid ſalts, not only in 
ſmall, but alſo in very large doſes. I followed 
likewiſe this plan | in the diet I preſcribed to my 
patients. 

Thepain could not be more effectually relieved, 
than by taking away the ſharp corroſive matter. 
Yet was this ſometimes ſo very abundant, that in 
ſpite of all evacuations, enough remained be- 
hind to keep up the diſorder, and excite the 
moſt intolerable pains. In theſe caſes I very 
ſeldom made uſe of anodynes of the narcotic 
kind, and never without the greateſt caution 
and reſerve. But in theſe and all other circum- 
ſtances, I was extremely attentive | to aſſiſt the 

bowels 
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bowels with a proper quantity of foft and mu- 
cilaginous liquors; ſince except in the caſe of in. 
flammations, theſe pains are ſolely to be aſcribed 
to the preſence of an extremely acrid matter in 
the inteſtines, which irritates them to ſpaſmodic 


== contra&tions, and to the loſs of their natural 


mucus in the courſe of the diſorder. 


The methods I took to fortify the ſtomach 
and bowels, after the dyfentery, conſiſted in 
making choice ſometimes of ſuch remedies, 
as, while they ſtrengthened, promoted ſome 


degree of evacuation, and at other times of ſuch 
as ſtrengthened without heating. For the moſt 
part, I had no indications at all of this ſort to 


purſue, as my patients recovered their ſtrength 
of themſelves, | 


The diet was in general regulated by the 


cauſe of the diſorder, and the peculiar circum-: 
ſtances of the patient. With regard to the air, 


J was extremely careful to have it always freſh. 
in the chamber; though I gave them great 
- caution with reſpect to taking cold, which is of 


ſo much prejudice in this malady. With regard 


to victuals and drink, I took care, above all 
things, to avoid every thing that promoted pu- 


trefaction; though at the ſame time, I enquired _ 
ne into the nature of thoſe kinds of food, 
that 
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that are reckoned to promote or reſiſt Putre- 


faction; for, though Degner had in the dyſen- 


| tery at Nimeguen, which was of the putrid, 
(as it is called) or bilious ſpecies, the ſame 
indications to oppoſe putrefaction, yet he al- 
lowed his patients different kinds of fleſh-broths, 


which, however, promote it, and eggs, which 


are manifeſtly of a putrid nature. Our excel 


lent countryman, indeed, Mr. Conrad Rahn, 
adviſes chicken and veal in the dyſentery, as he 


imagines that they expel wind. But this entire 


new difcovery was at that time unknown to me; 


| befides, I do not ſee why one ſhould think on 


carminatives; and once for all, any fleſh of what 
kind ſever, is hurtful in all putrid and inflam- 
matory fevers; as in the former they increaſe the 
putrid corruption of the humours, and in the lat- 
ter, ſtill more incraſſate the blood already of itſelf 
too thick and viſcid : accordingly I forbad all 
fleſn and fleſh-broths, as well as eggs, which 
are fo much recommended by all phyſicians. 


As for Mr. Rahn's indications towards expell- 


ing the wind, I did not follow them at all ; for 
the wind in the dyſentery (which however J 
have ſeldom obſerved) is the immediate effect 
of putrefaction: as, according to Dr. Pringle's 
experiments, putrefied animal ſubſtances do not 
only of themſelves produce air, but likewiſe ex- 


cite a violent fermentation in all vegetable 
foods, 
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foods, and Icould not comprehend how putrefac- 
tion could be hindered by veal, when all fleſh 
ſo evidently promotes it. On the other hand, [ 
found that carminiatives were eſteemed in the 
dyſentery, on account of their having been found 
ſerviceable in pains of the bowels, proceeding 
merely from wind; and hence it was very abſurd- 
ly concluded, that they would be of like ſervice in 
tormina that proceed from quite different cauſes. 
] therefore forbad cummin ſeeds, and cummin 
ſauce, as likewiſe the drink the Italians are 
ſo * of, made of a decoction of corian- 
der ſeeds; but in particular all hard and indi- 
geſtible food. With a general view to hinder 
putrefaction, I forbad all fat, butter and oil. 
On the contrary, I ordered to all my patients 
barley-water and rice-gruel, and with each I 


mixed, for the moſt part, cream of tartar ; af- 


ter the purge, I gave a preparation of barley, 
which is nothing elſe than barley-water boiled 


down to a thick and ſtrong conſiſtence, and 


ſtrained through a cloth: this ſerved the pa- 
tients inſtead of victuals, and when they choſe, 
for drink. 


With regard to waſhing away, and attenuating 
the bilious acrimony, I conſideredcopious drink- 
ing as very ſerviceable. Indeed, ſome old women 


of the laſt century) were of opinion, that a great 
part 


2 1 
1 


7 4 5 N * 
7c ee a Bhs 


4 - G 
3 "Fac K * Z e 2 
7 


44 ᷣ VNA TREAT ISE own 


part of the cure in the dyſentery, conſiſted in 


abſtaining from drinking, which, in their opi- 
nion, increaſed the purging; and that thoſe were 
the eaſieſt cured, who could ſuffer thirſt with 
the greateſt patience. But the experience 
of latter years has taught us, and very great 
phyſicians, Baglivi, Huxham, and Tiſſot, have 


advanced, that copious drinking is no where 


more neceſſary than in the dyſentery. Water, 
once ſo much deſpiſed, is, when drank in great 
quantity, an univerſal remedy in this malady, 
bilious diſorders, and ardent fevers. In the 
cholera morbus, as it is called, or continual vo- 
miting, Dr. Degner himſelf drank, in the ſpace 
of twenty-four hours, four and twenty pints of 
warm water; and again in fourteen hours, forty- 
eight pints more; and again in two hours, near 
thirty pints, with the greateſt benefit. To 
be ſure one has need of an Herculean ſtomach, 
to bear a deluge of this kind. In the mean 


while, thus much is certain, that the drinking 


of warm water in the dyſentery, is of great ſer- 
vice; and that a vaſt quantity of dyſenteries were 


cured, only by taking a tea-cup full of warm. 


water every quarter of an hour. In like 
manner | allowed whey in great plenty, and ra- 
ther preferred it to water, and my patients 
found it agreed with them very well. Cold li- 
quor was, in the beginning of the diſorder, al- 
* 6 ways 
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ways noxious; on the contrary, warm drink not 
only does no harm, but alſo waſhes out the in- 


teſtines better, and paſſes eaſier eth the 
meſenteries and lacteals. 


Every thing that was capable of binding or 
heating, I forbad. I diſapproved of milk, 


cream, oatmeal, rice, and acorn-gruel ; inſtead 


of oil, I made uſe ſometimes of an almond 
emulſion, and a ſolution of gum arabic. I ut- 
terly condemned all kinds of paſtry, cheeſe, ſpice, 
ſpirituous liquors, and eſpecially wine. I-gave 
alſo ſtrict orders againſt holding the ſtools in 
the body, as a very pernicious practice: though 
theſe. various orders and prohibitions, appeared 


in the eyes of our people, an extremely ſtupid 
and damnable hereſy. 


I conſidered cleanlineſs as a thing of the ut- 
moſt importance in the cure of the dyſentery. 


I took care of this in all reſpects, and adviſed, 


that the childrens clouts ſhould be carefully 
waſhed. 


Thoſe that were getting well, I allowed as 
much boiled fruit as they choſe, with lemons 
and lemon-juice, together with the gruels be- 
fore- mentioned; or alſo, when they were fur- 
ther advanced, a light food, compoſed of al- 
monds, 
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monds, milk, the white of an egg, and ſugar, 
After ſevere illneſſes, I adviſed them to regulate 
themſelves for ſome weeks, juſt as if they in 
reality ſtill had the dyſentery; and I repeated to 
them over and over enough to make them ſick, 
that errors in diet, and eſpecially an obſtruction 
of the perſpiration, from expoſure to a moiſt 
air, for the moſt part cauſe a relapſe, and the 
ſecond illneſs is always more dangerous or more 
tedious than the firſt. 


According to the obſervation of Dr. Moehr- 
Un, of Ravenſburgh in Swabia, a ſtrict diet was 
not only of the greateſt ſervice in curing the dy- 
ſentery; but alſo after a full remiſſion of the 
purging, for at leaſt a week or longer, (not- 
withſtanding a return of appetite) the ſtomach 
ſnhould not be burthened with food; as other- 
wiſe the cure would be retarded, or a relapſe 
enſue. Afterwards a milk diet agreed very well 
with his Swabiſh patients, but fleſh meats very 
ill, for ſome weeks after; and even good ſtrong- 


bodied wine, was the laſt thing that Dr. Moehr- 


lin found his convaleſcent patients could bear. 


The preſervative remedies were inſtituted ac- 


cording to the moſt accurate obſervations and 
experience. 


At 
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At the time, when uncommonly cold nights 
came on after very ſultry days, I adviſed my 
acquaintance not to heat themſelves too much 
in the day-time , and either not to go out at all 
after ſupper, or if they ſhould, to cloath them- 
ſelves very warm. I myſelf in the month of 
September, on account of the great heat of the 
day,was ready to faint away,when I arrived at the 
chambers of ſuch of my patients as lived at any 
diſtance; accordingly in the day-time, I wore 
the thinneſt and lighteſt cloaths; on the con- 
trary, I was obliged in my night viſits, to wrap 
myſelf up cloſely in the thickeſt cloth. I or- 
dered the peaſants in particular, not to lay them- 
ſelves down and take their naps, according to their 
laudable eſtabliſned cuſtom, on damp floors. 


Experience has ſhewn, that the ſmell of the 
patients was leaſt dangerous, that their breath 
was worſe, and their ſtools worſt of all; that a 
ſhivering is commonly the firſt effect of the infec- 
tion, and that a vomit is of ſervice in ſuch cir- 
eumſtances. In the chambers of the ſick, I 
generally kept a window open all day long; 
or ordered them to be aired twice a day, by 
opening the door and windows, with the bed- 
curtains drawn; and the air to be frequently 
purified beſides, by pouring vinegar on a hot 
iron fire-ſhovel. In the villages, I ordered ch. 
excrements 


8 | TREATISE. on 


excrements to be taken out of the houſe as often 
as poſſible, and thrown into deep pits, digged 
for this purpoſe in the meadows, at a proper 
diſtance, and every time covered with freſh earth, 
In the interim, I bad them cover the ſtools up 
cloſe that remained in the houſe ; and very 
ſtrictly forbad the peaſants to throw them on 
the dunghill, or into the ſtreets. I prohibited 
thoſe that were in health from lying with the 
fick, or eaſing themſelves on the ſame cloſe- 
ſtools, as the fick uſed. I took care that theſe 
laſt ſhould often change their linen; 3 I com- 
manded likewiſe, that they ſhould, take a pre- 
caution here very neceſſary, namely, not to keep 
the dead bodies too long in the houſe, or at leaſt 
to carry then) to a ſeparate and cool place. It 
is of importance alſo, to interr the corpſes in 
| . res. | 


ſe As a very good preſervative, I adviſed thoſe that 
were in health to eat leſs fleſh meat; and on the 
contrary, as much fruit and grapes as they choſe; 
as to the reſt, to keep to the moſt digeſtible 
food, and of all things to drink wine? as it is a 
preſervative oft fear, and makes the uſe of 
the cooling prophylactic remedies ſupportable 
even by weakly perſons ; whence it limits the 
application of the maxim, that every thing that 
generates wind and relaxes, inclines the body to 

nee putridity. 


putridity. I could not too often repeat to the 
peaſants, that after having heated themſelves, 
they ſhould not pour warm water too ſoon, and 
in too great quantities, into their bodies, Dr. 
Moerhlin remarked in Ravenſburg, that thoſe 
were either not attacked by the dyſentery, or 
elſe had it very ſlightly, who eat little, drank 
{till leſs, and that not cold; and kept their bo- 
dies in a ſtrong perſpiration, as well in the day- 
| time, as eſpecially in the night, carefully covering 
T themſelves all over with the bed-cloaths. 


I gave the nurſes, when they were in immi- 
nent danger of being infected, a vomit, with the 
beſt ſucceſs ; to others tincture of rhubarb, and 
to moſt that aſked for it, cream of tartar, I was 
myſelf, from too great fatigue and vexation, inthe 
W beginning of the epidemy ſeized with a violent 
3 pain inthe belly, and an evacuation of an atribila- 
1 nious ſpumous matter: this indiſpoſition returned 
W 2 {cond time, and went away each time as faſt as 
it came; my only preſervative conſiſted in ſtrong. 


| doſes of cream of tartar, and in A certain indit- 
| ference with regard to the diſtemper, whenſoever - 
it ſhould attack me. In general, in this as in all 
> other epidemic diſorders, one of the beſt, though 
: (to put in practice) one of the moſt difficulr 
t prophylactics, is, not to be afraid. For fear 
0 is more pernicious, than the very worſt condi- 


tion 
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tion of the air; it gives the reigning diſeaſe to 
thoſe that are in health, and very often kills the 
fick, when another, whom they have loved, has 
died before them. This paſſion and grief pro- 
duce ſhocking effects on the healthy, and inf 
nitely worſe on the ſick. 
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CHAP. 7; 
General and particular Methods of Cure, 
and their Effects. 


HE principal indication in each patient, 
was the quick evacuation of the corrupt 
bilious matter. 


| In the beginning, I effected this by a vomit, 

that conſiſted at moſt of forty grains of ipeca- 

cuanha, and the weight was diminiſhed in propor- 

tion to the age and other circumſtances of the 

patient. I ordered it to be taken in a ſpoon- 

ful of warm water, or weak camomile tea, drink- 

Ing two tea-cups full of the ſame immediately 

after, and as often as the vomit enſued, repeat- 
ing the like quantity of the drink. 


Stronger emetics than theſe, I did not find fit 
for my purpoſe ;' with milder I ſhould have done 
nothing at all; beſides it is well known, that 
ipecacuanha does not relax the ſolids, while i 
empties 
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empties the ſtomach and abdomen, and that it 
bas ſomething in it that makes it preferable to 
1 others. The new manner of giving it in ſmall 
i ; loſes, does not always ſucceed, and it often ope- 
Fates very roughly; though it muſt be allowed, 
2 hat for reaſons very obvious, ſmall doſes have 
Wometimes as much effect as great: given in the 
anner as I gave it, it excites the vomiting 
hree or four, or even eight times. This vo- 
ting took away the ſickneſs, and the more gall 
here came away, the more ſervice it did ; I have 
ven on the third day of a confirmed, though 
ot very violent dyſentery, with forty grains of 

occacuanha, brought away from a farmer's 
L aughter ſuch an aſtoniſhing quantity of bilious 
Vatter, that the dyſentery was entirely ſubdued 
l Bt once, With moſt perſons the emetic got 
Way pretty much of this matter; the excretion 
f blood was commonly for a time either ſtop · 
n. Ned, or at leaſt leſſened, the tormina were im- 
ediately more eaſy, and the ſtools leſs frequent, 
hough this alleviation remained but a few hours. 
eat: be patients were in a very bad condition in- 
leed, when this ſhort relief did not follow at all; 
therwiſe this uſual conſequence of the vomit 
4 fit Nas a good preſage. 


that | likewiſe always gave an emetic with good 
ile it occeſs, when I was not ſent for till a week, a 
pties 5 = 4 fort- 
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| fortnight, or more had paſſed from the begin 
ning of the diſeaſe, in caſe I ſuſpected a corrupt 
matter in the ſtomach, and there was neither 
inflammation nor ſuppuration in the bowels, 
More than one 1 never gave; perhaps I did 
wrong; but even this one was very ill taken 
of me. Sometimes, compelled to it by con- 
trary indications, J began the cure without 
the emetic, and purged ſo much the more vio- 
lently for it with good ſucceſs. To children 
that were extremely young, I very e gave 
no emetic. 


After having given the vomit in the morn. 
ing, I ordered them to ſet out in the afternoon 
with the following drink : Take two ounces of 
barley, and boil ha up with an ounce of cream 
of tartar, in two pints and a half of water, till 
the barley burſts; then ſtrain it through a linen 
cloth, and ſet the liquor by, which will amount 
to about a quart, to be drank warm at prope! 
intervals, during the firſt afternoon, and the 
whole ſucceeding night throughout. I leſſened 
the doſe of the cream of tartar according to the 
age of the patient, though I moſtly ſtuck to the 
proportion before-mentioned. 


3 
3 


On the ſecond day in the morning, I gave 0 


adults three ounces of tamarinds, boiled up for 
| the 


2 
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hc ſpace of two minutes, with half a pint of _ 
warm water, and ſtrained off; to children two 
WW ounces, and to very ſmall infants one. This 
eently opening medicine directly brought on the 
asools, more copiouſly than before, but after 
1 this their number was generally diminiſhed ; 'Y 
| 3 ſometimes the tormina went quite away, but for 
te moſt part, were at leaſt greatly alleviated. 
I A large copious excretion produced by this me- 
WECicine, had always an excellent effect. Inſtead 
r tamarinds, I ſometimes gave Sedliz ſalts to 
me quantity of an ounce, or an ounce and an 
alf, with the like ſucceſs. During the night, 
= I repeated the barley-water with the cream of 
z tartar, On the third day, I gave ſtill the tama- 
ind decoction, if the malady was not ſufficiently 
Y diminiſhed ; otherwiſe I pur it off till the fourth 
Way, and ordered nothing further in the mean 
Wt ime, than the barley-water with cream of tartar, 


I 2ave the peaſants pretty often after the eme- 
3 tic, on the afternoon of the firſt day, a drachm 
ef cream of tartar, with the like quantity of rhu- 
W barb : the ſame doſe on the morning and even- 
F ing of the ſecond day, and the morning of the 
mird. Sometimes I divided this into ſix doſes, 
nd ordered the whole ſix to be taken by the 
fourth day, while, at the ſame time, I preſcribed 
the barley-water in the ſame manner; I dimi- 
E 3 _ niſhed 


e {0 
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niſhed the doſes likewiſe in proportion to the 
patient's age. The ſucceſs was not bad; for by 


means of a vomit given at the beginning, two 


drachms of powdered rhubarb, with the like 
quantity of cream of tartar, and the common 
barley-water, with an ounce of the ſame falt; |] 
have done many people great ſervice in three 
days time, and have in this manner even per. 
fectly cured a woman fourſcore years old, of the 
dyſentery. By this method, however, the pain 
did not ſo ſoon remit; but on the contrary, grey 
much more violent; which did not happen when 
I omitted the rhubarb. Y 


The cream of tartar and tamarinds did not 
only occaſion no pain, but very much diminiſhed 
it, when they proved ſufficiently purgative, 
They had alſo this advantage over rhubarb, that 
by means of their acidity, they acted very power: 
fully againſt the putrid fever ; while on the con- 
trary, rhubarb, except a deterſive and (as it ap 
pears to me) not very antiſeptic power, can 
boaſt of nothing more, than of being capable af 
contracting the fibres. „ 


In obſtinate and tedious caſes, by means of 
an opening medicine conſiſting of three ounce! 
of tamarinds, the ſtools became leſs frequent in 
the very height of the diſorder, and the patients 

5 . were 
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were always relieved. So far from being weak- 
ened by this purge, I perceived that they grew 
ſtronger and more alert than they had been be- 


I fore, when their bowels were diſtended with pu- 
A cid matter. 


In general, the tamarinds had a much quicker 
and better effect than rhubarb alone. So far 


from cauſing pain, they alleviated it very much, 


and accompanied with the cream of tartar du- 
ring the intervals, finiſhed the diſeaſe in three or 
four days, even when the attack was very vio- 
lent, Notwithſtanding the emetic, the ſtools 


R | grew very copious and of a bad appearance ſome 
hours afterwards, thepains great, andthe wearineſs 


of the members very conſiderable. But very 
often all theſe ſymptoms ſuddenly vaniſhed on 
purging the patient with tamarinds. 


1 | As faſt as each ſymptom of the dyſentery de- 
By creaſed, and at length vaniſhed, I perceived that 


the fever in like manner decreaſed and vaniſhed. 
It took a faſt hold, and even grew very conſider- 
able, when the putrid matter was not evacuated 
in ſufficient quantities directly at the begin- 
ning. I made uſe of no other remedy for it, 
than thoſe which I have already indicated. They 
were ſufficiently capable of correcting and eva- 
cuating the bilious matter, and thus likewiſe of 
putting an end to the fever. 

EA After 
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After the emetic I ſometimes too. gave cream 
of tartar, rhubarb, and tamarinds.by turns, with 
good ſucceſs. But I was guilty of an: error in 
not being content with tamarinds, and the other 


medicines alone, when I had omitted the rhu- 
bark, 


A woman of fifty-ſix years of age, at Brugg, 


went to bed in good health, and was ſuddenly. 


taken in the middle of the night with a very 
violent cold fit, accompanied with ſome whitiſh- 
yellow ſtools and cholicky pains. She had be- 
ſides a ſtrong propenſity to vomit, a taſte of bit. 
terneſs in her mouth, and a perfect bilious vo- 


mit. Sne called me in the morning: I found 


her ſtill in the condition I have deſcribed, ex- 
cepting that the cold paroxyſm was changed in- 
to a hot one, attended with ſleepineſs and wan- - 


derings. I gave her half a drachm of ipecacu- 


anha, which the took in the afternoon, while the 


cold fit was ſtill abſolutely on her; this vomited 


her violently with much relief, and the cold fit 
kept off. In the evening ſhe had much heat, 
doſing, and wanderings ; as to the reſt, the ſtools 

were leſs frequent, and the cholic very tolerable. 
The whole night through I gave no medicine, 
and ſhe had twenty painful ſtools, which were 
of the colour of ſaffron. 


The 
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The ſecond day I gave her, at eight and ele- 
ven in the forenoon, half a drachm of rhubarb, 
and an ounce of cream of tartar, in a quart of 
barley- water, which I ordered to be drunk out 
the ſame day. In the evening, I found the heat 
and fever much leſs than the preceding day; 
though the cold fit ſtill came on at times, the 


ſtools were pretty frequent, and painful juſt be- 


fore evacuation, of a ſaffron- yellow colour, and 
then for the firſt time bloody. All the night long 


they ſtill continued in great number, being like- 
wiſe attended with very violent pains, and blood. 


The third day, in the morning, I gave her 2 
purge of three ounces of tamarinds. In the 


evening, I found that this medicine had procured 


eight or ten large ſtools, on which enſued the 


greateſt alleviation with regard to the pains : 


the fever ſeemed to me extremely mild. I now 


preſcribed for this evening and night, nothing 
elſe than warm panada without wine: ſhe had 


during this night too not the leaſt pain, and 


only one ſtool. 


The fourth day in the morning, 2 found a 
thick raſh on her lips, and apthæ in her mouth. 
I gave her for this day two half drachms of rhu- 


barb, and repeated the ounce of cream of tartar 


to be boiled in the barley-water, and taken in 
1 = the 
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88 
the uſual manner. Theſe remedies continued to 
evacuate a good deal of the peccant matter, 
which was all along ſome what bloody, but with. 
aut the leaſt pain: the pulſe however appeared 

ſtill to be a little feveriſh. During the night, 
the patient had three ſlight and ſome what bloody 
ſtools; all the reſt of the time ſhe reſted per. 
my well. 


| On the fifth day, I preſcribed nothing but 

linſeed-tea. Her ſtools entirely ceaſed, as well 
as her pains ; notwithſtanding which ſhe did not 
ſleep the next night, which I took for a ſign of 
the preſence of yet more matter, and gave her 
therefore on the ſixth day, three ounces more of 
tamarinds in the uſual manner. Thoſe tamarinds 
evacuated at once an aſtoniſhing quantity of mat- 
ter. From this time forward ſhe had no more pains, 
ſlept all night perfectly well, had a natural ſtool 
the following day, and was in perfect health. 


I have often ſeen that tamarinds were of ſer- 

vice, when rhubarb was not. In order to prove 
this, I will at preſent relate only one caſe out of 
* others. 


A farmer's ſon, in the diſtrict of Wildenſtein, 
had the dyſentery in the higheſt degree; on the 
fourth day I was conſulted. I gave him a vomit 

7 ab 


as 
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count, that no more ' blood came away from the 


feaſons, to leave the emetic entirely out. 
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to be taken immediately, half an ounce of cream 


of tartar for the uſual barley-drink, and for the 


fifth, ſixth, and ſeventh day, three drachms of 


The eighth day his friends gave me an ac- 


patient, but the ſtools were yet very frequent, and 
attended with intolerable pains : thit the patient 
beſides with each ſtool, felt a violent ſenſation of 
heat in the abdomen, and that his urine too ſcald- 
ed him in a very uncommon manner, as it paſſed 
off, 1 gave him three ounces of tamarinds to 


be taken at once, and an ounce of cream of tar- 
tar for the barley- drink. 


The tenth day they brought me word, that 
the heat in the abdomen aud urine had ſuddenly 
diſappeared on taking the tamarinds, that the 
pain which remained was very tolerable, and the 
ſtools few. I gave once more the three ounces 
of tamarinds, and ounce of cream of tartar, both 
to be taken as before. This had likewiſe ſo 
good an effect, that the patient got perfectly 
well in a few days. 


The tamarinds had in like manner a good 
effect, when I was obliged, for particular 


A blind 
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A blind man of two and ſixty years, in the 
diſtrict of Koenigsfeld, who had been long tor - 
- mented with the arthritis, was taken with the dy- 


ſentery and putrid fever in the uſual manner; he 


ſent for me the ſecond day. I found it imprac- 
ticable to give him a vomit, as he had two rup- 
tures. I preſcribed therefore three ounces of 


tamarinds, diſſolved in water, which he was to 
take directly, and an ounce of cream of tartar, 


for a quart of barley-water, that I made n 
drink out my the night. 


On the © OW of the third day I was told, 


that my patient had taken all the medicines I had 


preſcribed, had had an uncommonly copious and 
frequent evacuation during the whole night, that 


the pain was very much decreaſed, and had grown 


more and more eaſy at each ſtool. I preſcribed again 


the three ounces of tamarinds, and for the night 


an ounce of the acid ſalt. On this all the pains 
vaniſhed, my patient had the whole night 


through but two ſtools; as to the reſt he flept 


well, and his ſtools were not longer bloody nor 
green. 


The fifth day, I ordered my patient for the next 
four and twenty hours, nothing elſe than linſeed- 


tea ſweetened with ſugar-candy ; that I might be 
able to obſerve, according to my cuſtom, the 
| diſeaſe, 


wage >; 
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diſeaſe, when left to itſelf, and queſtion Autan | 


on the ſucceſs of my cure. I was told on the 
ſixth day, that during that time he had till had 


ſome pain, and a few looſe ſtools. I preſcribed 
three ounces of tincture of rhubarb prepared 


with water, (as he was tired of the tamarinds) 
and ordered him to take a ſpoonful of it morn- 
ing and evening. By the uſe of this, he not on- 


ly got perfectly well with regard to the dyſen- 


tery, but alſo told me ſome weeks after wards, 
that he found himſelf better than ever with re- 
gard to his arthritic complaint, that he ſeemed to 
have loſt his pains in his knotty joints, and could 
walk out whenever he pleaſed. 


The tamarinds were alſo of ſervice when taken 
alone. A child of four years of age, in the diſ- 


trict of Caſtel, had laboured under the dyſentery 


and putrid fever five days before I was called to 


it. I gave it ſix ounces of tamarinds, of which it 
was to take two ounces diſſol ved in water, every 
morning, for three days together. By the uſe of 
this it was re-eſtabliſhed immediately, without 
any other help. 


Acids were of great uſe. A very ſtout man 


in Brugg, had all day long a violent ſhivering, 


and a conſtant fruitleſs endeavour to vomit, In 
the evening he was ſeized with a violent belly- 


ach, 
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ach, which laſted almoſt without interruption all 
the night following, and was accompanied with 
frequent and copious ſtools. The ſecond day 


he called me in. I gave him half a drachm of 


ipecacuanha, which vomited him twice with 
great relief ; the pain though very violent, re- 
turned but ſeldom throughout the whole day, 
and he had about twenty ſtools. In the even- 

ing, I gave him half an ounce of cream of tar- 
tar, to be taken directly, and continued the whole 
night throughout, with a quart of barley- 
water. He drank this out, and his pain and 
ſtools diſappeared entirely by the morning. The 
third day I gave him three ounces of tamarinds, 


that brought on three gentle ſtools: on the 
fourth, he was well. But in a much more con- 


ſiderable caſe of the dyſentery, I have perfectly 
cured a perſon ſixty-eight years old in four days, 
by the uſe of three ounces of tamarinds, and halt 
an ounce of cream of tartar every day. 


I could not however always bring the affair to 


_ paſs, purely with evacuating and antiſeptic re- 


medies. The pains were at times extremely 
violent, when the patients had not been purged 
enough at firſt, and in the courſe of the diſeaſe 
were too averſe to taking the opening medicines; 
accordingly the bearing down was in theſe caſes 


tolerable. I was alſo ſometimes obliged to 
think 
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think of medicines more immediately anodyne, 
and where my hands were bound in various 
ways, to leſſen the too great violence of the 
purging by innocent means. 

I always looked upon it as dangerous to give 
opium in the dyſentery, before the fuel, that fed 
the fire of the diſorder, was burnt out. 1 en- 
deavoured therefore to find out a method of 
giving opium, in theſe obſtinate and extraordi- 


nary painful caſes, with as little prejudice as 


poſſible. This happened for the moſt part to 


be of benefit, but was not always without pre- 
judice. 


The laudanum liquidum Sydenhami, given to 
ſix drops in linſeed-tea every ſix hours, to a pale 


young gentleman about nine years old, who for 


ſome years had been plagued with worms, ſoothed, 
indeed, his violent pains on the eighth day of the 
diſerder, after a hearty evacuation, but it very 
much increaſed his fever; though at the ſame time 
I ordered him every three hours day and night, a 
large ſpoonful of tincture of rhubarb prepared 
with water, It cauſed likewiſe, in this child, an 

_ endeavour to vomit, as it retained the putrid mat- 
ter ſtill remaining behind, and indeed brought 
on a downright vomiting. But all theſe indiſpo- 
tions vaniſhed on the repeated uſe of the tama- 
| rinds, 


. 
> 


Mo 
** 
3 

2 

* 

*. 

* 
* 
1* 
0 


64% A TREATISE oN 
rinds, cream of tartar, powder of rhubarb, and 
on totally laying aſide the laudanum. _ 


Sixteen drops of the laudanum Sydenhami, 
given to a young man of Brugg, after copious 
evacuations made on occaſion of his being af- 
flicted with violent pains in the bowels, excited 
anxious dreams, and a pretty ſmart pain in the 
Joints, while that in the belly ceaſed entirely; 
however, this pain in the limbs vaniſhed the next 
day. Eight drops in the evening, and the ſame 
quantity at midnight, were on the contrary af- 
terwards of good effect in the very ſame perſon; 
he had no pains in the joints, nor in the belly, 
no dreams, leſs ſleep, and ſeven ſtools during the 
whole night, inſtead of an hundred and fifty or 
two hundred, which he had had before every night. 
Yet the diſtemper grew long and tedious, and 
continued on him a fortnight; this J aſcribed to 
the laudanum, which to be ſure eaſed the pa- 
tient, but by the very eaſe it gave, lengthened 
the diſorder. This is the only one among all 
my patients, who had the prolapſus recti at 
the end of the diſeaſe; but he ſoon recovered, 
and remained from that time perfectly freſh and 
healthy. 


In four other caſes I have obſerved, that the 
laudanum Sydenhami given after proper evacu- 
ations, 
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ations, alleviated the pains, and leſſened the num- 
ber of ſtools, without ſtopping them entirely; I 
began then immediately with the rhubarb. 
Whence appears, that it ſometimes had the ad- 


5 . | vantage of ſomewhat diminiſhing the ſtools, with- 


cout putting a ſtop to them, and in the mean time 
of taking away the pains : , but without rhubarb 
sen in the intervals, or juſt after, it was very 
blainly pernicious. 


In the child of a perſon of condition, a year old, 
notwithſtanding all its crying and purging, the 
We dyſentery was not diſcovered till the fourth day, 
and then only from the circumſtance of the pure 
blood being ſeen run inſtreams downits thighs, 


continued lethargy, with perpetual ſpaſmodic 
contractions in all parts of the body: I expected 
nothing elſe to follow, but death. In the mean 
while J gave him a purge of tamarinds, every 
three hours the whole day and night through- 
out, two large tea-ſpoonfuls of the tincture of 
[rhubarb made with water, a great deal of linſeed- 
tea, and every ſix hours, three drops of Syden- 
ham's laudanum. Its excrements were very copi- 
ous, and of various colours, white, yellow, brown, 
green, red, and black. By this method the child, 


After the moſt violent pains, this child fell into a 


in ſpite of a miliary eruption, (which appeared 
F towards 
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towards the endof thediſorder, and went off ſponta- 
neouſly by deſquamation) got well in a fortnight. 


To a child of two years of age, in Brugg, that 
upon the firſt onſet of the diſorder, entirely loſt 
all ſenſation from a ſpaſmodic contraction of the 
nerves, I gave the tamarinds and the tincture of 
rhubarb, but no laudanum; accordingly it died. 
The death of this child is the only one, which! 
could aſcribe to my want of capacity and knoy- 
ledge in my profeſſion ; the few other deaths 
that happened, were entirely owing to the un- 
towardneſs of my patients. 


n 
3 


I found chamomile- tea the beſt means next 
to opium, of alleviating the pains, and beſides 
that, it is at the ſame time antiſeptic. _ I gave 
this infuſion, which is even of ſervice in inflam- 
mations of the bowels, in great plenty, and very 

often with good ſucceſs, Linſeed- tea, rice- 
gruel, barley-water, and clyſters of gum arabic, 
were alſo very ſerviceable in mitigating extraot- 
dinary violent tormina; though the clyſters 
came away often without effect, and therefore! 
could place but very little confidence in them at 
the height of the diſorder. I likewiſe gave at | 
almond-emulſion to be drunk quite warm, which 
the patient found very ſerviceable, whenever the 


pains were conſiderable, 
| Jn 
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In general I perceived very well, that the pain 
could not be radically cured by any means, unleſs 
the ſole cauſe of the diſtemper, the putrid mat- 
ter, were diſcharged. In like manner the 
violent teneſmus, which was ſo very trouble- 
ſome even at the end of the diſorder, was not 
put a ſtop to either by Diaſcordium clyſters, or 
WS the Theriaca and milk, as Huxham adviſes ; for 
WT the evacuations muſt be repeated, as long as the 
teneſmus continues. In many of my patients, 
found at the end of a very violent illneſs, 
painful irritation to ſtool, which for the moſt 
W part was fruitleſs, and which was followed very 
ſeldom by a very ſmall ſtool. I accounted for 
this, from the loſs of the natural mucus in the 
rectum. But this explication was falſe ; for I 
gave them in conſequence of it, clyſters of half 
an ounce of gum arabic diſſolved in warm water, 
and they were of no ſervice; I gave laudanum, 


morning and evening, a ſpoonful of the tincture 
of rhubarb above- mentioned; and this was of 
the greateſt benefit. Whence I learned, that 
this teneſmus, which appeared towards the end 
f the diſeaſe, did not proceed from the too great 
denudation of the inteſtines, and an increaſe of 
their ſenſibility proceeding therefrom ; but in 
reality from a ſubſtance, that till remained in 
te cavities of the great guts. 


F 2 Many 


and it was juſt the fame; I then gave them 
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Simaruba, Caſcarilla, and the Terra Iaponica are 


tedious dyſentery, attended with a great ſenſe of 


purged and with great benefit, getting well in a 


Many of my patients called me in late, and 
ſometimes extremely ſo. In theſe caſes, where 


uſually thought to be abſolutely neceſſary, | 
gave ſometimes an emetic, and with rhubatb 
alone finiſhed the whole affair, when the diſorder 
had laſted very long. A woman of fixty-thre 
years of age, inthe diſtrict of Wildenſtein, that had 
had the dyſentery a week, and had at that time 
fifty ſtools in twelve hours, at the ſame time that 
every thing ſhe eat and drank came away from 
her by vomiting, I cured with an emetic, and 
the other remedies above-mehtioned, in a fey 
days. I have made ſome people well in the 
country, that had been a month together with- 
out medicines, and were attacked with a long 


wearineſs in the members, ſhiverings, violent 
ſweats, and a perfect indigeſtion. All that! 
gave them, conſiſted merely in a few doſes of 
rhubarb in powder, to the quantity of halt a 
drachm, which I ordered them to take in the 
morning tor two days together, with chamomile- 
tea. With this powder they were tolerably well 


couple of days; on the contrary, theſe caſes were 
dreadfully prolonged, when in contempt of phy- 
{ic and phyſicians, the diſorder was left to na- 


ture, quacks, and old women. A woman in tie 
| | diſtrict 
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diſtrict of Caſtel, had had the dyſentery already 


een days in a very high degree, when ſhe con- 


ſalted me. I gave her only for a couple of days, 
ſome cream of tartar to be diſſolved in barley- 
. water, the rhubarb powder, and chamomile 
ow ers for tea, in expectation that ſhe would ſend 
I me an account of the manner in which ſne found 
L herſelf, and aſk for more medicines. She ſet 
thoſe ſhe had aſide, as they were not of ſervice the 
very firſt day, and let me hear no more of her. 
She continued thus with the dyſentery on her far 
the ſpace of nineteen weeks, following a thouſand 
old womens recepts, and at the end of that time 
earned by chance from her huſband, that ſhe 
had not yet got rid of her complaint, and till 
had blood in every ſtool. 


| To ſuch, as without keeping their beds, had 
only a violent belly-ach, and at the ſame time 
were coſtive, I gave for ſome days together a 
drachm of powder of rhubarb, to take at twice. 
| The excrements were likewiſe in thoſe perſons, 
immediately after the firſt evacuation, bloody, 
and white, as if they were purulent. But after 
ſome ſtools they found relief, the tormina va- 
niſhed, and they were well in a few days. 


Almoſt all the ſick, that were cured by me to 
a conſiderable number, ſhewed an extraordinary 


4 appetite 
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appetite while under cure. For which reaſon, ] 
did not think any medicines to ſtrengthen the 
ſtomach and bowels here neceſſary. Eating 


ſtrengthened them enough : to ſome I gave, by 


way of corroborating the ſtomach, a ſpoonful of 
tincture of rhubarb every morning; to others, 
Hoffman's viiceral elixir, But I never gaye 
corroborating medicines merely with a view of 
hindering a relapſe; for I do not think, that 
even our egregious Mr. Conrad Rahn “, can 
prevent the dyſentery by means of ſtomachics, 


In general, at the beginning of the diſtemper, 
ipecacuanha, cream of tartar given in great quan- 
tities with barley- water, and tamarinds, were my 
principal remedies. Againſt the tormina, 1 
made uſe of chamomile and linſeed-tea, almond- 
emulſions, gum arabic clyſters, and, but ſeldom, 


and that with the greateſt caution, of laudanum. 


Towards the end of the diſeaſe, rhubarb was of 
ſingular ſervice, 


The reader will be pleaſed to obſerve, that what 15 
ſaid here and in the following pages, of this gentleman, 
is by no means to be taken in a ſerious light. 
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CHAP. v. 
The Effects of other REMEDIES. 


17 E muſt try many things, obſerve and 
compare every thing; if we would not 


be mere novices in the knowledge of nature, and 
| would wiſh ſometimes to draw conſequences 
from our obſervations, that may be of univerſal 


uſe, and extenſive in their effects. 


We grow ſometimes rather negligent from 
ſome ſucceſsful events, and do not examine, 
when the fick are cured, whether we could not 
have ſaved them by a ſhorter, better, ſurer, and 
more univerſally uſeful method. This ſelf. ap- 


plauſe in a phyſician, is a moſt invincible obſta- 


cle to his progreſs in the profeſſion ; for when 
one meets with approbation, one ſhould al- 
ways conſider, whence it comes. TI honeftly 


@ confeſs, I did not treat the firſt patients I had in 


this year's dyſentery, with as great depth and ſo- 
lidity of judgment, as thoſe that came after; 
though not one of my firſt patients died: notwith- 
ſanding which my method was faulty. 


In the fifteen years that I have practiſed phy- 
lic, I never ſaw the dyſentery ſo frequent as this 
| F 4 year, 


+ 
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9 year. Notwithſtanding which, I have during 
this long ſpace of time, viſited a tolerable num. 
ber of dyſenteries, and followed a method with 
$1.4: them, that was ſo far not unfortunate, as none 
; of my patients died; and of which I with give 
the two following examples. 


A woman of ſixty- one years of age, worn out 
with frequent hyſteric fits, and who had been 
before this very often attacked with many vio- 
lent diſtempers, was ſeized in the year 1759, 
with a terrible dyſentery ; ſhe ordered me di 
= rectly to be called. I preſcribed her the tinc- 
3 "= ture of rhubarb prepared with water, a large 
ſpoonful to be taken every three hours day and 
. night, and in the intervals I made her drink 
plentifully of an almond-emulſion, in which gum 

arabic was diſſolved: I likewiſe ordered them 
often to give her clyſters of gum arabic and 
barley-water. By degrees her intolerable grip- 
ing pains, her very high fever, and her teneſ- 
mus diſappeared, on the ule of theſe remedies: 
her ſtools too decreaſed very much. At the 
approach of the fourth night, I thought I might 
venture to give ſixteen drops of the laudanum 
Sydenhami : this night ſhe was very quiet. The 
fifth day the patient was eaſy, without pain, 
ſtools, bearing down, or fever, and quite chear- 
ful and hearty. I now gave her no more me- 

dicine, 
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dicine, in order to ſee, whether the laudanum 
did not deceive me. But likewiſe in the after- 


noon all the bad ſymptoms kept off, excepting 
that ſhe was a little delirious. I gave her ne- 
vertheleſs the almond emulſion with the gum 
arabic in the evening, and things remained as 
they were before; in a few days, by means of 
ſome ſtrengthening medicines, ſhe was perfect- 
ly recovered. Two years after ſhe had the dyſen- 
tery again, and that very violently; in a week I 
ſet her up again, with the very ſame remedies. 


A very ſtout, healthy, freſh, lively lad, about 
twenty years old, brought with him in the year 
1763, the dyſentery from Zurzach, where it 
then was epidemic. It was very violent, and 
attended with all kinds of bad ſymptoms: the 


$ lick perſon's father, a country parſon, and a ſage 


of the Paracelſian ſchool, gave him infallible re- 
medies againſt the dyſentery one after another, 
while in the mean time the diſtemper roſe higher 
and higher. I, a ſimple layman, was called on 
the eighth day of the diſeaſe, and found the lad 
quite ſpent and overcome, with a down-caſt, 
ſarivelled, and perfectly corpſe-like countenance, 
though before he was very handſome in the 
face. His voice was flow, weak, and broken; 
the cold ſweat ran from him on all ſides, and 
bloody gangrenous ſtools came away withviolent 

pains 
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pains every minute. I told the unhappy father 

to throw all his infallible remedies out of the 
window; and gave the ſon, on the eighth, 
ninth, and tenth day of his diforder, which 
was now in reality riſen to a very high degree, 
not fiery cordials, and infallible remedies that 
would have killed him, but only ſtrong doſes 
of the tincture of rhubarb in water, almond- 
emulfions, (which at firſt he brought up again) 
barley-water, and gum arabic clyſters. By this 
moſt unchemical, and in the higheſt degree, 
ſimple method, the youth that before lay at 
death's door, obtained in a few days his former 
health, and ſoon after his full ſtrength, his uſual 
chearfulneſs, and his fine lively colour, 


Theſe examples, ſelected from many others, 
induced me to try alſo the ſame method, or one 
very little different from it, in this year's dyſen- 
tery. I will at preſent cite two examples of its 
ſucceſs. 


A woman at Brugg, thirty- ſeven years of age, 
of a very irritable temperament, and ſubject to 
the moſt violent hypochondriacal and hyſteric 
ſymptoms, was ſeized this year in June with the 
dyſentery. She ſent for me on the third day, and 

and told me, that ſhe had hitherto hadonly twenty 
of in twenty-four hours, but that theſe were 
accom- 


* 
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accompanied with very violent pains, and that 
with each ſtool ſhe had a propenſity to vomit. I 
gave her three drachms of rhubarb in powder, 
divided into fix parts, andordered her to take one 
of them every two hours, with chamomile-tea, be- 


tween whiles water juſt boiled up with rice, and 


almond-emulſion. The fourth day I found my 
patient had leſs pain, her ſtools were as copious 
as before, and ſtill tinged with blood. I gave 
her again fix half drachms of rhubarb, to be 
taken in the ſame manner as the firſt. In the 
evening ſhe was ſomething better, ſhe had had 
in the mean while ſeven ſtools more: I ordered 
her at night nothing but the rice-water. The 
fifth day the ſick woman told me, ſhe had had 
in the night eight very painful ſtools, and an 
intolerable teneſmus. I preſcribed her a ſpoon- 
ful of tincture of rhubarb every three hours, 
half an ounce of gum arabic diſſolved in half a 
pint of water, to be taken by way of a clyſter 
directly, and a ſecond clyſter of the ſame kind 
in the evening. Upon theſe medicines her pain 
almoſt entirely ceaſed, and ſhe had the whole 
day long but two ſtools, and thoſe without 
blood. During the night I made her drink al- 
mond-emulſion, and the rice-decoction. The 


fixth day ſhe found herſelf very well; however, 


let her ſtill go on with the tincture of rhubarb, 
and the lame diet, She recovered her health, 
but 
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but nevertheleſs had two relapſes; the firſt from 
being put into a paſſion by a quarrel, the ſe- 
cond from being twice wetted through at night 


with the rain. She was cured by the ſame 
means as before. | 


A ſickly, heavy, lethargic perſon, of nine and 


twenty years, inclining to green ſickneſs and 


white ſwellings, was attacked very violently at 
Brugg this year in Auguſt, with the dyſentery, 


Being applied to for advice the ſame evening, 


1 gave her an ounce of tincture of rhubarb pre- 
pared with water. She had the whole night 
throughout very violent pains, a great many 
ſtools, and a conſtant propenſity to vomit. I 
gave her the ſecond day half a drachm of ipe- 
cacuanha, and let her afterwards go on with 
the tincture of rhubarb as before; as to the reſt, 
I allowed her to eat or drink nothing but rice- 
gruel, water-gruel, and chamomile-tea. In the 
evening ſhe told me, that a vaſt quantity of mu- 
cus and bile was come away with the vomit, 


that her tormina were violent, and her ſtools 


not very copious: as to fever, I did not find 
that ſhe had any, and gave her an ounce of 
tincture of rhubarb to be taken as before. In 
the night her ſtools were more frequent, and her 
pains almoſt intolerable. She was in the ſame 
ay on the morning of the fifth day, when I 

| ordered 
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ordered her an ounce of the tincture of rhubarb, 
and two half ounces of gum arabic for as many 
clyſters. But theſe clyſters. came away imme- 
diately each time, my patient was all day long 
obliged to go to ſtool every minute, with in- 
effable torments, and there came away an im- 
meaſurable quantity of water, mucus, bile, and 
blood. I bid her take an ounce of rhubarb as 
before, and drink almond- emulſion plentifully, 
with rice-gruel. Notwithſtanding which, ſhe 
had juſt in the ſame manner a large ſtool every 
minute, with cholicky pains. Her nurſe could 
not bear any longer the ſmell of her ſtools, 
though ſhe aired the chamber continually, and 
carried them out immediately, as faſt as they 
came away. | 


The fourth day in the morning, all theſe 
complaints were at a very great height. I pre- 
ſcribed, together with the uſual drink of almond- 


_ emulſion and rice-gruel, two ſpoonfuls of a 


mixture compoſed of an ounce of tincture of 
rhubarb, half an ounce of gum arabic, and ſe- 
ven ounces of water, to be taken every hour. 
In the evening J found my patient fitting al- 
moſt continually on the cloſe-ſtool, her excre- 
ments inexpreſſibly copious, enough to ſtink 
one to death, yellow, green, brown, black, and 
ſtreaked with a quantity of blood ; ſhe at the 

ſame 
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ſame time full of pain, anxiety, and terrors al- 
moſt to deſperation, extremely weak, and at times 
even fainting away. I let her take all at once 
half of the mixture ordered in the morning, 
and which ſhe had not till then made uſe of, 
I then gave her for ten o'clock at night, twenty 
drops of the laudanum Sydenhami, and ordered 
that ſhe ſhould drink as much almond-emulſion 
as poſſible all night long. Her dead pale 
cheeks were affected with a great heat, as ſoon 
as ſhe had taken the laudanum ; ſhe ſlept ſome 
hours afterwards, had a few ſtools, and very 
little pain. On the fifth day in the morning, I 
made her take the other half of the mixture, 
with the almond-emulſion and chamomile: tea. 
In the afternoon I ſtill found her with the fluſh- 
ing in her face, a ſly undermining fever, and 
but few ſtools in the ſpace of an hour, which 

were no longer of that cadaverous quality as be- 
fore, nor bloody, but attended with great pains. 
I ordered that a clyſter ſhould be given her of 
gum arabic and water, which came away direct- 


ly without effect. In the evening her pains 
were very violent, at night I gave her ſixteen 
drops of Sydenham's laudanum, and preſcribed 
a good quantity of almond- emulſion. She ſlept 
{ome hours, had five ſtools in the night without 
pain, and in the morning found herſelf better 
in all reſpects. 
The 
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The ſixth day, I ordered nothing elſe in the 
morning than the ſame clyſter, rice- decoction, and 
almond-emulſion; ſhe had three ſtools, and her 
excrements were again ſomewhat red. In the 
afternoon I found my patient without fever, 
heat and pain: I preſcribed again a clyſter of 
gum arabic, and the ſame drink. Notwith- 
ſtanding which the pain returned, her ſtools con- 
tinued, and were green, black, and ſomewhat. 
tinged with blood, bur much leſs ſtinking than 
before; ſhe herſelf was quite free from any fe- 
ver, but feeble, and inflated : I gave her ſixteen 
drops of laudanum. This medicine had the 
uſual effect in the night, when ſhe had three ſtools 
in the ſame manner as before. The ſeventh day 
I gave her early in the morning an ounce of 
tincture of rhubarb, of which ſhe was to take a 
ſpoonful every two hours, and as to the reſt, to 
1 go on with the fame diet-drink as before. 
The conſequence was, that the patient had 
that day nine perfectly yellow, ineffably ſtink- 
ing, but in no wiſe painful ſtools, which gave 
her the greateſt eaſe. At night I gave her ſix- 
teen drops of laudanum ; ſhe had two ſtools, 
almoſt without ſmell. The eighth day I gave 
no medicines, to ſee how far the diſorder had 
really gone: ſhe had a few, bilious, painful 
ſtools, that began already to ſmell ſtrong. I 
preſcribed for the night, laudanum, and for the 
4 following 
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following day, every three hours a ſpoonful of 
tincture of rhubarb. The ninth day ſhe found 
herſelf perfectly eaſy, was hearty, and contrary 
to her uſual cuſtom, in good humour: her 
ſtools were very few in number, but ſtill con- 
tinued bilious; I made her go on with the tinc- 
ture of rhubarb, and adviſed her now to eat 
ſomething more ſolid. In the night ſhe had 
ſome pain, and on the tenth day five ſtools, 
otherwiſe ſhe was very well. It was the ſame 
on the eleventh, when I preſcribed her only a 
ſpoonful of the tincture of rhubarb morning and 
evening; ſhe ſlept the whole following night, and 
her looſeneſs had entirely ceaſed. Things were 
in the ſame ſtate on the twelfth day, notwith- 
ſtanding which I adviſed her to take the tinc- 
ture of rhubarb twice a day. On the fifteenth 
day ſhe was ſo well recovered, as to complain 
of nothing but ſome remaining weakneſs ; | 
gave her an ounce of the elixir of vitriol, to 
take forty drops in water twice a day, with 
which ſhe got perfectly well. _ 


A perſon that has any knowledge in phy- 
fic, will eaſily perceive the faultineſs of this 
method, with reſpe& to the dyſentery of 
1765, Many phyſicians think themſelves 
very bold, when they venture to give the 
tincture of rhubarb in a few drops to adults; 
which, to me, has the look of a man's attempt- 

: Ing 
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ing to make a breach in a battery, with the ſame 
ſhot as he uſes to kill ſparrows with. Degner 
gave in the dyſentery at Nimeguen but half a 
ſpoonful, or a ſpoonful, every four or fix hours. 
My doſes were larger and more numerous; not- 
withſtanding which, the effects of the rhubarb 
were too ſlow and tedious, as it was neither pur- 
gative nor antiſeptic enough, and let the dif- 
order get to a great height. In ſome very ſe- 
J | vere caſes of the dyſentery, which on account of 
dle prolixity I have been guilty of in other 
places, I have not here related, I gave at firſt 
an emetic, and afterwards till the fifth day tinc- 
W ture of rhubarb in great quantities, with al- 
mond-emulſions, and rice-water, without any 
good effect: on the other hand, cream of tartar 
produced a ſudden alteration for the better, by 
rendering the {tools more copious, and of a more 
ſolid conſiſtence. Hence I concluded, that this 
method was 1n general of no ſervice in this epide- 
my; that I might for the moſt part reſerve the 
tincture of rhubarb for ſlight indiſpoſitions, (in 
which indeed I commonly found it of benefit) 


but that it was an excellent remegy towards the 
end of the diſorder. 


f ; 
” In like manner, the rhubarb in powder did 
b not purge ſufficiently in the beginning. It 


always increaſed the pain, (which however did 
| G ö not 
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not happen on taking it in tincture,) and the 
number of ſtools was not very much leſſened. 
Mixed with cream of tartar it purged better, 
though ſtill with much pain; on the contrary, 
the tamarinds evacuated quickly, copiouſly, and 
without bringing on freſh pain; and directly 
after their operation, the number of ſtools waz 
_ ſuddenly diminiſhed. Thoſe perſons to whom! 
gave an emetic in the morning, and afterwards 
that evening together with the ſubſequent morn- 
ing and evening half a drachm of rhubarb, al. 
ways recovered ſlower than thoſe, to whom I pre- 
ſcribed at the ſame time a great quantity of 
cream of tartar with barley- water. We may ſe 
from all this, that though many great phyſicians, 
and even Degner himſelf, look upon rhubarb as 
the choiceſt purge in nature in dyſenteric cafes, on 
account of its poſſeſſing at the ſame time a Jaxa- 
tive and corroborating, or rather an aſtringent 
power, they did ſo without ſufficient grounds: 
that rhubarb in a dyſentery attended with a pu- 
trid fever, without the addition of acids, lets the 
diſorder go on its own train; and thus is the 
occaſion of its being prolonged, and is theretore 
by no means a ſpecific in this diſtemper. 


Being of a rather incredulous diſpoſition, andac- 
quainted with one particular only, a method that 
anſwered my views in every reſpect, I was not in- 
clined 


\ 
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clined to try a heap of other remedies, otherwiſe 
very much prized in the dyſentery. On the 
= other hand, two other phyſicians have communi- 
= card to me ſome very important experiments 
on che uſe of the vitrum ceratum antimonif, 
grapes, and other fruit, which I will here relate 
WS wich the moſt unfeigned pleaſure, for their ho- 
K | nour, and the benefit of my fellow. creatures. 


FILE, >" 


_ A Lutheran clergyman, of great penetration 
end vnderſtanding, the Rev. Mr. John Merk, 
miniſter at Ravenſburg in Swabia, encouraged 
br. Moehrlin, a phyſician in this city of great 
WS ingenuity, and twenty - eight years practice, to 
WE make a trial of the vitrum ceratum antimonii. 
WS Eight days afterwards this phyſician told him 
1 with a ſmile, the meaning of which a man, who 
| 5 has any ſentiments of humanity, cannot be igno- 
WS rant of, that he had tried the medicine on three 
| perſons; but had occaſioned therewith ſo great in- 
We diſpoſitions, that he was in the greateſt haſte to have 
Wy :<courſe to every thing he could think of, capable 
o putting a ſtop to them, and had therefore no 
W great inclination to try it any further. But as Mr. 
3 Merk ſaw very well, that this remedy could not 
3 have ill performed the intended effect, in regard 
ss the diſorder itſelf; he begged the phy ſician 
. with the irreſiſtible argument of the benevo- 
1 lence due to his brethren, not yet to give up the 
q GX: affair, 
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affair, the rather, as the concomitant effeqz 
could be eafily remedied. Some weeks after, 
the doctor ſaw Mr. Merk again, and told him 
with the greateſt joy, that he had already ſaved 
ſome perſons by means of the vitrum ceratum, 
the acrimony of which was obtunded with 
 marſh- mallows root, and in the ſpace of two 
days had very well recovered fome, on whom 
the uſual remedies had proved ineffectual, who 
had been even delirious, and had one foot in 
the grave, He therefore continued this remedy, 
eſpecially where any thing malignant appeared, 
and that always with very good effect. 


Upon this, Dr. Moehrlin was pleaſed to ſend 
me a circumſtantial account of theſe cures from 
Swabia. He made the firſt of the above-men- 
tioned experiments, upon a woman of ſeventy 
years of age. He gave her ſix grains in luke- 
warm water in the morning faſting, and ordered 
her not to eat or drink any thing for the ſpace 
of three hours; after that he went again to { 
her, but found her quite weak and miſerable, 
and apprehended a fatal and ſudden end to the 
diſorder : however he encouraged her, and gave 
her with his own hands a good portion of fat 
mutton broth. In the ſpace of two hours ſhe 
had twenty ſtools, after that the excrements 


were without blood, the cholicky pains went 
off 
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; 1 off, and ſhe reſted well two hours in the night, 
= Thc following day her looſeneſs was ſtill more 
= Jimninihed, and Dr. Moehrlin in the Hippocra- 
ic method, ſtood ſtill without doing any thing. 
ue third day the woman thanked her phyſician 
for his excellent remedy, and told him, that ſhe 
had ſlept well the whole night through, and had 
ſcarce had three ſtools. Upon this the doctor 
ordered her nothing elſe than a good diet, and 
after ſome days found his patient perfectly ſet 
up again. 


== Hereupon Dr. Moehrlin continued the uſe of 
W this remedy, and the rather, as at the end of 
= Auguſt the number of the ſick daily increaſed, 
and rhubarb and ſimaruba were too dear for the 
W lower ſort of people. The firſt doſe of fix grains 
& occaſioned ſickneſs and faintings with every body; 
| the ſecond and third however did not; yet pre- 
judiced people were much againſt the antimony, 
as the apothecary made them believe ill of it, be- 
cauſe in truth he gets very little by it. How- 
ever Dr. Moehrlin took it into ſerious conſide- 
ration, whether he could not remedy theſe bad 
effects: this was not very difficult, for inſtead of 
making uſe of his Æſculapian authority to for- 
bid all ſort of drink, he had nothing elſe to do, 
than to order directly at the beginning of the 
diſorder, a baſon full of barley-gruel, or the like 
G 3 emollient 
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emollient drink. At length he took it into con- 
| fideration, whether it would not ſucceed to mix 
three or four grains of marſh- mallows root pow- 
dered, with ſix grains of the antimony; nature 
now effected what the doctor deſired, the ſick- 
neſs and faintings did not come on, the excre- 


tions were quicker, more copious, and without 


pain. 


Dr. Moehrlin had given this remedy to above 
ſeventy perſons of all ages: there were but fey 
that required more than three doſes, (each doſe 
containing ſix or eight grains) in order to be 
cured: the firſt doſe increaſed the flux, with the 
ſecond it diminiſhed, and with the third it diſ- 
appeared. It was very ſeldom neceſſary to in- 
creaſe the quantity of the above- mentioned doſes, 
or to add to the number of them. With one per- 
ſon, who did not follow the diet preſcribed, Dr. 
Moehrlin proceeded as far as the ninth doſe, 
the laſt of which conſiſted of fourteen grains; 
this in the ſpace of four hours occaſioned above 
thirty ſtools, and upon that the tormina, teneſ- 
mus, and even the fingultus ceaſed entirely, ſleep 
returned, and after ſome days the patient was 
perfectly well. Dr. Moehrlin found that blood- 
letting was one of the beſt preparatives towards 
the cure of this diſorder, when he was called di- 
rectly at the beginning; on the contrary, he 

found 


3 
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bund it of great diſſervice, when the malady had 


already ſpread itſelf through the whole body. 

In this caſe three doſes were not ſufficient, and 

even then at the end of the diſorder a dropſical 

tumor extended itſelf over the whole body, 
which continued for many weeks. 


All theſe things being taken together, we muſt 
confeſs that this famous antimonial remedy, long 
fince made known to us by the Edinburgh eſ- 
ſays, ſhewed itſelf in Ravenſburg, to be one of 
the beſt and choiceſt remedies an the then 
epidemic dyſentery. I ſhall have occaſion in the 


tenth chapter, to take it more fully into con- 
ſideration. 


\ 


A much more agreeable remedy, but which 


in conſequence of a generally received, though 


very filly notion, was looked upon as a real poi- 
lon, was made trial of with the ſame good ſuc- 
ceſs. Dr. Keller, an ingenious, careful, and ex- 
tremely diſcreet young phyſician, at Weinfeld in 
Torgaw, had not only had an opportunity to 
vindicate the innocence of grapes and fruit, with 
reſpect to our dyſentery, but even to experience 
in the cleareſt manner, their prodigious uſe in 
the cure of this dyſentery, 
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He began with a child a year and a half old, 
which had been haraſſed with the dyſentery for 
the ſpace of eight days, in a miſerable manner. 
Whatſoever artifice was employed, it could not 
be brought to take the leaſt medicine, had al. 
ready had ſeveral convulſions, and appeared to 


be very near its end. The parents in the great: 


eſt diſtreſs, begged of Dr. Keller in the moſt 
urgent manner, to try every thing in the world 
to ſave their child. He adviſed them to give it 
grapes: the parents fears for its death, got the 
better of their prejudices, which might otherwiſe 
have occaſioned it; the child eat two grapes in 
the evening, and ſlept very ſound the whole night. 
The next day they gave it more grapes, and after 
having eaten a great many of them during the 
ſpace of eight days, it got perfectly well. 


In the mean time Dr. Keller had under his 
care a gentleman of rank, and of great know- 
ledge in medicine, who was attacked with the 
dyſentery : this perſon had taken the neceſſary 


- evacuating medicines with good effect, but could 


not reſolve upon taking any other remedy. In 
theſe ſad circumſtances Dr. Keller adviſed him 
in the ſame manner the uſe of fruit, and three 
days afterwards received from him the follow- 
ing letter. 


SIR, 


n 
- 
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SIR, 


„AN averſion for all forts of medicine has 


brought me at laſt to a reſolution of try- 


| « jng the effects of fruit. In the forenoon I be- 


« oan with two grapes; at noon I indulged 
« myſelf with ſome freſh plumbs boiled; after 


| « that I eat ſome more raw, at the ſame time 
| « three peaches, and towards evening a few 


« black-berries, All this agreed very well till 


eight o'clock, when the tumult in my bowels 
began, and continued on in the ſame way till 
midnight, ſo that in all that time I could ſcarce 
| « ſtay half an hour in bed; though all this was 


« without pain, teneſmus, or any other indiſ- 
« poſition, Without doubt two potions of 


WW © manna, and four rhubarb powders, would not 


have had ſuch an effect upon any man in the 


world. On this followed my natural reſt; in 


the morning I found myſelf very well, and 
Neat my haſty- pudding with pleaſure. This 
happy ſucceſs encouraged me to go on in the 


| ©* ſame manner the next day. The effect was 


* exactly the ſame, though ſomewhat leſs ſud- 
„den. My appetite and ſleep increaſe, and 


* every thing goes on better, thank God, from 
day to day.“ | | 


This 
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This letter, which Dr. Keller inceſſantly read 
to all he met with ſick or well, prevailed at laſt 
ſo much, that every body had a mind to eat 
fruit; and that every one, that was not obſtinate 
to the higheſt degree of folly, did in reality eat 
it, and all with the beſt ſucceſs. 


A phyſician of penetration, but by reaſon of 
the milkineſs of his diſpoſition ſomewhat timor- 
ous, and perhaps not free from all kinds of preju- 
dice, has ſince ſaid in the preſence of the ſociety 
for natural enquiries in Zurich, That fruit, though 
he could not but allow it to be of real uſe in the 


dyſentery, might nevertheleſs do harm, on ac- 


count of the quantity of air which it generates, ac- 
cording to Hales's and Macbride's experiments, 
by diſtending too much the fibres of the inteſtines, 
already violently irritated by the diſorder. Here- 
upon Mr. Chamberlain Heidegger of Zurich, a 
great ſtateſman, who with the moſt inconceivable 
penetration pierces into every thing worthy of be- 
ing known under the ſun, replied, that this was 
really true; but the ſame experiments ſhewed, that 
the air generated was again abſorbed on the ceſſi- 
tion of fermentation, by the juices of the fruit, 
and therefore this effect could not laſt long. It 
appears to me, that grapes and other fruit inflate 
bowels that are very weak, and otherwiſe ſubject 
to too great expanſion, when they do not prove 


4 purga- 
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purgative, and the body is rather bound, or the 
teneſmus very great; Juſt as manna is very in- 
flating, when it does not purge ſufficiently; but 
by the purgative power of certain fruits, and 
principally grapes, the ſtools of moſt of my pa- 
tients were promoted, and with them the wind 
moſtly came away. Conſequently it was juſt as 


WS little neceſſary to fear in this caſe, that the fick 


would burſt aſunder like a bomb, from eating a 
few grapes, as it was for the great Winſlow to 


* proſtrate himſelf before the altar of the virgin 


Mary (when he had preſcribed two ounces of 


manna in the hoſpital at Paris) under an appre- 


henſion that it might excite too ſtrong a purg- 
ing, or tear in pieces the tender tiſſue of the fi- 
bres of the inteſtines. 


It follows from the contents of this chapter, 


that in reality the tincture of rhubarb prepared 


with water ſometimes performs very good cures 
in the dy ſentery; but that this tincture in gene- 
ral, was too feeble a remedy in our dyſentery; 
that the powder of rhubarb, without the addi- 
tion of other remedies, let it go on its own train, 
and thus was the means of prolonging it, and 
that therefore rhubarb is no ſpecific in the dy- 
lentery ; that the vitrum ceratum antimonii, 
ſhewed itſelf to be one of the beſt and choiceſt 


| temedies in this diſtemper; and that grapes and 


fruit 
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fruit likewiſe evidently appeared to be an excellent 
remedy for the ſame, though in the Hippocratic 
aſſemblies of old women, it ſtill meets with 2 
very bad reception, 


CHAT. YL 


Effects of Aſtringent and Conſtipating Me. 
dicines, of Aromatics, Brandy, and Wine, 


HE old phyſicians fo far agreed with one 
another in the cure of the dyſentery, that 
inſtead of ſtriving to evacuate the matter, they 
choſe unanimouſly rather to reſtrain it, and puta 
ſtop to its efflux, with incraſſating and aſtringent 


remedies ; by theſe indications the diet and the 
whole method of cure was regulated. 


Such notions, as are the produce of igno- 
rance and folly, are never to be eradicated. It is 
true, the phyſicians of our times, oppoſe tor the 
moſt part that method, which is calculated to 
cure the bilious dyſentery, by the means of con- 
ſtipating and aſtringent medicines ; but man- 
kind are too apt to reject in ſpeculation, what 
they make uſe of in practice. Aſtringent re- 
medies are as yet by no means baniſhed, and are 
_ preſcribed by ninety phyſicians out of an hun- 
dred; it is true, they begin with a few evacu- 

ating 
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ating remedies; but of what uſe is-it, to give the 
firſt day an emetic, the ſecond rhubarb, and af- 
terwards nothing elſe but conſtipating and aſtrin- 
gent medicines. found myſelf forced twice in 
our dyſentery of 1765, to preſcribe a purge even 
at the ninth and eleventh day of the diſorder 
as my patients were then in the greateſt danger, 
their fever very violent, their ſtools innumerable, 
and their weakneſs uncommon. This purge con- 
ſiſted of tamarinds; after the evacuation, which 
followed it, the ſtools were very much diminiſhed 
in quantity, the patients heartier than before, and 
the diſorder was at an end in a few days. Suppoſe 
now that I had done in theſe caſes, what moſt 
phyſicians generally do, that 1s, after the evacu- 
ations of the firſt day, gone on with reſtringents: 
without doubt the conſequence would have been 
a tedious fit of ſickneſs, or death. 


: ͤ v SER - 


My hair ſtood an end, when the Proviſion (as 
it was called) againſt the dyſentery, made by 
the excellent college of phyſicians of. Bern in 
1727, and diſtributed among the country peo- 
ple, lately fell into my hands. At the very be- 
ginning of it, the phyſicians of Bern make this 
remarkable obſervation, that the then epidemi- 
cal dyſentery did not perhaps only proceed from 
a diſordered ſtomach, but ſhould be conſidered 
in the light of an acute fever, which produced 


alt 


/ 
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an inflammation of the bowels, We may hence 


conclude, that that ſpecies of the dyſentery, which 


is accompanied with an inflammatory fever, was 
at that time epidemic there; and yet the phyſi- 
cians of Bern in their Proviſion, preſcribed almoſt 
nothing elſe than extremely conſtipating and 
aſtringent medicines ; conſequently every thing 
in nature, that had the greateſt power of increaſ. 
ing the inflammation. 


The Proviſion (as it is called) againſt the dy. 


ſentery, iſſued out by the very ſame college in 
the year 1750, which was printed and diſtributed 
through the whole land, is, it muſt be owned, 
ſomething changed ; however, excepting a very 
large doſe of ipecacuanha, and a couple of doſes 
of rhubarb, the other medicines are as conſtipat- 
ing and aſtringent as poſſible. Without doubt 
this method was at that time good in many 
caſes : but I hope to be excuſed for not giving 
credit to this Proviſion, in the epidemy of 
1765, although it was dealt out by I know 


not what miſtake this year, in ſeveral places 


up and down the country. Some practitio- 
ners gave credit to it, and followed it fo well, 
that their patients could certainly not have re- 


covered in leſs than a quarter of a year. But 


J fear on this account, that the light of this 
century does not ſhine upon theſe gentlemen, 
5 | Who 
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who have perhaps never read any other me- 
Jical work in their lives, than this ſame Pro- 
viſion. 


The ſpirit of contradiction is not my failing; 
as much a martyr to the truth as I otherwiſe am 
in this my beloved country. In the mean while 
it is and ever will be certain, and very eaſy to 
demonſtrate, that aſtringents (or opiates given 
before the proper time) in the dyſentery, retain 


the venomous matter in the body; increaſe the 


pain, fever, heat, and danger; excite anxiety 
about the precordia, the hiccough, ulcers in the 
mouth, vomiting of blood, inflammations in 
the bowels, and a mortal gangrene; or throw 
the patient into a continual cholic, with an ob- 
ſtinate conſtipation of the bowels, into the gout, 
hectic fever, jaundice, tympany, œdematous tu- 
mors, the dropſy itſelf, and even abſolute lameneſs, 
However, I rather chuſe to leave it to Dr. Deg- 
ner and Tiſſot, to expreſs my ſentiments on this 
lo much admired aſtringent and conſtipating 
method of cure. | 


Degner ſays; „In the dyſentery at Nime- 
* guen, the empirics were unanimous in mak- 
* 10g it their ſole endeavour to put a ſtop to, 
and retain the alvine flux, little caring whether 
* the morbific matter were ſufficiently evacuated 

; a8 or 
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« or corrected. The too early and copious uſe 


4 likewiſe of narcotics and opium, had a bad 


te and even mortal event, as the remiſſion of the 
« pains and flux ariſing from thence was very 
« deceitful. The phyſician and his patients 
te grew too ſecure, and the hoſtile attacks of the 
cc malady were leſs vigorouſly withſtood, than 
te they ought to have been; whilſt one ſunk into 
c an eternal ſleep, another died of an inflamma. 
tion of the bowels, and with others the looſe. 
ce neſs ceaſing for a few hours or days, returned 
<« afterwards more violent than before.“ In ano- 
ther part of this excellent phyſician's work, | 
find he is of opinion, that thoſe who give aſtrin- 
gents in the dyſentery, keep the ſnake ſhut up in 


the patient's boſom, by hindering the efflux of 


the acrid peccant matter out of the body, 
whenceproceed inflammations, ulcers, gangrenes, 
and death. 


Tiſſot ſays; © The very worſt method of 
* cure, is juſt that which is moſt followed. The 


e evacuations are cohibited either by aftringents 


or opiates; a fatal method, that ſweeps away 


« yearly a great number of perſons, and throws | 


others into incurable diſtempers. By retaining 
te the excrements, the wolf is ſhut up intheſheeps- 
ce fold. The matter that remains behind, irri- 
*+ Lates 2d inflames the inteſtines; from which 
s inflam- 


Rn 
—— 


- <A 


468 


Tre DYSENTERY. 97 
« inflammation ariſe intolerable pains, an acute 
« inflammatory. cholic, and afterwards either a 
ce gangrene and death, or a ſcirrhus that dege- 
« nerates into a cancer, (of which I have ſeen a 
« dreadful inſtance) or elſe by ſuppurating, 
brings on an abſceſs or an open ulcer, Very 
often the matter is repelled elſewhere, and 
= produces indurations in the liver, anxieties 
« about the precordia, apoplexy, epilepſy, rheu- 
« matic pains, ſore eyes, and incurable cutane- 
« ous diſorders. Such, ſays Dr. Tiſſot, are the 
« effects of all binding and narcotic medicines, 
& 25 the theriaca, mithridate, and diaſcordium, 
« when they are given too early in this diſtem- 
IF per. I was once called in to a very terrible 
c rheumatic caſe, cauſed by the theriaca be- 
I e ing given on the ſecond day in the dyſentery,” 


Having premiſed thus far from the obſerva- 
WT tions of others, I now come to the main point, 
namely, to what our own experience has taught 
Wh us in this epidemy, with reſpect to binding, con- 
WE ſtipating, and aftringent remedies. I could have 
| | been furniſhed with an infinitely greater num- 
ber of caſes from all parts, if people had not 
carefully buried in filence thoſe faults, againſt 
me commiſtion of which they had been ſo ear- 
7 neſtly and urgently cautioned ; and if mankind 
did not uſually ceaſe to be ſincere, as ſoon as 
chey perceive that they are obſerved. 


H A young 
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« or corrected. The too early and copious uſe 
s likewiſe of narcotics and opium, had a bad 
c and even mortal event, as the remiſſion of the 
« pains and flux ariſing from thence was very 
« deceitful. The phyſician and his patients 
<« grew too ſecure, and the hoſtile attacks of the 
c malady were leſs vigorouſly withſtood, than 
te they ought to have been; whilſt one ſunk into 
© an eternal ſleep, another died of an inflamma. 
'<« tion of the bowels, and with others the looſe. 
ce neſs ceaſing for a few hours or days, returned 
« afterwards more violent than before.“ In ano- 
ther part of this excellent phyſician's work, l 
find he is of opinion, that thoſe who give aſtrin- 
gents in the dyſentery, keep the ſnake ſhut up in 
the patient's boſom, by hindering the efflux of 
the acrid peccant matter out of the body, 
whenceproceed inflammations, ulcers, gangrenes, 
and death. 


Tiſſot ſays; ** The very worſt method of 

* cure, is juſt that which is moſt followed. The 
s evacuations are cohibited either by aſtringents 
% or opiates; a fatal method, that ſweeps away 
« yearly a great number of perſons, and throws 
others into incurable diſtempers. By retaining 
ce theexcrements, the wolf is ſhut up intheſheeps- 
% fold. The matter that remains behind, irri- 
*“ tates and inflames the inteſtines z from which 
| + jnflam- 
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« inflammation ariſe intolerable pains, an acute 
« inflammatory. cholic, and afterwards either a 
T gangrene and death, or a ſcirrhus that dege- 
« nerates into a cancer, (of which I have ſeen a 


« dreadful inſtance) or elſe by ſuppurating, | 


« brings on an abſceſs or an open ulcer, Very 
« often the matter 1s repelled elſewhere, and 
« produces indurations in the liver, anxieties 


« about the precordia, apoplexy, epilepſy, rheu- 


« matic pains, fore eyes, and incurable cutane- 
« ous diſorders. Such, ſays Dr. Tiffot, are the 
« effects of all binding and narcotic medicines, 
ce 25 the theriaca, mithridate, and diaſcordium, 
« when they are given too early in this diſtem- 
« per. I was once called in to a very terrible 
« rheumatic caſe, cauſed by the theriaca be- 
ing given on the ſecond day in the dyſentery,” 


Having premiſed thus far from the obſerva- 
tions of others, I now come to the main point, 
namely, to what our own experience has taught 
us in this epidemy, with reſpect to binding, con- 
ſtipating, and aſtringent remedies. I could have 
been furniſned with an infinitely greater num- 
ber of caſes from all parts, if people had not 


carefully buried in ſilence thoſe faults, againſt 


the commiſſion of which they had been 2 ear- 
neſtly and urgently cautioned; and if mankind 
did not uſually ceaſe to be ſincere, as ſoon as 
they perceive that they are obſerved. 
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A young ſkinner at Arau, put a ſtop to his 
dyſentery by means of oatmeal-gruel, a remedy 
preſcribed by the phyſicians of Bern in 1750, 
which he made very thick, and by the uſe of it, 
became lame hand and foot ; in December he 
could neither walk nor work, his hands and feet 
were immoveable, and were perceived to wither 


away daily. 


A man of forty years in the county of Lentſ- 
burg had the dyſentery; a quack gave him 2 
reſtriugent medicine, his looſeneſs diſappeared, 
and immediately he fell into a rheumatiſm, that 
tortured him to the height of deſpair. 


A country girl of eleven years, in the ſame 
county, got from a hangman * ſome reſtringent 
medicines, on the eleventh day of her diſorder; 
immediately upon this her pains and looſenels 
_ diſappeared, and on the contrary her feet and 
abdomen were ſwelled up, and remained in this 


condition till her death, which followed in lels 


than a month. 


A peaſant of thirty years of age, from Solo- 
thurn, had the dyſentery; the ſame hangman 
gave him what he called his opiate drops, on 
taking which he began to ſwell, and loſt the uſe 

* Who in ſome parts of Germany, practiſe phyſie with 


great ſucceſs; eſpectally in deſperate caſes, when the pa- 
tient is given up by the phyſicians. f 
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| of his hands and feet. Towards the end of 
December, he was carried about in Arau from. 
one phyſician to another, imploring their aſ- 
ſiſtance. | 


ISIS 8 
RRE 


Our peaſants that were troubled with the dy- 
ſentery, often drank likewiſe warm milk. This 
ſeemingly innocent remedy, was in ſome impor- 
tant caſes very noxious; their ſtools were leſ- 
ſened by it, and even entirely ſtopped; the pa- 
tients were ſeized with a violent pain in the 
| limbs, and a total relaxation and wearineſs, that 
made them unfit for all kinds of work. 


At leaſt in Thurgaw Dr. Keller perceived no 

peculiar good effect from milk, and ſtill leſs from 
oil. To beſure many people boaſted, that they 
had cured themſelves by drinking plenty of 
milk warm from the cow. This happened with- 
out doubt, where there was only a purging to 
be cured, if at the ſame time they uſed a good 
diet; but in a real dyſentery, Dr. Keller ob- 
ſerved very little benefit proceed from milk. 
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In the ſame city Dr. Dummelin, town-clerk 
at Frawenfeld, ſaw two children, one ten and the 
other thirteen years old, who at the beginning 
of their dyſentery, had been made to drink plen- 
Ufully of warm milk from the cow, directly upon 
viich they complained of a painful contraction 
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wo A TREATIS E oY 
and oppreſſion of the ſtomach, after which 2 
vomiting enſued, whereby the milk they had 
taken, was brought up curdled into a cheeſy 
matter moulded into the ſhape of dogs excre- 
ments; upon this convulſions enſuing, both the 
children died in a few days. Dr. Dummelin 
remarked the ſame bad effects of milk on chit. 
dren, in the epidemical OFT of 1738 and 


1739. 


This year all kinds of binding, conſtipating, 
aſtringent, and ſoporific medicines, of all forts, 
forms, and colours were made uſe of in Thur- 
gaw. The moſt famous ſpecifics among the 
common people, were red wine with pepper, 
mutton baked in ſuet, brandy, and acorns 
pounded and boiled in red wine z moſt of them 
died, but ſome recavered. Acorns are indeed 
adviſed by the Proviſion of 1750, (iſſued out by 
the college of phyſicians at Bern) as a good re- 
medy z on the contrary, the Council of Health 
at the ſame place, has forbiden them as noxious, 
in an edict read in the churches the very fame 
year. In ſhort, acorns are extremely aſtrin- 
gent, and excite the moſt obſtinate contupt 
tions of the bowels. 


Moſt vf the country people of Thurgas, 


made ule of cakes compoſed of mutton tai Sh 
eggs 


+#x DYSENTERY. wot 
eggs and mint, under the denomination of ap- 
proved family medicines. Many took powder- 
ed tormentil root, others lapis hæmatites, 
others gun-powder in a ſoft boiled egg, and 
others made uſe of garlick. Thoſe that were 
only attacked with a purging, or had but a 
flight attack of the dyſentery, found no bad ef- 
fects from theſe things. But in ſevere ſick- 


was the conſequence of ſuch meaſures; and the 
patient fell into a dropſy and cachexy. 


The barber-ſurgeons of the villages in Thur- 
gaw, began their cures for the moſt part with 


malady was extremely heightened, and com- 
monly death was the reſult ; ſo that theſe beard- 
doctors were at laſt forced to confeſs, that the 
diſorder was above their reach. 


A practitioner of Thurgaw limited his whole 
method of cure to two remedies. The firft day 
he gave a mixture of ipecacuhana ard rhubarb, 


kept to this laſt, till the purging remitted. On 
tne firſt of December, when I received this ac- 
count from Thurgaw, all this practitioner's pa- 
tients without exception were 4488; either of a 
dropſy or a terrible rheugaatiim, or elle lay 
G eagerly 
Fg 
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neſſes, a great wearineſs over the whole body 


aſtringent medicines. In all their patients the 
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102 A TREATEFIE ow 
eagerly expecting the near approach of friendly 
death. In the mean while, the people of Thur. 
gaw were too ſtupid to ſee into the deletoriouſ. 
neſs of the method purſued by this deſtroying 
angel, though manifeſted by ſuch flagrant 
Proofs. Half Thurgaw cried out, that theſe 
people did not die of the dyſentery, but of the 
dropſy and rheumatiſm. 


In the city of Solothurn, the uſe of aſtrin- 
gents and aromatics, according to the obſerva. 
tions of the excellent Dr. Gugger, increaſed the 
tormina and fever, and produced a gangrene in 
the bowels. But nothing had more fatal ef. 
fects, and was more certainly mortal, than the 
improper application of laudanum. 


To the effects of a dyſentery treated with re. 
ſtringents inſtead of good ſmart purges, I aſcribe 
the caſe of an Engliſhman of diſtinction, whom 
I reſcued from the moſt imminent danger by 
the means of purgatives and antiſeptics ; while 
at the ſame time, without doubt, many a ti 
morous phyſician by leaving the dyſenteric mat 
ter in the body, would have left the patient in 
his diforder. . 8 


This gentleman came into my neighbour- 
hood from Florence, on the 7th of Auguſ. 
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He had been eleven days before attacked with 
a dyſentery, not far from the Baromean iſlands. 
The Italian phyſicians gave him indeed manna 
twice in the beginning, and the firſt time a 
pretty ſtrong doſe of it; but directly thereupon 
endeavoured to put a ſtop to his flux, by means 


| of opium, and other reſtringent and binding 
medicines. The fick gentleman in the mean 
while haſtened towards Switzerland with the 
: dyſentery upon him, and taking theſe medi- 
F cines; he performed his journey in the hotteſt 


weather imaginable, on horſeback, as one is 
obliged to do in this country; the exerciſe of 
riding ſeemed to hearten him; he came luckily 
on the cloud-capt top of St. Gothard's, from the 
ſultry air of Italy, into a piercing cold region. 
An Italian phyſician, whom he had taken ta 
accompany him in his journey, gave him every 
evening a reſtringent medicine. But nature 
was wiſer than art; for the gentleman, after 
two uncommonly large ſtools, which his phyſi- 
cian undoubtedly did not mean he ſhould have, 
and which he nevertheleſs had on the ſixth or 
ſeventh of Auguſt, on his arrival at Zurich, 
found himſelf well. In this condition he came 
the ſame day into our parts, where he intended 
to reſt himſelf a little after the fatigue of his 
journey, and give himſelf up to my care for his 
perfect recovery. 
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104 A TREATISE on 

I found him perfectly hearty, without the 
leaſt diſagreeable ſenſation in his abdomen, 
without the leaſt irritation to a ſtool, without fe. 
ver, and not very weak. Notwithſtanding this, 
as I thought the matter was not ſufficiently 
evacuated, I therefore adviſed him to take 
in the morning and evening, a large ſpoonful of 
the tincture of. rhubarb made with water, and at 
the ſame time to ſubject himſelf to a ſtrict diet, 
ſuch as was proper for his circumſtances. 


The eighth of Auguſt he told me early in the 
morning, that he had had two good natural 
ſtools, had reſted perfectly well, and found him- 
ſelf entirely recovered. I ordered him however 
to go on with the rhubarb in the ſame manner, 
till evening, and even at ſupper he found him- 
ſelf perfe&ly well, talked chearfully without 
interruption, played at cards, and wrote. 


The ninth of Auguſt I was called to him 
early in the morning, in the greateſt haſte. He 
told me that he had had two ſtools in the night, 
which were not offenſive to the ſmell, but 
pretty large; that he had not ſlept at all, had a 
fever on him, had been extremely reſtleſs, 
and was {till ſo. I found ſcarce any change in 
the pulſe, and contented myſelf with ordering 


him to take a 2 ſpoonful more of the tincture of 
rhubarb 


rus DYSENTERY: 0h 
rhubarb the ſame morning, and every two hours 
afterwards half a glaſs of almond-emulſion, in 
the mean while obſerving the courſe of the 
diſorder. | 


In the afternoon I found the fick gentleman 
in a very diſmal] condition. His pulſe was 
really quicker, and he had a vaſt heavineſs and 


pain in his head. Towards evening, an unin- 


terrupted ſlumber for ſome hours put an end 
to thoſe ſymptoms. At the beginningof the night 
he grew exceſſively weak, and after that doſed 


till morning, while at the ſame time the fever 


was very conſiderable. It was however hard 
for me in this confuſion to determine the ſpe- 
cies of his fever. I therefore refolved to con- 
tinue till the morning with the almond-emul- 
ſion, to ſee if perhaps there was not ſome matter 
in the body, which it might be neceſſary to 
evacuate, His head-ach was diminiſhed by the 
morning, but his pulſe was ſtill pretty quick. 


On the twelfth day of his diſorder, on the 
mere preſumption, that ſome of the dyſenteric 
matter might have ſtill remained behind in his 
body, and have putrified by degrees, I gave 
him two ounces and a half of manna in water, 
with half an ounce of cream of tartar at one 
doſe, The effect of this medicine was, that an 


aſtoniſhing 
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106 A TREATISE on. 
aſtoniſhing quantity of an extremely fcetid bi. 

lious matter came away, with a great number 
of ſtools, without the leaſt ſenſation of pain in 
the abdomen, and with the greateſt and moſt 
perfect alleviation, which further increaſed at 
every ſtool. The fick gentleman found him. 
ſelf very hearty, and without the leaſt indiſpo- 
fition, till after one o'clock in the afternoon, 


At two o'clock came on a violent cold fit, 
that ſhook his body all over, and continued in 
this manner for the ſpace of three hours, with 
an unquenchable tairſt, violent head-ach, and 
no inconſiderable nauſea, On this cold fit 
followed a vaſt dry heat over the whole body, 
and an uncommonly violent fever, attended with 
great terror and delirium. I now preſcribed an 
ounce of cream of tartar, ordered it to be di- 
vided into twelve doſes, and one of them to be 
taken every hour in an infuſion of elder flowers; 
at the ſame time I adviſed him to drink plenti- 
fully of lemonade, 


The effect of this remedy, was an aſtoniſhing 
copious excretion of a putrid and inconceivably 
offenſive matter. At break of day I ſaw this 
attack end in a ſtinking ſweat, which ſmelled 
like that of an intermittent fever, 

The 


his 


ed 


Che 


The third day in the morning I found the 
gentleman perfectly well again. I preſcribed 
once more a potion of two ounces and a half 
of manna, and half an ounce of cream of tar- 
tar. Again there came away an immeaſurable 
quantity of a perfectly putrid matter. In the 
evening he found himſelf very well, and reſted 
well the whole night. I now let him drink 


nothing elſe than a good quantity of lemonade. 


The fourth day I went early in the morning 


and found him very chearful, hearty and well. 


I preſcribed him an ounce of cream of tartar 
to be divided into twelve doſes, one of which 


was to be taken every two hours with lemonade, 
about noon I was ſent for on a ſudden, Ano- 
ther equally violent cold fit, ſhaking the very 
inmoſt parts of the body, began at half paſt 


ten, and kept on in the moſt violent manner 
till one o'clock, during which the patient very 
frequently vomited, and went to ſtool. After 
the cold paroxyſm, enſued the ſame violent 
parching fit and unquenchable thirſt, high 
fever and delirium, as before. However, the 


attack ſeemed inclinable to ceaſe at ten in the 


evening, and ſoon after actually did ſo. I let 
him go on with the cream of tartar and limon- 
ade, according as I had ordered in the morning. 

In 
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166 A TREATIS E. on | 
In the night time he reſted tolerably well, at 
leaſt as to his body. 


The fifth day in the morning I gave a vomit 
of half a drachm of ipcacuanha, which worked 
very eaſy, but did not diſcover any more than 
before, any unuſual matter harbouring in the 
ſtomach. During the whole morning there 
fill enſued a great number of very offenſive 
ſtools, by which the fick gentleman was very 
much relieved. In the attack of the fourth day! 
Had remarked, that during this uneaſineſs of 
mind, which proceeded principally from the 
nature of the diſorder, the whites of his eyes 
were intenſely yellow. I feared therefore, that 
at every future attack, the bile would flow in 
great quantity into the inteſtines, or return back 
Into the blood ; in fine, that from a ſimple pu- 
trid tertian fever, it might turn to a double 
putrid tertian ; and conſequently the diſorder 
of this gentleman, who was of ſo much conſe- 
quence to his country, might grow more and 
more difficult and dangerous. On theſe conii- 
derations I reſolved now to make uſe of the 
bark, and to give a full ounce of it before the 
next attack, which according to the premature 
courſe of the diſorder, might be expected on 
che fourteenth of Auguſt, at fix in the morn- 
ing. At two in the afternoon I made a bc- 

ginning; 
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ginnings and by faur o'clock in the morning 
the whole ounce was conſumed. His ſtomach 
roſe againſt the bark, and a ſtrong irritation to 
yomit enſued, and with theſe his uſual anxiety 
of mind. I had it in my power to put a ſtop 
to his vomiting, but I let his ſtools, which 
were pretty frequent, take their courſe; as I 


did not look upon them in a bad light, but ; 


merely as the effects of the bark. 


In the evening and wad of the night 


the pulſe was unequal and fluttering, and at 
times quick; however, this I attributed to 
the condition of his mind. 


On the ſixth day his pulſe was juſt as it 
ſhould be, from early in the morning till nine 
&clock, and the gentleman himſelf very chear- 


ful. After ten he had a little ſenſation of cold. 


in his body, but nothing like a regular ſhiver- 
ing fit, though his hands were at the ſame time 
perfectly warm. After eleven o'clock his de- 
jection of mind came on, and upon that a 


middling heat, that continually increaſed, and 
towards evening became very conſiderable, being 
attended with much fever, and an uncommon de- 
preſſion of ſpirits; after eight o'clock this attack, 
already moderated by the bark, had an end. 
The whole day throughout I had given him 
no 
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no medicine at all. I now preſcribed an ounce 
of bark, ordered it to be divided into ſixteen 
doſes, and one of them to be taken every two 
hours, beginning from ten in the evening; 
whence at each time during the whole night 
enſued a very offenſive ſtool, but no irritation 


to vomit. 


110 


On the ſeventh day the fever came to a per- 
fect intermiſſion, though the patient was not 
free from a dejection of ſpirits very natural in 
ſuch circumſtances, which towards evening 
bordered upon abſolute melancholy. Till eleven 
at noon a ſtool followed upon each doſe of 
the bark, which he now took every hour. His 


«urine, which ſince the acceſs of the fever, had 


come away in ſtreams, was ſtill bloody. He 


paſſed the night „ but entirely with- 
out 42 


On hs eighth day * he was perfectly chearful 
all the morning long, the brighteſt ideas ſhone 
in great profuſion through his whole diſcourſe, 
and his departure was abſolutely fixt for the 
next morning. = 


The fever ought to have come again, but not the 
leaſt glimpſe of it appeared during the whole day. 


On 
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On the ninth day he ſet off on his journey. 

I gave him another ounce of the bark, which 
he was to conſume in the ſpace of that day, the 
ſeventeenth of Auguſt; I adviſed him to take 
an ounce more on the nineteenth; and a week 
afterwards, and ſo on, to repeat the ſame quan- 
tity, in order to prevent a relapſe. 1 cautioned 
him very ſeriouſly not to take any purgative 
medicine within the ſpace of a month, if he 
had not a mind that his fever ſhould directly 
return. I adviſed him in the mean time to live 
entirely upon vegetables. ; 


The ſecond of September 1763, I had an ac- 
count from ſome diſtance off, that this gentle- 
man found himſelf quite well on the twenty- 
fourth of Auguſt, But the ' phyſician, whom 
he had at that time conſulted, had thought it 
neceſſary to add rhubarb to the bark, on which 
his fever had returned directly the very ſame 
day; however, it was at that time cured by 
another phyſician. On the ſixteenth of Septem- 
ber the Engliſh gentleman wrote me word him- 
ſelf, that he now perceived no difference between 
one day and another, and was in perfect health. 
And indeed, ſince this time he has always had 
the beſt health in the world; and enjoys at 
preſent, in the ſixty- fourth year of his age, ſuch 


Wacrity and ſtrength of mind, that he actually 


tranſacts 
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tranſacts the moſt important and perplexed 
ſtate affairs, with unſpeakable facility and great 
reputation. 


After this long but uſeful digreſſion, J reſume 
the thread of my diſcourſe, and haſten to relate 
the noxious effects of aromatics, brandy, and 
wine in our dyſentery. 


Aromatics and wine in general, excite in dy. 
ſenteric perſons a dangerous irritation in the 
bowels, increaſe the pain, fever, and ſtrangury ; 
and when they operate as aſtringents, (which 
however does not often happen) they produce 
all the above- related bad effects of thoſe dange- 
rous medicines ; change the bloody excretions 
into a thin pus ; and wine in particular excites 
a very dangerous ſenſation of anxiety in the pit 
of the ſtomach, that very often accompanies an 


inflammation of the bowels, or precedes it or a 
gangrene; but which ought not to be con- 


founded with that oppreſſion of ſpirits, that ap- 
pears directly at the beginning of malignant dy- 
ſenteries. Brandy 1s here an ablolute poiſon, and 
all theſe remedies occaſion, even in convaleſcents, 
a moſt dangerous relapſe of the fame diſorder. 
All the Swiſs phyſicians, that find the peaſants, 


who are attacked with the dyſentery, in a very 
perplexed condition, have the blame to lay on 


the 
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kitchen phyſic; but chiefly to nutmegs, mace, 


ſoon afterwards throw the patient into the moſt 


dangerous diſtempers. Dr. Tiſſot ſaw once 
eleven ſick of the dyſentery i in one houſe. Nine 
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their graves z for ſhe took care of the child in 
her own way with mulled wine, oil, and ſpices, 
and accordingly it died. She treated herſelf in 
the ſame manner, and died in her own way 
too. 


Dr. Tiſſot ſaw in like manner a man troubled 
W with the dyſentery, who had drunk about two 
ounces of brandy, ſuddenly ſeized with a hic- 
cough, which he oppoſed by the external and 
| internal application of aniſeed- water. Upon 


this enſued an inflammation in the ſtomach, 
: which almoſt brought him to his laſt gaſp; 
; but Tiſſot was his phyſician. However he was 
4 lickly for about a year afterwards, but at length 


Dr. Tiſſot made him well. 


Now all theſe noxious remedies, together 
with putrid cheeſe, were uſed in great quantities 
by the country * in our dyſentery: and 


2 


the uſe of binding medicines, and their beloved 


ginger, pepper, wine and brandy,” which to be 
ſure keep the dyſentery under for a while, bile 


eat fruit, and were happily cured ; the grand- 
mother and a favourite child of her's went to 


1 | alſo. 
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alſo by thoſe in the cities, that lived after the 
country manner. Our peaſants took immedi. 
ately at the firſt attack of the diſorder, nutmegz, 
pepper and cheeſe; in a ſlight indiſpoſition they 
got over it; in ſevere caſes the vomiting conti. 
pued, the medicines, that were afterwardz 
given them, did not ſtay on their ſtomachs, 
and thus the patients were brought to their 
graves. In the county of Lenzſburg the coun. 
try people, in obedience to the advice of the 
famous Senertus in the foregoing century, which 
is ſtill propagated in our times by ignorant phy- 
ficians, univerſally made uſe of red wine and rot- 
ten cheeſe in the beginning of the diſorder. Upon 
this the price of cheeſe evidently roſe; and an inn- 
keeper near Solothurn, not far frem Arau, fold 
during the dyſentery's raging in the canton of 
Bern, ſeven hogſheads of red Alſatian wine more 
than the uſual. quantity he otherwiſe conſumed 
in the ſame number of weeks; accordingly, di- 
rectly at the beginning of the epidemy in the 
county of Lenzſburg, a great number of people 
gave up the ghoſt merely from this intemperats 
uſe of wine and cheeſe. In like manner tie 
mortality that happened in Thurgau at the be- 
ginning of the epidemy, was moſt conſiders- 
ble among the great number of fick, that lived 
in the whole extent of the ſouthern ſide of 


Qcttenberg, as theſe people notwithttanding all 
| the 
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ally followed their depraved appetites with re- 
gard to wine and brandy. At laſt ſuch of the peo- 
ple of Thurgau, as ſtill remained alive, and were 
not yet ſeized, grew ſomething wiſer by the 
conſtant tolling of the bell. They purſued a 
better diet, and rather had recourſe to the phy- 
ficians, than to the wine-caſk or cherry brandy- 
bottle. | 


But this is not ſufficient for me for 1 pro- 


poſe to relate alſo ſome ſpecial obſervations 
made in our epidemy, on the dreadful effects of 


aromatics, brandy, wine, and other things of 
this nature. 


A young woman of twenty years of age in 
Brugg, had had the dyſentery eleven days to a 
very high degree. She was under the care of a 
very ſenſible phyſician, who did me the honour 
on the eleventh day to call me to the conſulta- 
tion, The evening before the patient at the inſti- 
gation of an old woman, very famous amongſt 
us for her ſkill in phyſic, had drank a good deal 
of wine. On this followed the whole night 
long, vaſt pains in the abdomen, copious ſtools 


full of blood, a violent fever, delirium, and 
cold ſweats, 


called, her ſtools very numerous, painful, and 
I 2 bloody; 


11g 


the admonitions that were given an cam 


I found too at the time that I was 
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bloody ; her pulſe extremely quick, and: the 
patient herſelf full of anxiety, and in particular 
a violent preſſure in the region of the ſcrobicy. 
lum cordis, which Morgagni ſays, 1s not ſeldom 
the immediate forerunner of death. 1 did not 
dare to think of any evacuation ; for all things 
conſidered, I concluded that the wine had al. 
ready abſolutely occaſioned an inflammation, 
for which reaſon I ordered nothing elſe, than 
every two hours two ſpoonfuls of a mixture 
compoſed of half an ounce of gum arabic, four 
ounces of water, and one ounce of ſyrup of 
marſh-mallows ; and with it a great quantity of 
almond- emulſion, rice-gruel, - gum arabic clyſ- 
ters, and the fomentations commonly uſed in 
inflammations, to be applied to the abdomen, 
Towards evening ſhe had again a ſhivering fit, 
but no delirium in the night. The twelfth day 
I found her ſtools diminiſhed in number, and of 
a green colour ; ſhe complained perpetually of 
a ſenſe of heat in the pit of the ſtomach. I let 
her ſtil] go on with the ſame medicines, but was 
deſired to omit the clyſters. During the whole 
day our patient ſeemed very much relieved, but 
in the evening her pains, and particularly the 
teneſmus got again the upper hand. I adviſed 
them to continue uſing the ſame medicines with- 
out interruption, and in the night time to give 


ber two gum arabic clyſters. The next day 
178 all 
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all the ſymptoms were very much diminiſhed, 
and in a few days ſhe was perfectly recovered. . 


A farmer's lad of thirteen years of age, in 
the diſtrict of Wildenſtein, was taken with the 
dyſentery. He had the aſſiſtance of a very fa- 


mous phyſician at Brugg, Dr. Fuchſlin, and 


was happily cured with purgatives. But the 
ſeventh day he drank wine, and eat a pretty 
deal of cheeſe; the dyſentery returned with 
violent tormina, and a pretty conſiderable loſs 
of blood; Dr. Fuchſlin cured him once more. 
A week afterwards he drank wine again, and 
again eat as much cheeſe as he could ſtuff; the 
dyſentery returned with ſtill greater violence, 
and continued a month. 


A peaſant eighty years old in the ſame diſtrict, 


was attacked with the ſame diſorder. He made 


a ſhift to crawl as far as Brugg; however not 
to a phyſician, but to a wine cellar, devoured 
a good quantity of cheeſe, waſhed it down with 
a quart of red wine, ſtaggered home, went to 
bed in the moſt dreadful pain, got upon that a 
bottle of wine from the good-natured parſon of 
his pariſh, ſent for advice on the tenth*day of 
his diſorder to a quackſalver in the county of 
Baden, and on the thirteenth day died. 


I 3 A very 
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A very hearty and otherwiſe healthy farmer's 
lad, fifteen years old, in this diſtrict, was at. 


tacked with the dyſentery in ſuch a light man- 


ner, that he was able to go about with it dur- 
ing a whole week. His mother undertook his 
cure; gave him a mixture of red wine, cheeſe, 
nutmeg and pepper, and by the fourteenth day 
he was dead. 


Albther of ſixteen years, in the ſame diſtri, 
was ſeized in the fields with a ſhivering. The 


next day he went again to field, complained, 


when he was there, of a great wearnineſs in 
his members, and directly upon it laid him- 


ſelf ſtretched out for half an hour, during 


a violent ſhower of rain on the wet earth, 
On the third day he had a perfect dyſentery 
with great bodily pains; on the fourth a vio- 
lent vomiting. On the fifth I was conſulted; 


I gave the uſual remedies ; but he took only 


the emetic, and that with much relief ; the reſt 
of the medicines he threw away and drank wine 
in their ſtead. The eighth day out of com- 
paſſion I went myſelf to this fellow, and tried 
to prevail on him in the moſt friendly, genteel, 


and perſuaſive manner; but I loſt my labour. 


He did not deſire my aſſiſtance, for he had 


at that time medicines in the houſe from 3 
quacks 
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i quackſalver in the county of Baden, and withal 
great inflammarion in his bowels, of which he 
died the next day. 


A country girl of eighteen years of age, in 
this diſtrict, was ſeized with the dyſentery. 1 
was applied to for advice, but my patient did 
not take half the medicines I had ordered for 
her; but during the time ſhe ſhould have taken 
them, partly made uſe of an elixir which ſhe got 
from the charitable parſon of her pariſh, partly 
of an elixir that her ſtupid mother (who was 
the oracle of the village) gave her repeatedly in 
wine, With this the mother made her daugh- 
ter follow a moſt abſurd diet; ſhe put wine in 
all her broths, gave her fleſh, curds, and paf- 
tery, that an oſtrich would ſcarcely be able to 
digeſt; ar laſt ſhe threw away all her medicines, 
lo that the dyſenteric matter remained behind, 
notwithſtanding the inſignificant excretions 
cauſed by the diſorder, and the putrid fever by 
theſe means was ſtill kept up. On the twenty firſt 
day of the diſorder a miliary eruption, and a 
conſiderable abſceſs in her body made their ap- 
pearance; the dyſentery continued, and her 
tools remained as before, yellow, green, brown, 
red, and black. They ſent for the prieſt, 
whined, prayed, and made uſe of ſuperſtitious 
remedies, hanging a piece of fearler cloth 

5 14 | about 
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| about the patient, in hopes of baniſhing th 
imaginary ſcarlet fever. When all this was of 
no ſervice, the girl's father aſked advice again of 
his prieſt, who told him that a ſick perſon, whom 
I had forbid wine, had drank two bottles, and 
was perfectly cured. Upon this the father 
came home like a mad man, and cried with 
many geſticulations, that his daughter ſhould 
not only have as much wine as ſhe choſe, but 
every thing elſe ſhe pleaſed. All this was ac- 
cordingly done. However, when on the twenty- 
fixth day of the diſorder, all this had been of 
no benefit, her father applied to me once more 
for advice. Quite aſtoniſhed at the honour he 
did me, I endeavoured with a friendly earneſt- 
neſs to open his eyes to all this folly, and 
touched his conſcience in ſuch a manner, 
that he promiſed me with tears in his eyes never 
to liſten to a woman any more. I ordered him 
therefore to give her ſome doſes of cream of tartar, 
and three ounces of tamarinds diſſolved in water. 
Theſe medicines brought away a good deal of 
the uſual matter with much alleviation, after 
this her ſtools decreaſed, her appetite increaſed, 
and the miliary puſtles went off by deſquama- 
tion. On the twenty- eighth day of her diſorder, 
her father told me that his wife had given her 
in the morning a pretty deal of mulled wine, 
vpon which ſhe found herſelf again ver) il. 
+ E mm The 


THE DT S ENT E RT. 121 
The good ſucceſs of the tamarinds I lately gave 
her, encouraged me to try them again once 
more in this extreme danger, which I pointed 
out to the father; my patient took the tama- 


kinds, and at the ſame time her mother gave 


her butter · milk, whey, muſt, and every thing 
that came into her head, After that they 
aſked my advice, as I rode by the door, but 1 
gave them no anfwer. On the thirty-fourth 
day of the malady the patient died, 


A wholeſome, hearty, clever farmer's wife 
of eighteen years of age, in this diſtrict, was 
lightly ſeized with the dyſentery in the third 
month of her pregnancy. Her mother gave. 
her directly upon it every day three glaſſes of 
brandy, and at the ſame time white and red 
wine in great quantities. The firſt effect of. 
this was her miſcarriage on the third day, which 


vas followed by a very great loſs of blood. 


They went on boldly with the brandy, her legs.. 
grew cold, ſhe had a mortification in her. 
bowels, and died the fifth day. 


A woman of ſeventy-eight years of age was 
taken with the dyſentery in Arau, and made uſe of 
the uſual ſpecific of nutmeg and red wine. The 
ſecond day of her diſtemper Dr. Seiler, a phy- 
ſiclan of great ingenuity and penetration, was. 
ſeat 
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ſent for, who found all the ſymptoms of a vis. 
lent inflammation in the bowels, but notwith- 
ſtaading all he could ſay, the woman took a 

whole deluge of ber ſpecikic, and died in four 
. 


A country . aged fifteen years, in the 
county of Lenzſburg, lay ſick of the dyſentery; 
they gave her red wine in the firſt days of her 
diſorder; on the ſixth day enſued a hiccough, 
and on the fourteenth, death. 


A batchelor thirty-ſix years old, in the fame 
county. drank red wine in the ſecond day of 
his dy ſentery. He fell immediately into a deli- 
rium, and the fifth day he was ſeized with a 
continual hiccough, and on the fourteenth by 


death. 


A man forty years old, of the canton of 
Zurich, was violently attacked with the dyſentery; 
accordingly he had immediate recourſe to the 
ſpecific qualities of red wine ſeaſoned with nut- 
meg. Neither copious bleeding, nor ipecacuanha, 
which was given afterwards on account of his 
belching and nauſea, nor cooling purges, nor 
any other remedies that were given him by an 
excellent phyſician in Zurich, were capable of 
abating the violence of this dyſentery, and the 


in- 


IM = - 
l : - „ « —_ n 1 1 
8 | r er a on ES SO As Non, Dani nh EH or a 
— WWW e i o 
Miitöoeo⁰nn g Ml!!! ee EAT Tc: b 
1 n n, 5 > 


THE DYSENTERY. 123 
jntolerable pains- attending it. The quantity of 
blood that came'away was ſupernaturally great, 
and ſo early as the ſecond day the phyſician 
thought he ſaw in the matter that was voided, 
the ſigns of a wound in the internal coat of the 
inteſtines z on the ninth day the patient died. 


Under the denomination of approved family 
medicines, the country people in Thurgau (ac- 
cording to the account of Dr. Dummelin 
at Frawenfield) made uſe not only of old red 
wine in different forms and compoſitions, but 
even applied to melaſſes, genuine brandy, ſpirits 
of blackberries and juniper ; ſuch as were ſeized 


only with a diarrhœa, or even a ſlight dyſentery 


got over it; but with moſt people the wine and 
ſpirituous liquors increaſed the gripes, ſtools, and 
teneſmus, cauſed a great ſenſation of ardor in the 
ſtomach and inteſtines, heightened the fever, 
occaſioned great heat, intolerable thirſt, vaſt 
horrors, and at length death itſelf. 


A man in Frawenfield, that was almoſt 
got out of danger by the aſſiſtance of Dr. 
Dummelin, produced ſuch an alteration for the 
worſe in his dyſentery, by taking a good draught 
of wine, that a ſingultus enſued, and upon that 
2 vomiting of blood, and finally death. 
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Many people in Thurgau oppoſed the firſt 
ſymptoms that appeared of the dyſentery, by 
drinking plentifully of a mixture compoſed of 
red wine and ſpices; their looſeneſs was ſtopped, 
and they began to triumph. After ſome days 
more or. leſs, Dr. Keller of Weinfield, ſaw 
fome of theſe fall into a relapſe, which was 
worſe than the firſt attack; others were in a moſt 
painful and miſerable condition, which (as Dr. 
Keller expreſſes it) was a perfect aſſemblage of 
all the evils that plague mankind. At the leaſt 
touch of any thing beſides the bed-cloaths, they 
ſuffered in the part offended ſuch violent pains, 
that they broke out into dreadful howls, and 
gave the utmoſt tokens of deſpair. Dr. Keller 
had two of theſe wretched victims to popular 
ſelf-conceit under his care; and cured them both 
with copious bleeding, and the long-continued 
uſe of antiphlogiſtics. 


The ſick in Thurgau to the north of Otten- 
burg, who did not follow the moſt ſtrict diet, 
and in particular did not entirely abſtain from 
brandy, wine, and fleſh, died almoſt all of 
them between the ninth and twelfth day. 


In Swabia too, according to the obſervations 
of Dr. Moehrlin, nothing was more noxious and 
dangerous in the dyſentery than wine, except 
brandy, 


N 
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brandy, which was ſtill more fo. Thoſe (ſaid 
Dr: Moehrlin) that in the courſe of their illneſs 
drank wine, could not be ſaved. Such, as juſt 
before their being attacked with the diſorder, 
made uſe of wine and brandy by way of preſer- 
vatives, had it uncommonly violent and long, 
and were alſo at the end of it troubled for many 
weeks after with obſtinate cedematous ſwellings. 


A woman in Ravenſburg had put a ſtop to 
her dyſentery by the copious uſe of red wine; 
the effect of this was a great wearineſs, a pun- 
gent and excruciating pain in one leg, at length 
2 perfect arthritis (which rendered her incapable 
of moving in her bed) and a great — of 
n 


At length a caſe very appoſite to illuſtrate 
this ſubject came by chance into my hands, 
from which I immediately made the following 
extract, and which deſerves a place in the very 
important doctrine of the gradation of diſorders, 
as well as the above-mentioned caſe of the illuſ- 


trious Engliſhman, which fell under my own 
obſervation. 


A lady of diſtinction in Swabia was on the 
erenth of June, 1765, attacked on a ſudden 
with 
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with a looſeneſs, which was at length attended 
with gripings and a bearing down in the rec. 
tum. On the fifth day ſhe took of her own 
head a doſe of Engliſh falts ; this in the opi. 
nion of the phyſician, who is the author of this 
account, produced a very. bad effect, as her 
ſtools became bilious upon it; ſomebody gave 
her beſides this the fame day, eighteen drops of 
a diſtilled oil. 


The fixth day the e of the 3 wat 
called. He found her in the condition juſt 
| deſcribed, that is to ſay with the dyſentery on 
her; and gave her a drachm of powder of rhu- 
barb, which worked her pretty ſtrongly, and 
tinged her ſtools with blood. Without any 
longer delay he proceeded directly with a pow- 
der compoſed of coral, cryſtallus montana, 
cornu cervi uſtum, dragon's blood, and caſca 


_ 


On the eighth day another phyſician was 
called to his aſſiſtance. The patient had ſtill 
fome twitchings in the bowels, and her ſtools 
were mixt with blood; her two phyſicians gave 
her a powder of gum arabic mixt with a little 
caſcarilla, to be taken in an almond-emuliion ot 
barley-water. 
On 
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morning a pretty natural ſtgol, but again in 
the evening a dyſenteric evacuation with grip- 
ings and pain in the upper part of the funda- 
ment. Both the phy ſicians upon this added to 
the powder the incomparable theriaca. On the 
tenth day ſhe had ſome few pretty good ſtools, 
without any bearing down, though they were 
ſtill mixt with pure blood; the pain about the 
os ſacrum {till remained, and her pulſe was na- 
tural ; her phyſicians now mixt with the above- 
mentioned powder, inſtead of the caſcarilla, two 
grains of jeſuits bark. On the eleventh day her 
ſtools were very good, upon which her phyſi- 
_ cians gave her every five hours ten grains of the 
cortex without any additition, in order to 
ſtrengthen her ſtomach and bowels; in the af- 
ternoon ſome hyſteric ſymptoms appeared, upon 
which account they added to each doſe of the 
bark, one grain of extract of caſtor. 


On the twelfth day ſhe was in the ſame condi- 
tion, and towards evening ſhe had her ments. 
The phyſicians ordered her to lay aſide her me- 
dicines; on the other hand, they indulged her 
with two ſpoonfuls of Burgundy wine every ſix 
hours, upon her earneſtly aſſerting, that when- 
ever ſhe was attacked with hyſterics, even tho“ 
by. were attended by a fever, a glaſs of Bur- 


80 * 
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gundy was her beſt remedy. They found upon 
this with great pleaſure, that her pulſe roſe after 
taking this wine, for which reaſon they allowed 
her on the fourteenth day to take two ſpoonfulz 
of Burgundy every four hours, and one of 
them took his leave. 


On the ſame night the phyſician who was re- 
tained, was informed, that the lady was again 
ſeized with the hyſterics, upon which he ſent 
her directly a grain of extractum croci. On 
the fifteenth day, early in the morning, the 
phyſician went himſelf; he found her in great 
terrors, with ſpaſms, reſtleſſnefs, heat, great 
thirſt, and a quick, violent, irregular pulſe. This 
ſudden attack of a manifeſtly febrile diſorder, 
the phyſician miſtook for the effect of a fright 
ſhe had had the preceding evening; in conſe- 
quence of which he gave her only ſome remedies 
for her fright, and in particular the pulvis 
margravii with the extract of caſtor. 


On the ſixteenth day the other phyſician re- 
turned. The lady lay ſince the morning in vio- 
lent, and almoſt intolerable terrors, and 
complained moſt of a very great anxiety and 
weight at her breaſt; the fever, with all its 
ſymptoms, was more violent than the day be- 
fore. Her phyſicians gave her again nervine 

remedies; 
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temedies; namely, two grains of the pulvis 
margravii, with a grain of extract of caſtor, to 


which they now added two grains of nitre. In the 


evening the lady had two ſtools, in order toprevent 
any more of which, her phyſicians gave her in- 
ſtead of the pulvis margravii, an addition of 
coral to the powder compoſed of the extract 


of caſtor and nitre, to be taken every four 


hours. 


The ſeventeenth day early, the lady had con- 
vulſive twitchings in her right arm. Theſe in- 
creaſed ſtill more and more, and came by de- 
grees into the left arm, at length to her head, 
where they manifeſted themſelves by contorſions 
of the eyes, noiſe in the ears, and diſtorſions of 
the mouth and countenance her eyes grew red, 
muddy, and dim, her face bloated and livid, 
and her reaſon troubled. The phyſicians thought 
of taking away fix ounces of blood, upon 
which every thing was on a ſudden quieted. In 
the afternoon the patient had only now and 
then a depreſſion of ſpirits, which however foon 
vaniſhed. The whole night throughout ſhe 
was pretty quiet, 


The eighteenth day in the morning the lady 
had a very profuſe and extremely fœtid ſwear, 
» which 
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2 which 13 went off by reaſon of their . 
_ ing taken the precaution to change the ſheets, 
Upon this followed inſupportable terrors, with 


-violent convulſions, and ſpaſmodic reſpiration; 
her eyes were ſtaring and diſtorted ; her thirſ 


-unquenchable, and her pulſe tremulous; her 
phyſicians, tried in vain to recall the fear : with 
this view they took away four or five Ounces of 
blood, upon which the ſymptoms remitted, but 
did not abſolutely ceaſe. After this they gave 
her nothing but ſudorifics; the ſymptoms at 
firſt increaſed, but at length diſappeared about 
Noon, when the had a Hol evacuation ; in the 
"afternoon the ſame ſcene was going to be 
: played over again; but upon the fudorifics' be. 
ing repeated, the ſymptoms diſappeared, and 
at the. ſame time the ſweat. In the evening 
the lady complained of a violent wandering 
pricking pain in her breaſt and abdomen, and 
faid ſhe found ſomething ia many places rolling 
itſelf up like a ball; the pain in her belly dif 
appeared on the application of warm napkins, 
| but remained the whole night in her brealt. 


f 

ae nineteenth day early * broke out again a 

. | : £ 4 
into a ſweat, by means of which the pains of | 
the abdomen went off. At firſt the patient te 
| re 


appeared pretty quiet; but by degrees ti) 


remarked a diſtorſion in her eyes and counte- 
nance 


— . 
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ance, her muſcles ſeemed convulſed, and her 
arms contracted. The lady ſaid, that at times 
ſhe ſaw ſomething frightfül, and ſomething 
was obſerved in her converſation that was not 
natural to her. Both her phyſicians upon this 
took it into their heads, probably on account of 
their apprebending ſome malignity in the diſ- 
order, to apply a warm hen cut.up alive to the 
ſoles of her feet, and another to her head, which 
was accordingly done. In half a quarter of an 
hour the lady was quieter, and the phyſicians 
took courage again; as ſhe ſaid, that from the 


application of the hen to her head and feet, ſhe 


felt an agreeable ſenſation in the back. In the 


mean time about noon, a delirium enſued, and 


ſoon after that a ſhort ſlumber, out of whick 
ſhe never awoke. 


To this remarkable hiſtory the following ac- 


count was added by one of the deceaſed lady's 


phyſicians, In her firſt illneſs, which was 
manifeſtly a dyſentery, her pulſe was never ex- 


traordinarily feveriſh, and when ſhe was free 


from hyſterical attacks, quite natural. Theſe 
attacks were repelled by the uſe of foot-baths, 
aniſeed, cinnamon, mint, and chamomile-wa- 
ters; 1n her ſecond illneſs her pulſe was as ir- 
regular as poſſible, though always quick, with 
„ a vio- 
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a violent and continual heat; her urine in ſmal 
quantities, thick, of an extremely high req 
colour, and without ſediment : her ſtools were 
liquid, of a whitiſh yellow colour, and x 
times covered with froth. 


Both her phyſicians joined in roundly declar- 
ing, that they were not aſhamed to ſubmit the 
hiſtory of this diſorder to the judgment of every 
ſenſible man; upon an impartial reſearch they 
muſt neceſſarily be allowed to have done right; 
that the phyſician cannot always cure, and that 
the diſtemper is ſometimes too much for his art, 
though exerciſed with the greateſt judgment, 
In fine, they both concluded in a manner which 
I did not expect, viz. what external preceding 
cauſes have occaſioned the dyſentery to turn 
to a violent convulſive diſtemper, is notwith- 
ſtanding all our reſearches to us {till hidden and 


enigmatical. 5 
pe 

With theſe learned gentlemen's leave, the 28 
evident, true, and only external cauſe of this fata 888 
change of the diſtemper into an acute one was, 85 
the Burgundy wine; and the evident, true, and ot 
only internal cauſe of this change, was the not - 
ſufficiently evacuated, though difficultly retained wi 


dyſenteric matter. 


From 
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From this collection of obſervations and ex- 
periments it is clear, that aſtringents and con- 


ſtipating medicines, ſpices, brandy, and wine, 
were very noxious, and always extremely dan- 


gerous in our dyſentery; and that it would per- 
haps be worth while to weigh in the ſcale of 
humanity that political maxim, Where no 
W « acculer is, there is no judge.“ 


CHAP. VII. 


Remarks, Obſervations, and more deter- 
minate Concluſions, with regard to the 
Diagnofis and Cure of moſt Species of 
the Dyſentery. 


STRICT enquiry into, and preciſe deter- 
mination of the different kinds and ſpecies 

of the dyſentery, which next to the plague and 
peſtilential diſorders, is one of the moſt danger- 
cus, and at the ſame time, one of the moſt com- 
mondiſtempers that infeſt mankind, muſt, I think, 
neceſſarily have a great influence on the conduct 
of the phyſician, that intends to cure it. An 
eſential diſtinction is uſually made between a 
dyſentery with fever and one without fever, a 
benignant and malignant, a contagious and not 
contagious dyſentery. Without the moſt abſo- 
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lute and preciſe inſight into the truth or falſe. 
hood of theſe diſtinctions, it is impoſſible to 
have a good ſyſtem in one's head; and without 
a genius for practice, in intricate and Irregular 
Caſes, a man appears like a foo] at the bed. 
ſide of his patient, with all the ſyſtems in the 
world. Tn 


The eſſential diſtinction that is made between 
a true dyſentery with fever, and one without 
fever, appears to me to have a very dangerous 
tendency, and, in my opinion, ſhould be baniſh- 
ed from the ſchools of medicine; as it rather 
determines the limits between a dyſentery and a 
diarrhoea. To be ſure, the fever that accom- 
panies the dyſentery, ſeems very often at firſ 
almoſt inconſiderable; upon which account 
many phyſicians affirm, that the dyſentery is ſo 
far from being attended with a fever, that its 
concomitant ſymptoms ate of an almoſt oppo- 
ſite nature, viz. a pale face, the pulſe not 
quicker than uſual, and ſmall, and the diſorder 
of long continuance. But chillneſs, weaknels, 
and loſs of ſtrength on the firſt attack, arc 
however the uſual forerunners of a genuine fe⸗ 
ver, and theſe are never wanting in the regular 
attacks of a true dyſentery. It is true, that the 
pulſe in the firſt days of the diſeaſe, is very often 


not quicker than common, and very ſmall ; bit 
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it appears to be manifeſtly quicker in the courſe 
of the diſorder, and often extremely ſo. I even 
aw ſome caſes in a dyſentery of the putrid kind, 
in the epidemy of 1766, commence with a very _ 
high fever, and terminate very happily ; while 
others began with a fever that could hardly be 
perceived, which however ended in death. In 
the firſt caſe the patient's: countenance was as red 
as fire, in the latter, pale. I find this fever of 
ſill more conſequence, whem all the other ſymp- , 
toms are bad, when the. patient. loſes all has 
ſirength, and the pulſe is at the ſame time not 
quick, but extremely weak; for in this cafe 
there is an undermining malignant feyer; or 
even a gangrene lurking behind the curtain. 
In thoſe that lie ſick of the dyſentery, the fever 
ſometimes, and that even on the days imme- 
diately preceding the death of the patient, ſeems 
to be quite va niſned, while, at the very ſame 
time, the inflammation is haſtening on to a gan- 
grene. Upon this account, the effects of the 
dyſentery have been very aptly compared to the 
effects of arſenic; as this, juſt like the dyſen- 
terie matter occaſions reachings, copious ſtools 
which corrode the bowels, pains at the heart, 
terrors, intolerable belly-achs, inflammations, 
gangrenes, and death, without any conſiderable 
fever being at the ſame time to be obſerved. In 
fine, the _Y of the malady is no argument 
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in this caſe, as the worſt fevers in ſome particy. 
lar circumſtances viſibly run out to a great 
length; eſpecially the fever with us, ſometimes 
very improperly, called putrid. Though theſe 
obſervations made at the bed-ſide of the patient, 
are not very agreeable to the greateſt part of 
our ſyſtemwrights, they are however of the 
greateſt conſequence; as many pre- occupied 
with a notion, that in a dyſentery of this ſort 


the pulſe muſt be neceſſarily very quick, think 


it accordingly ſlight, and of no ſignification, 
when in this point of view the fever is imper- 
ceptible. This error was, according to Deg- 
ner's account, very dangerous to many perſons 
in the dyſentery at Nimeguen, in 1736; and 
upon that account, I do not ſee why Dr. Aken- 
ſide appeals dire&ly to that epidemy, in order 
to prove, that the dyſentery i is not attended with 
a fever, 


Sydenham calls the dyſentery a feyer turned 
upon the bowels. This mode of expreſſion, ! 
muſt own, does not perfectly pleaſe me, as it is 
not taken from the canſideration of the principal 
phenomenon : this diſtinction, however, ſeems 
to comprehend the very eſſence of a genuine dy- 
ſentery; and I am convinced that this diſorder 
ſhould be treated ſometimes as an inflamma- 


tory, ſometimes as a dilious or putrid fever, 


ſome- 
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ſometimes as a fever compounded of both, 
ſametimes as a malignant fever, and mein 
as a bilious one, accompanied with manifeſt to- 
kens of malignity; but I am ſenſible too that there 
are many caſes, in which it is equal how they are 
treated. I conſidered this year's dyſentery in 
all ſerious caſes, as a bilious or putrid fever; | 
for I ſhould have been much miſtaken, if 1 had 
looked on it as a mere inflammatory caſe, and 
accordingly breathed a vein, and given neither 
vomits nor purgatives ; or, if I had taken it for 
a malignant diſorder, and accordingly allowed my 
patient wine, and ſtrengthening remedies. Some 
phyſicians were, to be ſure, very liberal in let- 
ting blood in our dyſentery at Thurgau ; as 
they (perhaps induced by an hypotheſis) pre- 
ſuppoſed an inflammatory ſtate of the blood in 
all their patients, and indeed might very na- 
turally imagine this to be the caſe, on account 
of the propenſity of our countrymen to drink- 
ing. It may be, that in that part of the coun- 
try, the dyſentery in many perſons was a com- 
plication of inflammation and putridity toge- 
ther; at leaſt it happened to be ſo with us, 
towards the end of ſuch diſorders as proved 
mortal; and indeed, as I imagine, is generally 
the caſe in theſe circumſtances, juſt before the 
diſorder terminates in death, excepting where 
there are other peculiar cauſes ſubſiſting for 
the 
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the patient 8 death, totally different from this. 
We ſhould however be very careful to diſtin- 
ouiſh, whether this complication ſhews itſelf at 
the beginning of the malady, or whether it 
only-accompanies the fatal turn of the diſtem- 
per. It is not impoſſible, that it ſhould happen 
in the beginning of the ſickneſs ; and it was 
obſerved to do ſo in our putrid pleuriſy, to which 
an inflammation of the lungs was often joined 
even at the beginning, that made emetics, which 
would otherwiſe have been of ſo much ſervice, 
prove fatal to the patient. In like manner that 
kind of pleuriſy, which entirely belongs to the 
bilious, or (as it is called) putrid claſs, and all 
other ſimple putrid fevers often, like the dyſen- 
tery, terminate juſt before the mortal criſis, 
in an inflammation and gangrene of thoſe part; 
on which the putrid matter has ſettled. But! 
alſo hold it as a very important maxim in the 
exerciſe of our art, and perhaps not ſufficiently 
taken into conſideration even by ſome great 
E phyſicians, that we ſhould be very careful not 
to confound the divers periods of a diſorder one 
with another, nor to take from what happens 
towards the end of the ſickneſs, and ſtill 
more eſpecially from the dead body, the in- 
dications of what 1 is to be done at the begin- 


ning. 


There 
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There are many circumſtances, which occa- 


fon the junction of the dyſentery with a malig- 


nant fever; but eſpecially, when many ſick 


people lie together 1 in a narrow place, when the 


chambers are neglected to be aired, and in ge- 


neral, when little or nothing 1 is done, that the 


rules of our art require to be done in ſuch 
caſes. This fever may attack people in health, 
without being attended with - the dyſentery, 
though it ariſe from the putrid and confined 
vapours of that diſtemper; it may however 
ſupervene on the dyſentery, and in this caſe 
it will be of a perfectly peſtilential nature. 


After the battle of Dettingen, the dyſentery 
immediately made its appearance in the Eng- 
liſh army, and committed great ravages in it 
during the month of July and part of Auguſt. 


The hoſpital was in the village of Fechenheim, 


about a league from the camp; during the 
time that the army lay near Hanau, about fif- 
teen hundred ſick, beſides thoſe wounded in 


the field of battle, were brought from the camp 
into this hoſpital, and among theſe the greateſt 


part was ill of the dyſentery; the air was by 
theſe means infected to ſuch a degree, that not 
only the reſt of the patients, but even the apo- 
thecary, nurſes, and the other ſervants, with 
molt of the inhabitants of the village were in- 
fected. 
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fected. To this was added a till more alarm- 
ing diſtemper, namely, the jail or hofpital-feyer, 
the common effects of a foul air, proceeding 
from a great throng of people, and animal cor- 
ruption. Both theſe together occafioned in ſo 
ſhort a time as the month of July and part of 
Auguſt, a great mortality in the village: while 
on the other hand, thoſe that were attacked 
with the dyſentery, but were not removed from 
the camp into the hoſpital, remained free from 
this malignant diſeaſe, and were happily cured; 
although they were in want of many conveni- 
encies, which the others in the hoſpital enjoyed. 
After the Engliſh army had marched away for 
the Netherlands, in September 1743, three 
thouſand fick were left in Germany, part in 
this ſame village of Fechenheim, and the reſt 
at Oſthofen and Bechtheim, two villages in the 
neighbourhood of Worms. At Fechenheim 
the malignant fever and dyſentery grew worſe 
and worſe every day; few kept free from it, 
for whether the dyſentery, on account of which 
the ſick were ſent to the hoſpital, was mild or 
malignant, this fever was always joined with 1t. 
The petechial ſpots, blotches, parotids, fre- 
quent mortifications, contagion, and the great 
mortality, ſufficiently ſhewed its peſtilential na- 
ture. In this point of view it was till worſe 
than the plague itſelf, as here there was always 
_ reaſon 
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reaſon to fear a relapſe; and it might almoſt be 
depended upon, if the patient remained in the 
fame contagious air. Out of fourteen mates 
that were employed about the ſick, five died; 
and all the reſt, except one or two, had been 
ill and in danger. The hoſpital loſt near half 
of the patients ; but the inhabitants of the vil- 
lage, by the dyſentery and fever together, were 
almoſt entirely deſtroyed. Now I conclude 
from all I have ſaid, and eſpecially from the 
obſervations of that great phyſician Dr. Prin- 
ole, that not only a fever of different kinds, for 
the moſt part accompanies the dyſentery, but 
that this fever in certain circumſtances, is of the 
moſt alarming nature. 


It is not without reaſon, that a diſtinction is 
made between a malignant and benignant dy- 
ſentery; but at the ſame time, this diſtinction 
is little underſtood, and occaſions a great many 
miſtakes ; as a diſorder is often called malig- 
nant, which in reality is not ſo; and malig- 
nancy is often leaſt ſuſpected, where ſhly un- 
dermining the conſtitution, by ſlow advances it 


gets at laſt the maſtery, and overturns every 
thing. 


It is undeniable, that many dyſenteries are 
of a good, and others of a bad ſpecies; that 
ſome 


, 
1 
it 
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ſome only attack one here and there, while 
others at once, with their peſtilential miaſmata, 


infect the whole country. There is a kind of 
dyſentery peculiar to the iſland of Java, in the 
Eaſt Indies, which is commonly of a benignant 
nature. Its beginning and progreſs is very 
flow, the ſtools are not very copious, the pains 
not great, nor the weakneſs conſiderable. A 
"Night, and often imperceptible ſhivering, which 
does not eaſily return in the courſe of the ma- 
lady, without ſome error committed in diet, 


uſhers in the diforder. *Fhe ſtools are liquid, 
yet not copious, inſomuch, that ſuch as are at- 
tacked with it, do not ceaſe to tranſact their 
uſual buſineſs, and commonly do not apply to 
the phyſician for advice, before three or four 
weeks are at an end. By degrees the ſtools be- 
come more frequent, though at the ſame time 
they are preceded by little or no pain. With 


theſe ſymptoms is ſometimes (but not always) 


Joined a teneſmus: the excrements are rather 
liquid than otherwiſe, ſometimes without blood, 
and ſometimes variegated with bloody ſtreaks, 


though at times they are ſomewhat hard, and 
encircled round about with blood and mucus. 


The appetite is, in the firſt period of this dy- 


ſentery, twice or thrice greater than in health; 
however, it diminiſhes by degrees, and at laſt 
is quite deſtroyed. The patient's ſtrength does 

> not 
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got remain always at an equal pitch, but de- 
creaſes more and more by degrees, in the courſe 
of the diſtemper. In this manner it goes on for 
three, four, ſix, or even twelve months, (ac- 
cording to the obſervations made on it from the 
year 1742 to 1748, by one Laurich, a German 
phyſician, who has very well deſcribed this diſ- 
order) and for the moſt part ends in another 
ſickneſs, ſeldom in death. Burt we have alſo 
nearer home, an example of an uncommonly 
mild dyſentery, with which almoſt all ſtrangers 
are ſeized during the firſt week of their abode 
in Paris. I have myſelf had this dyſentery ſo 
very like the Indian diforder, in Paris; it does 


not even confine the patient in the leaſt to his 
bed, goes off in a few days, and does not even 


deſerve the name of dyſentery. We ſee very 
often in Switzerland, and in other particular 
places, epidemic dyſenteries uncommonly be- 


nignant. In general, a dyſentery is called ma- 


lignant, in which all the ſymptoms that appear 
at the beginning, are of much more conſe- 


quence than they ſeem to be, or in which un- 


uſual ſymptoms ſupervene on a ſudden, or 
when the beſt remedies, ſelected with the great- 
eſt deliberation, are without the leaſt effect; 
when many die without the leaſt fault commit- 
ted by the phyſician, the patient, or aſſiſtants; 
and when the ſick, as Thucydides ſays of the 
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Athenian plague, die as well with, as without 
the phyſician. ' 


Notwithſtanding this, theſe ſpecies of the 
dyſentery, partly on account of their frequent 
complication, and partly by reaſon of their 
changeable and deceitful nature, are very often 
not nicely enough diſtinguiſhed in practice. 
Where the dyſentery rages very much, and 
kills a great many, there is ſtill always a num- 
ber of ſlight, and eaſily curable caſes: and in 
malienant dyſenteric epidemies, there are like- 
wile a great many fluxes in the ſame place, that 
are not malignant. The characteriſtic of ma- 
lignity itſelf, differs vaſtly in degree: in the 
city and diſtrict of Zurich, reigned in the yeat 
1746, a dyſentery, only in a ſmall degree ma- 
lignant. In the ſame year raged in Saxony, a 
very malignant one, of which in a ſmall ſpace 
of ground and in a very ſhort time, died an 
hundred perſons, moſt of them on the third or 
fourth day, and none after the fourteenth. On | 
the other hand, ſymptoms of malignity may ſu- 
pervene on a moderate dyſentery ; it may even 
grow perfectly malignant, or elſe in many 
other ways dangerous. The benignant ſpecics | 
of dyſentery becomes contagious, malignant, 
and extremely dangerous, when many ſick peo- 
ple are crouded together in a fmall ſpace, or 
where 
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where peculiar external or internal cauſes, pro- 
duce malignity in particular perſons. It is not 
only poſſible for a putrid fever to ſupervene on 
the ſlighteſt dyſentery, but this fever may like- 
wiſe terminate in a gangrene of various parts of 
the body, at the ſame time that the inteſtines 
are abſolutely free from any ailment of that 
ſort. However, moſt dyſenteries end at laſt i in 
a real mortification of the bowels, if they are 
not properly treated directly at the beginning; 
or when certain circumſtances prevail, that ren- 
der the beſt method of cure abortive. But 
when theſe do not take place, they go off very 
eaſily and terminate very happily, or elſe ſeem 
uncommonly -mild, merely on account of their 
being taken care of in a proper manner. In 
Sir John Pringle's opinton, a dyſentery that has 
once got a good footing, is ſo fixed and obſti- 
nate, that it can ſcarce ever deſerve to be called 
benignant. But I ſhall ſhew hereafter, how 
much the word malignant is abuſed. 


The dyſentery then is often more or leſs, either 
of itſelf primarily malignant, or generally ſpeak- 
ing, dangerous; merely according to the pre- 
ſence or abſence of certain circumſtances. Tt 
appears in the army ſometimes as early as the 
ring, when the troops have firſt taken the 
bed; but is never ſo obſtinate, nor ſo fre- 
L quent 
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quent as towards the end of ſummer, or the 
beginning of autumn. At this time it grows 
epidemical and contagious, continues for about 
ſix weeks or two months, and then ceaſes, it 
is always more violent, if the troops lie wet in 
warm weather. It has alſo been obſerved, that 
the dyſentery is always the more malignant, the 
earlier in the ſeaſon it makes its appearance; 
and that it manifeſts much leſs virulence, when 
it does not break out till Auguſt or Septem- 
ber. Otherwiſe I do not ſee that theſe camp. 
dyſenteries are in themſelves more malignant, 
than thoſe that happen in cities; although in 
the army and military hoſpitals, they become 
exceſſively malignant and contagious from ſeve- 
ral circumſtances; which, however, in like 
manner, take place in cities, when a great quan- 
tity of people attacked with this diſorder, are 
crouded together in a ſmall place, or where the 
other different cauſes ſubſiſt, of a peculiar or ge. 
neral malignity. 


There are in all places dyſenteries, in which 
the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of malignity 
are obſervable. A malignant dyſentery ariſes, 
whenever that degeneration of the humours, 
which produces a malignant fever, is joined 
with thoſe cauſes, that generally occaſion a d- 
ſentery. Sometimes this conjunction proceecs 


from cauſes, which are merely peculiar to ole 
* . or 
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of a few particular perſons, and then it only 
gives riſe to ſporadic malignant dyſenteries. 
Thus we generally ſee, in epidemies of the ma- 
lignant fever; here and there a ſick perſon, who 
is attacked with a malignant dyſentery; and in 
| epidemies of the mildeſt dyſenteries, thoſe 
| whoſe juices are previouſly vitiated, are 
ſeized with fluxes of the moſt malignant kind, 
or elſe ſymptoms of malignity on various ac- 
counts mix themſelves with the more common 
| ſpecies. The ordinary bilious dyſentery too may 
become malignant, from violent or frequently 
repeated fits of anger, as well as by means of a 
bad method of cure; ſuch as, for example, the 
adminiſtration of brandy and aſtringents. Dr. 
Tiſſot ſaw a violent fever, that laſted fifteen 
hours, enſue on a dyſenteric perſon's drinking a 
large draught of brandy, at the ſame time 
his ſtools entirely ceaſed ; after this febrile pa- 
roxyſm the patient loſt all his ſtrength, the dy- 
ſentery returned with an intolerable bad ſmell, 
be fainted away upon each ſtool, his pulſe was 
weak and very irregular, and he looked like a 
perfect corpſe ; he next went into a clammy 
ſneat, and died in forty-eight hours after drink- 
ng the brandy. I myſelf have ſeen and cured 
a dyſentery, probably not naturally malignant, 
but made fo by art, and have given a deſcrip- 
won of it in the formei part of this work. 
But when the conjunction of the general cauſes 
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of the malignant fever, with the ec cauſes 
of the malignant dyſentery, has its origin in 
circumſtances of ſuch an univerſal influence, a3 
to produce an epidemy, the certain conſequence 

of this is a perfectly epidemical malignant dy. 
ſentery g that. is, a great number of people are at 
once, or very ſoon. one after another, ſeized with 
a malignant dyſentery. An epidemy of this fort, 
is, next the plague, of all others the molt dan- 
gerous, and has likewiſe been ſeen in con- 
junction with the plague :: unuſual and ex- 
tremely ſtinking vapours, an extraordinary heat, 
famine, or a camp pitched in marſhy grounds, 
have often made this dreadful diſtemper epide- 
mic. Bontius ſaw it in Batavia, when this city 
was beſieged in the years 1724 and 1728, by 
the people of Japan. In Europe it has been 
obſerved from 1548 to 1746, and ſtill later, 
and that principally in France, England, Ger- 
many, and Switzerland. In the year 1673, afqua- 
dron of horſe, conſiſting of ſix hundred men, un- 
der the command of the marquis of Laſſingen 
in Flanders, that had lain too long in ſwampy 
grounds, was attacked with this dreadful diſorder, 
which was likewiſe attended with a mortifica- 
tion of the thighs ; five hundred and forty dra. 
goons. died of it, and at the ſame time a great 
number of horſes. Beſides theſe manifeſt cauſes, 
ſuch an epidemy is often alſo an effect of thoſe 


degenerations of the air, which do not fall un- 
6 der 
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der the cognizance of our ſenſes, the terrible in- 
fluence of which, howeyer, we do but too ſenſibly 


feel. 


Theſe remarks:on the difference between theſe 
ſpecies of the bloody flux, amount to this - that 
without doubt there are benignant, and as in- 
conteſtably alſo, malignant dyſenteries; but 
that we ſhould not ſo readily look upon a dyſen- 
tery as benignant, when the ſymptoms are not 
bad directly at the beginning; becauſe in that 
very caſe, influenced by certain circumſtances, 
every thing may turn out bad; that it would, 
therefore, be better not immediately to eſta- 
bliſh for a certainty at the bed-fide of the patient, 
what is not fo certainly eſtabliſhed by nature 
herſelf. 


It is juſt the ſame with its contagious nature. 
The ſame dyſentery is infecting, or not, accord- 
ing as it varies in circumſtances. Without poſſet- 

ting of itſelf any real malignity, ſtil! a dy- 
ſentery often becomes truly peſtilential in foul 
and crouded hoſpitals, and, of conſequence, ſo 
much the more infectious. It is on this account, 
that the dyſentery is ſo common and mortal in 


the field, and therefore, a conſtant and vaſtly 


dangerous camp-diſtemper. The great havock 
made by the dyſentery, proceeds always in the 
army from the infection, that ariſes from the pu- 

| L 3 trid 
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trid excrements of many people lying ſick of it 
at the ſame time; which, without proper mea. 
ſures being taken, is likewiſe the caſe in the cout 
try villages, and ſometimes even cities, Ay 
mild too as this diſorder may appear in the fir 


days, yet with moſt of the patients, before it 
terminates in death, the excrements acquire 2 


cadaverous ſmell, and are then exceſlively con- 
tagious. I have found this ſmell ſo offenſive in 
a woman of eighty-one years of age, during the 
epidemy of 1766 at Brugg, that the continual 
keeping open of the windows and door, and per- 
petual ſcenting the room with vinegar, were not 
ſufficient to prevent its infection, and two of her 
nurſes were ſeized with it. Now, ſince a dyſentery 
that proves mortal, is in a certain meaſure always 
of a contagious nature, though, to be ſure, it does 
not always communicate that contagion ; it fol- 
lows hence, that every dyſentery is infec- 
tious, which reigns for any time in a country, 
attacks a great number at once, and has proved 
mortal to many. This is the more evident, 
when one conſiders how much fear aſſiſts conta 
gion in every reſpect. In the malignant epide 
mic dyſentery of 1746, in the city of Zurich, i 
generally happened, that many that were inhabi- 
tants of one and the ſame houſe, perhaps chief 
on this account, were ſeized within a few day 


with this diſorder, as ſoon as one perſon in the 
| houſe 
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houſe had got it; for the very ſame reaſon all 
ſuch as lived together in one houſe, grew much 
worſe, and very often a great many of them 
died, when any one in that houſe had previ- 
ouſly given up the ghoſt. When hoſpitals are 
filled with dyſenteric people, ſome of the aſſiſt- 
ants are attacked only with the dyſentery, and 
others with the jail, or hoſpital- fever, that ends 
in bloody and gangrenous ſtools; in general 
likewiſe, almoſt all malignant fevers without ex- 

ception infect the aſſiſtants, when there is not 
proper care taken with regard to keeping the air 
ſweet, and particularly in removing the putrid 
ſtools. In the army, the long ſtay of the troops 
in one place keeps up the havock of the dyſente- 
ry amongſt them, which ſometimes on the removal 
of the camp, goes off on a ſudden; nothing is 
therefore more wholeſome for armies in ſuch 
circumſtances, than plenty of exerciſe, and be- 
ing at a diſtance from the houſe of office, the 
foul ſtraw, and other naſtineſs of the camp. 
From all theſe obſervations, made partly by me, 
and partly by other phyſicians, I conclude, that 
the dyſentery is very often only accidentally con- 
tagious, but that it alſo frequently be- 
comes eſſentially ſo, juſt before the death of the 
patient; and that, in general, in all epidemic 
dyſenteries, this diſorder, without the uſe of 
proper preſervatives, muſt neceſſarily likewiſe be 
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ſpread by contagion. But I. cannot by any 
means admit with Degner, that contagion is 
the chief occaſional cauſe of this diſorder with 
every body ; although, without doubt, the in- 
fection is eaſily communicated to linnen, beds 
and clothes, and thus produces the diſeaſe in 
ſuch, as are in a condition fit to receive it. 


After theſe obſervations on the different 
genera of the dyſentery, I proceed to its ſpecies, 
| Juſt in the ſame manner as the former are com- 
plicated one with another, ſo are very often the 
latter: a dyſentery, attended with a putrid fe- 
ver, may either openly, or elſe in an undermin- 
ing and almoſt imperceptible manner, be ac- 
companied with inflammation ; or the putrid fe. 
ver may be changed into a perfectly malignant 
one: and a dyſentery, attended with an inflam- 
matory, putrid, or even mild malignant fever, 
may, after all, turn out a chronic caſe. How- 
ever, this ſhould not hinder us from dividing 
the dyſentery into its proper ſpecies, fince it ap- 
pears under ſo many different ſhapes, and ſhould 
be, without doubt, variouſly diſtributed, ac- 
cording to them, as under each form it muſt be 
variouſly treated. From this, a perſon of any 
penetration may perceive, the dreadful difficul- 
ties that attend the exerciſe of the medical art: 


gs its objects, namely diſorders, are of fo un- 
ſtable 


m2 DYSENTERY: 2733 
table a nature, ſo liable to be miſtaken one for 
another, and even ſometimes ſo variable in their 


ſpecies. 


In dividing the dyſentery into its divers ſpe- 
cies, phyſicians have been at all times extremely 
liberal; they have committed the ſame fault, as 
Hippocrates blamed in the people of Cnidos, 
and in which M. de Sauvages is entirely involved 
in his Noſologia, having made particular and 
almoſt ſingular caſes of ſo much importance, as 
to deſcribe them as ſpecies. Degner is, in my 
opinion, one of thoſe, that have written the beſt 
on this diſorder : I look on him as a very good 
obſerver, and, indeed, a very reſpectable phy- 
ſician, but yet, not as a man of true genius; 
for it appears to me, that he was not very 
capable of joining phenomena together in a pro- 
per manner, developing ſufficiently complex 
ideas, and ranging the heads in a natural 
order, On the one hand, he has not well diſtin- 
guiſhed our bilious, or, as it 1s called, putrid 
dyſentery, from the malignant, though they 
differ from each other, in his hiſtory of the epi- 
demy at Nimeguen, which was compounded of 

both ſpecies; and, on the other hand, ſuppoſes 
the bloody flux, the dyſentery without blood, 
and the mucous dyſentery, to be quite diſtin&, 
and different from the bilious. Other phyſi- 
| cians, 


6 
- . — 
— ee — ä es I 
— — SO » . N L _ 
x 2 2 ä n 


rt —— — 


— — 


. N 
1 
„ 
1 : . _ 
5 
Lo 
% 
1 
1 
„ 
2 =, 
4 
—_ 
+ S 
1 * 
' > 
: "IM \ 
ö 37 
F 
: [4 \ 
3 
s ”>. 
: Y 
1 
r 
i $1, 
ö BY Ih 
1 9 
FL 
„ 
ors 125 
* 7 1 
n by 
* 12 — 
e 
e 
„ 
= 23 
*. al 
Ss. 1 
23 7 
* 3 
:.% 
i = Sz 1 
1 * 5 
ft | f l 
4 KS N 
n 
if Rae 
7, ” Ty Th v 
£4. 1 
9 3 
3p IR 
HE IRE 
+ FIRED Fas : 
r 
_ 
WEE 
79 3 ai 
r 
1 9 7% Is 
5 9 
* 3: = 2 
4 3-3 1 1 
1 1 * 
* . 
WET: 
* eis 
+ Ke = 
. Ln ONS. 
N 
2 
1 FM 
[4 * * * = 
1 1 
+ 8890 
=o - 
© 4 A 
* E ws - 
q . 
£2 1 1s, 
IF. LEE 
RW > 2 {4 
1 
VB. 0 1 1 1 
FT; 8] 7 
en 
„ wins 
"13H oh AE 
3 ** 
0 
9 7 je 
i 8% 48 
4 5 TT > 
-R +, \ 
"CE" 2 
t 3 1 
P 1 
: 1 [5 
1 8 
11 8 
BY | 
v ff 
| -- NG 
e 
+ 1 Jig þ 
: "XK Y 
4 8 * 
£ > 17 SY 
13 K 
* 25 
e 
I WS LES 1 
V N 1 
7 * 
PIs a 
4 A344 * 
A: 
A 
1 & 
' I'Þ * 
5 4 
* 18 4 
1 
* Þ 
. 1 Re 4 
LE) 
'S.. f 
1 4 
a 
ns - ö 
2 
” F< * [4 
1 1 * 
1 
5 1 4 x 
| is. 
2. 
1 1 
ji ba 'X 
Ly R 7 
1 * N 
i N SE; 
1 
1 * 
4 8 38 wh 
" TL ISL 
= * 
1 
a 
=. u 
8 
if: * 
Wes 
„ 
1 
bh * : 
; x 
\ 4 
* * 
7 
: Pex 
T3383 
1 
n 
1 
1 F- 
L Ee 
a 
- 1 
* 
oft 4 
4 x 
ITE” 3. 
LENT 12 
AY 
9% 
4 . 
TY 4 
n 
iF 
3 
r 
13 
{x »; 
"K+. 
4 
. - 
P 
— 4 
. þ 
a 1 
ty + A 
9 — 
9 
1 4 
4 5 
Tr 
4 4 
12 
wel » », 
4 8. 
1 
I 1 
N . 41 
. 1 
133 
A 4 N £ 
Jol 182 
1 17 
n 
e _ 
5 a 
x » 


% o 
k 
1 


—— ET — — — 
"I 


* 2 > 
— 1 
. * — ts 2 
— — — — 
2 — 
8 — 
* 
* , 
x — 
RIES - 


9 —— 
Xe a SOT — IE? / 
— * 


— — 


— — 
> Wc 
: 5 2 og 


154 A TREATISE M 
cians, even in this enlightened age, ſpeak of x 
grey dyſentery ; of a dry dyſentery, which Lam 
very well acquainted with, but have made ng 
particular ſpecies of it, and in which they very 
juſtty adviſe lenitives and emollients; and, 
laſtly, of an acid dyſentery, which ſeldom hap. 
pens, and principally affects weakly people: 
but there is as little reaſon for making a ſpecific 
diſtinction between a bloody flux and a dyſentery 
without blood, as between a grey, yellow, 
green, or black dyſentery. Blood being mixed 
with the excrements, is indeed an uſual, but not 
inſeparable ſymptom of the dyſentery ; for many 
have all the other ſigns without this, at leaſt in 
the beginning, and others have blood in their 
ſtools for various reaſons, without having the 
dyſentery. But although this diſorder is very 
often attended with blood, it does not, how- 
ever, on this account, deſerve the name of the 

bloody flux, as the appearance of blood here isnot 
an eſſential and inſeparable token of a peculiar ſpe- 
cies : one may then have a genuine dyſentery, 
without any blood appearing in the ſtools ; and 

a dyſentery may be extremely dangerous, with- 
out any appearance of blood. The excrements 
in a dyſentery are likewiſe often only white, but 

frequent experience has convinced me, that they 

ſeldom remain of that colour during the whole 
courſe of the diſeaſe ; and that theſe perfect) 
White 


. WT 


\ \ 
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white excrements in a genuine dyſenteric caſe, 


are not accompanied by any one ſymptom, which 
may ſerve to diſtinguiſh it from a dyſentery 
attended by a putrid fever. Formerly the dy- 
ſentery without blood, or white dyſentery, as it 


was called, was looked upon as much more 


dangerous than what is termed a bloody flux, 
or red dyſentery ; as to the former, they aſcribed 
a malignant nature, and conſidered the excre- 
ments in this ſpecies, rather as purulent, than 


mucous or watery ; but I have ſhewn in the 
ſecond chapter of this work, that theſe purulent 
excrements are very often a mere chimera, and 
ſhall alſo ſhew in this chapter, that the appear- 


ance of danger in the dyſentery is taken from 
quite different tokens. The moſt important 
and dreadful dyſenteries were not, even in thoſe 
times, looked on as dyſenteries, if they were 
neither of the red nor white ſpecies ; for the 
phyſicians, who publiſhed the Breſlaw obſerva- 
tions, have put it as a matter of doubt, whe- 
ther the painful diarrhœas, (as they call them) 
deſcribed by Willis and La Moniere, entirely 
without blood, ſhould be looked upon as real 
dyſenteries. This their doubt, ſeems to me to 


deſerve compaſſion. A great man in our art, 
Dr. Morgagni, teaches us, that whether a 


watery. matter, howſoever coloured, or even 
pure mucous, come away from the patient, 
a great 
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a great many phyſicians, after Willis's and $y. 
denham's example, have nevertheleſs, for z 
long time back, always called ſuch affection 3 
dyſentery, if the ſtools were copious and very 
painful, though, at the ſame time, entirely) 
without blood. This opinion, maintained by 
Dr. Morgagni is, in my judgment confirmed by 
the following conſiderations: firſt, as the dyſen- 
tery here in queſtion, obſerved by Willis in the year 
x670 at London, brought the patients down ſo 
much within twelve hours, that they really ſeemed 
to be on the brink of death, and, indeed, actually 
died, if the phyſician did not haſte to aſſiſt them 
with corroborant remedies, and omit evacuations 
of all ſorts ; and ſecondly, as ſuch a dyſentery has 
been obſerved to prove mortal on the thirteenth 
day, while neither blood nor pus came away from 
the patient, and even in the dead ſubje the in- 
teſtines were found perfectly found. But an ar- 
gument againſt theſe good gentlemen of Breſlaw, 
that comes nearer to the point, and thruſts ſtil 
more home, is this, that the dyſenteries de- 
ſcribed by Willis and La Moniere, evidently 
belong to the malignant ſpecies. All this, 
taken together, I give it as my opinion, that 
the various ſpecies of dyſentery are not to be 
diſtinguiſhed by the difference of the evacuated 
matter, but of the fever, by which they are ac- 
companied. 7; | 


„ 2 
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But great phyſicians have likewiſe ſhewn, 


mat there are many dyſenteries that do not 


come within the compaſs of a profeſſed treatiſe 
on the dyſentery, namely, ſuch as are only 
ſymptoms of another very different diforder. 
After an inflammation of the ſtomach or bowels, 
ulcers, or even cancers, may be produced in 
them, the effect of which is a dyſentery of this 
kind. An abceſs in the liver yields a thin pus, 
mixed with blood and gall, that comes 
through the ductus choledochus into the inteſ- 
tines, and produces a ſpecies of dyſentery; act- 
ing in the ſame manner, as an ulcer in the pan- 
creas, which pours through the pancreatic duct 
a purulent bloody matter. into the inteſtines. 
A ſuppuration has been obſerved to ſpread (by 
means of blood-veſſels common to both) to the 
inteſtines from the meſentery, on which they are 
ſuſpended, when this latter has been inflamed and 
ſuppurated, or elſe it has affected them by me- 
taſtaſis, and in both ways excited a very dangerous 
dyſentery. That painful kind of flux, called the 
hæmorrhoidal, which proceeds from the inferior 
part of the colon, or the ſuperior of the rectum, is 
often taken by ignorant people fora real dyſentery, 
as it has ſome reſemblance with it. All 
forts of corroding and irritating acrid matter, 


whether taken in at the mouth, as having its 


origin in the body itſelf, from corrupted hu- 
mours 
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mours flowing into the inteſtines, produces ; 
ſpecies - of dyſentery. Bloody fluxes ariſe, 25 
well as other hæmorrhages, after the amput. 
tion of any member. Sometimes a dyſentery is 
a ſymptom of an intermittent fever. There are 
petechial fevers, in which a genuine dyſentery is 
| likewiſe a ſymptom at the beginning. It alſo very 
often terminates, or is a concomitant ſymptom 
of putrid and malignant fevers ; but when a ma- 
lignant fever ſupervenes on a dyſentery before 
fubſiſting in the body,. this is quite a different 
caſe, and conſtitutes a peculiar ſpecies of dyſen- 
tery. In military hoſpitals the dyſentery is 
complicated alſo with other diſorders, particu- 
larly with coughs: and pneumonic affections, 
when the weather ſets in for cold. In the ſcuryy 
it is a very dangerous ſymptom. 


However, we muſt diſtinguiſh from all theſe 
ſymptomatical ſpecies ſuch, as do not depend 
upon another diſorder, and of theſe only we here 
treat at preſent, and ſhall take four ſpecies into 
| conſideration, though there are, perhaps, 
more; if there be, however, they are but ſel 
dom ſeen. The moſt uſual are, the ſpecies 
which accompanies an inflammatory fever ; that 
which attends a bilious or putrid fever, the mol! 
common of any ; that which is concomitant on 
6 5 Fn __ a malig-. 
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4 malignant fever; and, laſtly, (if it may be 


admitted) the chronic . 


The dyſentery appears 6 with a re- 
gular inflammatory fever, a hard and full 
pulſe, a very violent head-ach, and a diſtended 
belly. An Engliſh phyſician, Dr. Aken- 
ſide, ſeems indeed not to believe the exiſtence of 
that ſpecies of dyſentery, which is attended with 
an inflammatory fever, affirming, that all fevers 


of this kind terminate in an inflammation of the 


bowels, which does not produce any diarrhcea in 
the leaſt. He adds alſo, that there are no other 
ulcers in the dyſentery, than thoſe that are the 
effects, and not the cauſes, of the malady ; 
and on the ſtrength of this, he thinks he has a 
right to fall foul on Boerhaave, for not having 


attended ſufficiently at the bed-ſide of the fick ; 


but inſtead of that, confidently. explained the 
cauſes of things from the chair to his diſciples. 
Dr. Akenſide is in the right in conſidering 
the ulcers of the inteſtines, that are remarked in 
the dyſentery, merely as an effect of the diſ- 
temper; for if they were the cauſes of it, it 
would then belong to one of the ſymptomatic 
ſpecies before deſcribed. Dr. Akenſide would 
have been in the right if he had ſaid, that a 
common inflammation, or even ulcer, in any 
part of the bowels, does not produce a dyſen- 

cery ; 
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tery; but when he denies, that an inflammato 
ſtate of the blood, which has almoſt the ſame 
effect on the bowels, as an inflammation of the 
eyes has on the tunica albuginea, may produce 
an inflammatory dyſentery, he denies a thing 
which is demonſtrated, though ſeldom ſeen in 
London ; and argues dire&ly, as if one ſhould 
fay, this man ſpits blood, and conſequently has 
no inflammation in the thorax. Dr. Aken- 
fide is alſo in the wrong, in committing the 
very fame fault himſelf, with which he ſo unjuſtly 
reproaches Boerhaave ; for it is very certain 
that we may ſee, in the courſe of practice, real 
dyſenteries of an inflammatory ſpecies, which 
Dr. Akenſide did not fee from his profeſſocial 
chair, and in which there cannot poſſibly be any 
conſtipation of the bowels, as the ſtools in thoſe 
caſes are at times uncommonly frequent, though 
accompanied with very little excrement. In 
September 1734, this ſpecies of dyſentery 
ſhewed itſelf in the village of Viterne in Lorrain; 
it came on with a breaking of wind up- 
wards, and a very violent pain in the ſtomach 
and bowels; on this enſued a fever, and ſoon 
after frequent dyſenteric ſtools, with a teneſmus 
and unquenchable thirſt, and ſuch an in flamma- 


tion from the ceſophagus downwards to the 


anus, that the patients thought their inſides were 


on fire; the tongue near the oeſophagus was 
inflamed 
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this condition, he died on a ſudden. In the 


diſtemper, deſcribed by Dr. Marquet, dean 
of the college of phyſicians at Nancy. Some 
who were ſeen walking about the ſtreets at five 
o'clock in the afternoon, were ſeized with it, 
and died at ten o'clock at night. 


I fay nothing in this place of that ſpecies, 
which is attended with a putrid fever; as this is 
the very ſame ſpecies, on the ſubject of which 
we have given ſome hints in the firſt chapter 


of this work ; for, ſtrictly ſpeaking, it would 


be improper to ſay that they are therein de- 
ſcribed. Perhaps many additions, taken from 
my later obſervations in the year 1766, and 
diſperſed up and down in this chapter, may fill 
up part of theſe chaſms, and are ſufficient for 


the end I propoſed, as the whole treatiſe itſelf is 
nothing but patch-work, 


We do not give the title of malignant to, nor 
make a peculiar ſpecies of every dyſenteric caſe, in 
which ſymptoms of an alarming nature break out 
on a ſudden, where the beſt remedies, choſen with 

the greateſt judgment, have no effect, in which 


tneſe very faſt, and almoſt on a ſudden ; and 
M | where 


flamed and black: if the patient vomited in 


ſpace of ten days, fifteen perſons died of this 


many of the ſick die, and a great number of 
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162 A TREATISE on 
where they die, as well with, as without the af. 
ſiſtance of the phyſician. A dyſentery of this 
kind may, notwithſtanding all theſe circumſtance, 
be of the inflammatory ſort : it is, to be ſure, ex. 
tremely violent, dangerous, and alarming ; but, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, it ought not, even then, to he 
called malignant, as it is important to employ this 
word in a quite different ſenſe. A philoſophical 
phyſician entertains the more ſtrict and deter- 
minate notion of malignity with reſpect to the 
dyſentery, in caſe only, that with the cauſes 
common to that diſorder at all times, and in all 
countries, others ſtill are joined, which corrupt 
the humours very quickly : it 1s this circum- 
ſtance, that impreſſes on a dyſenteric complaint 
the peculiar mark of malignity, and then con- 
ſtitutes that peculiar ſpecies, which we are now. 
avout to treat of, The malignant dyſentery 1s, 
therefore that, in which eicher from external 
cauſes, or from a putrid fomes within the 
body, a malignant fever ſupervenes. The 
pathognomonic ſigns of this ſpecies are formed 
by the ſymptoms of a malignant fever mixed 
with the uſual ſymptoms of the dyſentery with 
different degrees of force, and are chielly 
alarming on account of their complication. 


The moſt important ſymptoms of the malig- 


nant dyſentery are, beſides the uſual ſhivering), 
(which, 
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(which though not always preſent, often return 


in the courſe of the diſorder) a ſudden total loſs 
of ſtrength, and an extraordinary anxiety about 
the region of the pit of the ſtomach ; this re- 


mains till the end of the diſorder, when it proves 


mortal, or till a remarkable change for the bet- 
ter, when the patient is deſtined to recover : it 
does not let him ſleep a moment, though other- 
wiſe he ſhews a good deal of inſenſibility with re. 
ſpect to every thing, and even to his own 
diſorder; for the moſt part his head is heavy 
and ſtupefied, but at times ſo intolerably pain- 
ful, that his cull ſeems perfectly ſplit aſunder ; 

he is often at the beginning of the diſeaſe in a 
calm delirium, which manifeſts itſelf particularly 
by an extraordinarily wild glance, a fixed ex- 
ſtatic look, appearing in very deep thought, 
while, at the ſame time, he thinks on nothing 
at all. At times this delirium grows very high, 
the voice moſt commonly changes, and becomes 
weak; a flight impediment in the ſwallow is 
often ebe juſt at the beginning of the 
diſorder, which is an extremely bad ſign. It 
happens very commonly, that the patient "vom 
worms, or that they are found in his excre- 
ments, or elſe that they creep up of themſelves 
into his palate and mouth, and ſometimes even 
into his noſtrils, ſo that he can pull them out 
with his fingers; but we muſt take care not to 
M 2 cConſider 
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conſider worms as a ſign of the malignant dyſen- 


tery, as they are ſeen in great quantity alſo in 
many epidemies of the bilious dyſentery : a co- 
pious vomiting of a perfectly green matter often 
appears, without any relief following from it; 
ſometimes too, the patient vomits blood, which 


1s a very bad ſymptom. The pains in the 


bowels are not always proportioned to the dan- 


ger of the diſorder: there are ſome who do not 


complain in the leaſt of them; with others they 
are extremely violent, and with others into- 
lerable. Sometimes the belly remains ſoft, and 
ſometimes it is diſtended ; the ſtools are ſome- 
times inconceivably copious, and this is fo very 


dangerous a circumſtance, that the patient wil 


appear in a dying condition in the ſpace of twelve 
hours, and often really dies in that time. Some- 
times hardly any thing at all comes away from 
him ; he has not the leaſt complaint, except a 
very troubleſome teneſmus, and dies in three or 
four days, if his ſtools cannot be rendered 
more liquid. The excrements are ſubject to 
great variations: ſometimes perfectly mucous, 


ſometimes of a dark brown, citron- yellow, or 


green colour; at times they conſiſt of mere 
water, and are at the ſame time amazingly co. 
pious ; ſometimes entirely of thin watery blood. 
At this juncture, the patient is obſerved to gro 


worſe and worſe every hour, is light- headed, 
1 ſeems 


ems to ſuffer very little, and dies on the third 
day. Sometimes the excrements are of a greyiſh 


red; they are often black, though ſtill more com- 
monly ſlimy, mixed with a ſubſtance that looks 
like chocolate and blood, and has always an ex- 


tremely bad ſmell. Copious ſtools, with a low 
ſinking pulſe and increaſing delirium, are bad 
ſigns; on the other hand, it is a good token to 
have bilious ſtools followed by a ſweat: in 
lighter cafes, a ſweat often puts an end to the 
alvine flux, and the other ſymptoms almoſt on 
1 ſudden ; while, on the contrary, the entire 
abſence of this ſweat is dangerous, Heat of 
urine, and the ſtrangury, are ſtill more fre- 
quent than in the common bilious dyſentery : 
as theſe ſymptoms are in general obſerved di- 
rectly at the beginning of malignant fevers, they 
are a bad omen in the malignant dyſentery, in 
which there is alſo ſometimes an entire ſtoppage 
of the urine, This fluid is ſometimes perfectly 
brown, a circumſtance which indicates death; 
ſometimes it is as clear as water, and ſometimes 
milky : the bad ſmell of the urine approaches 
ſometimes to that of the excrements. The ſame 
has been alſo obſerved in the breath, in the ſputa, 
and even in the ſweat. The patient's diſguſt 
for all kinds of food is unconquerable, and often, 
with the greateſt thirſt upon him, he cannot 
abide any drink, that is not cordial : ſometimes 

M 2 the 


782 DYSENTERY. 165 


. Er + 


4 
* 
y.. 
$ 
Þ 
Fe 
* 
1 
5 
N. | 
»* 
. —_— 
& 0-7 
Eo G 
Ag) h 
" 

4 a 
Fo 
IR 
= 1 
PA 
n 
8 14 8 
r 
__ 

hk. 
"L208 
N 6 : D 
ä 4 wo 
3 ! 
A 4d » 
1 
3 
n 
ve; 
= 0 
Ho - 
* i, 
IAC 
1 4 72 Kid 
21 
= 
} + 0 MD 
i * 7 
7 * + #: 
4; 2 
1 1 6caAY 
1 
1 
q 9 
* = of 
z 9 44 
1 
5 
1 
r 0 
TT, 
5 1 F 
4 EE 1 
$1.23 B08 
8 
e 
Fe 3 3 59 
1 55 F 
1 * 
1 ' 
* 4 h 
: 7 71 1 
© Þ - v 
1," v6.8 
Ii 
4-2 8 7 
ERS % 
1 
1 1 
* 2 * 
© % 
\ 4 
. 59 
. .; Fa —_— 
1 "TY 
, 
1 2 
REY 7. 
2 "WE > , 
Ex e 
1 3 2 
A k * e 
1 1 
1 i U 
11 1 
* + 1 2 4 
+336 
F 's 8 
1 P , 
. "> * 
94 ) a 
n 
CO 
* N 
* 47 
e 
e 75 
TY 
2 3 EAT 8 
53 d 
+: > 
$3 $:::& 
1 
W . 
1 4; 
* ma "I 
3 7 
8 * 
by + j 
PRA 
4 . 
© 4 nk 
184 j 
n OTST 
A "np 3-3 
= $695 7 
4 | 1 
Ct 
1 F 
„ 1 
+ f 
1 
.M 
$4.50 * 
' 1. +38 
F 6 * 
= I 4 'B 
q 5 FIR 
133 
9 
8 a 84 
* * * 
* 7 1 
7 6.4 wy UN - 
os * 
i 
Y * bo 
IB 
1 4 
e 25 i 
18 Nein 
* vo 
Or "7 
- ** 3 
BL 1 
BUD B89 
* 5 
10 
5 *: l 
k Pe $4 
We : 
743 k 
gs 4 
3s 
eier 
We, 
, 8 
WV N. 
x5 * 
. 
1 
{LI 
* - "WF 7 
** 4 15 E. 
"IIS 1 
wt * 
1 N 
1 1 
© i D Z 
. 1 
I ; Q 
> 1 
1 
a 
1 % "8.9 
SS. 1 
+ L "Y 
n 
n 
n 
_ 1 
. . 
13 5 
. ww 
We - L 
n 
7 
1 
7 * + bl 
. « ? 
o 2 
Vl 4 95 
k 5 
: =_ # 
8 8 
1 
it * 
7 Mt 
2 1 
F\ 1 ff * 
7 Py ' 
of * 
So | 
4 24 
Y 


— I 5 
pedo SI oo 


3 5223 A . 


3 'v 
7 
? 
5 
i 
15 
Fe. 
7 
. 
[ 
5 14K: 
+ 
$: 
Xo 
bs & 
9 
W 
4 
A * 
2 
1 * 
* 
1 g 
4 
#5 l 
$4 i. 
LN 
1 
/ = 
_—_ 
** 
| 
} 


166 A TREATISE on 

the ſkin is extremely dry, and peels away in 
great pieces, or elle it is conſtantly cold and 
clammy. In an epidemic diſorder of this fort in 
France, it was remarked, that ſuch as had 3 
great number of watery bladders break out on 
the whole ſurface of the ſkin, recovered : the 
ſame good effects were obſerved in Switzerland, 
when a miliary eruption appeared, and con- 
tinued till the ſeventh day, if, at the ſame time, 
tumors appeared here and there on the ſkin, 
together with an eryſipelas. In other epide- 
mies, juſt before the approach of death, pe- 
techiæ and large miliary puſtules have been ob- 
ſerved to break out. The petechiz ſhew them- 
ſelves very often on the fourth, fifth, ſixth, or 
ſeventh days, though they are not conſtantly 
connected with this kind of dyſentery : they ap- 
pear moſtly on the breaſt, back, arms and legs; 
rarely, and almoſt never in 'the face. They 
are not to be reckoned in the number of mortal 
ſymptoms, but they help, with other ſymp- 
toms, to increaſe the danger; and the deeper 
colour they are of, ſo much the worſe they are. 
I have ſeen them, in a caſe that proved mortal, 
of a brown, and even a bluiſh hue, in an in- 
conceivable number all over the body : ſpots 
and puſtules have been likewiſe ſeen on the neck, 
under the arm-pits, loins, and about the groin, 
that were turgid with a green pus, and mani 


feſted 
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feſted a peſtilential nature. The only characte- 


riſtic of the pulſe is, ſmallneſs ; and it is very 


ſeldom that the reſpiration is not oppreſſed. Im- 
mediately at the beginning, a hiccough, an in- 
creaſing difficulty in ſwallowing, a diſtenſion of 
the belly, a perfect dryneſs and blackneſs of the 
tongue, faintings, ſometimes gangrenous ſpots 
on various parts of the body, and particularly 
on the legs and feet, denounce, for the moſt 
part, a near and inevitable death. However, 
in ſome inſtances, even a mortification, that has 
towards the end of the diforder ſuddenly ſeized 
on the feet, has been found curable; and in 
others, common inflammatory tumors on the 
arms, as well as eriſipelatous eruptions, that 
came to a ſuppuration on the legs, have been 
obſerved to be critical, and eaſily healed; though, 


at the ſame time, the ſkin was covered with mi- 


liary ahd petechial exanthemata: the ceſſation 
of the patient's anxiety, the ſoftneſs of his belly, 
the free paſſage of his urine, the diminution of his 
weakneſs, and particularly the return of his na- 


tural ſleep, give certain aſſurances of a happy 


cure, which is often effected, to the great honour 
and triumph of our art; but alſo, full as often, 
cannot be brought about by the beſt phyſicians. 


The ſlow, or chronic dyſentery, does not 
conſtitute a peculiar ſpecies, till the diſorder has 
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made ſome progreſs ; for though one may eyen 
in the beginning, from ſome peculiar tokens, 
foreſee its long duration, it is not yet even then 
the queſtion, whether it ſhould be treated in the 
ſame manner as a chronic dyſentery : for ſuch a 
queſtion would be rather too ſimple: 


We call a dyſentery ſlow or chronic; when 
three or four weeks are paſſed ſince the firſt at- 
tack, without our having any hopes of ſeeing 
the diſorder cured : it laſts very often many 
months, and ſometimes whole years ; for at the 
very time, that I am writing this, an old man is 
come to me, that has had the dyſentery already 
two years together, with the uſual evacuations, 
and, notwithſtanding that, ſtill goes about, and 
does ſome work. This malady ariſes from an 
utter neglect of all remedies in the beginning of 
the diſtemper, as well as from leaving them off 
too ſoon ; great errors in diet, a bad method of 
cure and frequent relapſes, and ſometimes be- 
cauſe, on account of the preceding bad condition 
of the bowels, the beſt remedies are without ef- 
tect. In this ſpecies, the patient is very weary, 
his appetite very ſmall, and his indigeſtion ſo 
great, that not only a violent pain in the ſtomach 
enſues upon eating moſt kinds of food, but 
alſo his food comes away perfectly undigeſted, 
as in the lientery, The pulſe is very weak and 
FE” re OY ow; 
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dow; but when there chance to be abſceſſes or 
ſuppurations in any part, it is quick. The 
ſtools are, to be ſure, not ſo copious as in the 
beginning of the illneſs, neither are they quite 
ſo painful, nor attended with ſuch frequent at- 
racks of the belly-ach. The excrements are, in 
general, juſt as in the firſt period of the diſeaſe, 
ſometimes accompanied with blood, and ſome- 
times entirely free from it: nay, there is fre- 
quently, even for ſome years after, an appearance 
of blood in them, or even of genuine pus, 
when abſceſſes in the ſtomach or in the inteſ- 
tines chance to break, or when the patient has 
obſtinate ex- ulcerations in the bowels; and when 
there is an ulcer of this kind in thoſe parts, the 
excrements conſiſt of a thin, ſharp, fœtid, and 
cancerous matter. All theſe chronic caſes of the 


dyſentery are extremely obſtinate, and with 


many people mortal: they likewiſe terminate in 
other diſorders, and chiefly in the dropſy; and 
are never cured without extraordinary patience, 


obedience, and reſolution on the part of the pa- 
tient. 


After this ſhort view of the moſt uſual ſpecies 
of the dyſentery, it ſtill appears worth while to 
collect the moſt common ſymptoms (for, to be 
ſure, in this compendium, a great part of them 
mult neceſſarily be omitted) belonging to 

all 
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all theſe different ſpecies, with their various Changes 
and terminations ; (though I do not intend to re- 
peat what I have already in part treated of, eſpe. 
cially with regard to the malignant dyſentery, 


An inflammatory dyſentery makes its appear. 
ance, at the beginning, with a very violent fe. 
ver, a very hard pulſe, which, in other dyſzn. 
teries, is moſtly ſmall, and but ſeldom (and 
that only in the progreſs of the ſickneſs) be. 
comes full; an almoſt continual and intolerable 
pain in the belly, which increaſes on the part' 
being touched, and ſtill more after vomiting ; 
ſtools very inconſiderable with reſpect to quan- 
tity, a head-ach, red face, and ſometimes a di- 
ſtended abdomen. A putrid dyſentery diſcovers 
itſelf by a bitterneſs in the mouth, that appears 
directly on the firſt attack; a vomiting of a bi- 
lious matter, which is ſometimes alſo mingled 
with worms, a ſhivering that returns in the 


_ courſe of the diforder, the ſometimes appa- 
rent lightneſs of the fever, the commonly pale 


colour of the countenance, the eaſe that is found 
after vomiting, the variegated colour of the ex- 
crements, and ſometimes by the worms con- 
tained in them. We may always ſuppole ! 
priori the preſence of a malignant dylentery ; 
where many people, ſick of the dyſentery, de 
crouded together in a ſmall ſpace 3 but this 

diſorder 
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giſorder may likewiſe proceed from many other 
external, as well as internal, cauſes: its ſureſt 
pathognomonic ſigns are, the quick approach of a 
more than natural weakneſs, great anxiety about 
the pit of the ſtomach, a heavineſs in the head, 
a wild, and yet at the ſame, time, a dead-like 
look, ſpirits extremely depreſſed, or a perfect 
indifference to every thing in the world, fre- 
quent ſlight convulſions, a very weak voice, a 
great many fainting fits, ſometimes a miliary 
eruption, petechiæ, aphthæ, a very weak pulſe, 
a vaſt ſickneſs at the ſtomach, and the other 


uſual ſymptoms in malignant fevers, which 


have been above related. The ſlow, or chronic 


dyſentery, is manifeſt enough of itſelf, and re- 
quires no deſcription. 


A vomiting of a copious bilious matter, that 
comes on of itſelf in the beginning, is of ſervice 
in the putrid dyſentery ; but one that returns 
very often in the courſe of the diſorder, and al- 
ways enſues, whenever the patient takes any 
thing, even in the ſmalleſt quantity, is quite the 

contrary : the leaſt vomiting, even in the be- 
ginning of the diſorder, in an inflammatory dy- 
lentery, is bad; a hiccough in the beginning is 
of very little conſequence, when it proceeds 
from indigeſtion, wind, or worms : but when 
the diſtemper is at its height, or has continued 
any 
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any time, it is a token of an inflammatoon, 
and an approaching gangrene. It is a good 
ſign, when the patient ſhews an appetite; the 
want of it, with an increaſing diſguft to food, 
18 bad. Frequent ſtools, with a fmall evacua- 
tion, is the ufual complaint; however, the 
diforder is always worſe, the more frequent 
and {ſmaller the. ftools are, and the more fre. 
quent and fruitleſs the teneſmus is in the fir 
days of the illnefs. Large and few ſtools are 
good; large, very frequent, and ſuch as do 
not in the leaſt diminiſh the diforder, are bad, 
and a token of a very. powerful irritation in 
the bowels. Large ſtools, when the diforder 
Bas continued any time, are bad, if, at the 
fame time, the food comes away undigeſted, or 
if, without this circumſtance happening, they 
are only frequent. Streaks of blood ſhew a di- 
laceration of fome ſmall veſſels in the rectum, 
which is of no confequence ; a great excretion 
of blood proceeds moſtly from the ſame part, 
or from the lower end of the colon, the evacu- 
ation of which is likewiſe, in other caſes, ſo 
very innocent. I ſaw, very lately, a great deal 
of blood come away in ſome dyfenteric com- 
plaints, that yet were otherwiſe, notwithſtand- 
ing the fever and the frequency of the ſtools, 
very tolerable, and almoſt entirely without 


pain. Hence it is, that ſo many obſeryers have 
| found 
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found a large excretion of pure blood to be of 
no diſad vantage in the dyſentery, but rather of 
ſervice ; while, on the other hand, many of 
their patients died in a ſhort time without theleaſt 


indication of blood in their excrements. Thoſe 


who loſt blood in great quantity, were, accord- 


ing to Degner's obſervations, always in leſs 


danger, than thoſe that had but little pure 
blood in their excrements, but, inſtead of that, 
2 white, frothy, tough mucus only ſtreaked 
with blood ; as theſe laſt complained of more 
violent pains, more frequent ſtools, and a 
greater loſs of ſtrength. A more intimate 
mixture of blood with the excrements, 1s 
looked on as a ſign, that the blood comes from 


a higher part than the rectum, and phyſicians 


are, upon that account, very much afraid of 
this token : without doubt, we may hence con- 
clude, that the diſorder exerts itſelf chiefly 1n 
the inteſtina tenuia, where there mult certainly 
be greater danger. In reality, I have ſeen this 
thorough mixture of blood with the excre- 
ments, in patients that were in extreme danger; 
but I have likewiſe ſeen it in very ſlight, and 
very eaſily curable caſes. Towards the ap- 
proach of death, the ſtools became leſs bloody, 
that is, leſs red; for the blood is then changed 
into a putrid, ichorous matter: in general, the 
danger in this diſorder is not in proportion to 
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the quantity of the evacuated blood; and it i; 
only in the malignant ſpecies, that any loſs of 
blood whatſoever is, for the moſt part, ex- 
tremely dangerous. With regard to the other 
ſigns taken from the excrements, there are very 
great errors committed, not ſo much on account 
of the pus being taken for a mucus, as by too li 
berally beſtowing the name of pus on mere mu- 
cus: in general, the more the colour of the 
ſtools departs from that, which is natural to 


them, the worſe they are; a green colour is a 
ſign of a perfectly vitiated gall, black is the 


worlt of all. The excrements have always a 
putrid ſmell ; but when a gangrene ſupervenes, 
they prove perfectly cadaverous, though this 
may happen allo juſt before, and at that time 
they are more Infectious than at any other. 
Worms, which J ſaw in great plenty in the epi- 
demy of 1766, in children as well as adults, 
make the dyſentery worſe, in the ſame manner 
as they do the putrid fever, and are ſometimes 
found in the excrements, and, at other times, 
brought away by vomits. They are, for the 
moſt part, of the round kind, though I have 
likewiſe ſeen in the epidemy of 1766, a perfectly 
aſtoniſhing quantity of aſcarides; but, accord- 
ing to Sir John Pringle's important admont- 
tions, worms, in general, ſhould by no means 
be conſidered as the cauſe of this diſorder, but 

merely 
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merely as a token of the preceding bad condition 
of the inteſtines, of their tone being weakened, 
of a diminution of the natural ſecretions, and 
of a coagulation and corruption of the aliment. 


Aphthæ often come in the mouth and on the 


tongue ſuddenly, and are very dangerous, as 
well as a difficulty in ſwallowing ; the belly- 


ach is always more dangerous, the more vio- 


lent, and longer continued 1t 1s, and the leſs it 
ceaſes after evacuation. An ardent heat in the 
abdomen, a ſcalding in the urine, and even 
the ſtrangury itſelf, are in the bilious dyſentery 
only a ſign of an 1rritation from the gall, and 
are 19 with no bad conſequence ; ; In the 
maliznant dyſentery, theſe ſymptoms are a- 
mong the dangerous ones. An anxiety about 
the breaſt and pit of the ſtomach, are obſerved 
in divers ſpecies of this diforder, and is always 
very dangerous : all hyſterical ſymptoms muſt 
be treated as ſuch, and therefore ſhould not be 
abſolutely conſidered as immediately proceeding 
from the diſorder ; but all theſe ſymptoms are 
bad in a malignant dyſentery : real convulſions 
in a common dyſentery,. after the uſe of aſtrin- 
gents, are fatal with children. All nervous 
ſymptoms are dangerous in every ſpecies of this 
diſorder; as they are always a ſign of a very 
powerful Irritation in the bowels and ſome- 


time kill them almoſt on a ſudden, Miliary, 
| or 
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or petechial eruptions, are moſtly dangerous; 
and though they are not reckoned among the 
abſolutely mortal ſymptoms, yet they help very 
much to increale the danger. 


The 8 grows in general very dan. 


gerous, when either through neglect, or bad 


conduct, it laſts till the patient's ſtrength is 
quite gone, the inteſtines relaxed, and the tu- 
nica villoſa abraded; though there are ſtill 
hopes, as long as there are neither ſtools con- 
ſiſting of diluted blood, or coming away invo- 
luntarily, nor aphthæ, nor petechiæ, nor a hic- 
cough, nor any complaints of a great weakneſs 
and anxiety about the precordia ; in which 
caſes, the beſt practitioners loſe all hopes. A 
complication of many dangerous tokens, is a 
ſure mark of approaching death, though many 
of them conſidered in themſelves, and ſingly. 
by no means denounce death ; ſuch are faint- 
ings, hiccough, vomitings, particularly of an 
unuſual matter, heart-burn, anxiety about the 
præcordia, green ſtools, aſh-colour ſtools, or 
conſiſting of a dilute, watery blood, and not 
tinged ith read blood; ſtools mixed with 
worms, and of an extremely cadaverous ſmell ; 
a conſtant rejection of clyſters as ſoon as taken, 
extraordinary wakefulneſs, unquenchable thirſt, 


cold at the extremities, a perfect loſs of ſtrength, 
4 weak 
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a weak ſinking pulſe, a flight fever of the ma- 
lignant kind, or elſe, to all appearance, an en- 


tire abſence of fever, an internal burning heat, 


cold ſweats, aphthæ in the mouth, which grow 
black, a difficulty in ſwallowing, a gangrenous 
ſore throat, perfectly brown ſputa, a ſudden 
ceſſation of all pain, retention of the urine, a 
deſire of getting up, a great inclination for cold 
water, livid lips, heavineſs in the head, a light 
delirium, ſubſultus tendinum, convulſive mo- 
tions of the whole body, the eyes ſunk in the 
head, a wild look, and involuntary ſtools. 
The event is always very dubious, when the 
violence of the diſorder has not been allayed by 
proper evacuations, as a gangrene very often 
ſlowly follows ſuch neglect; on the other hand, 
the happy termination of the diſorder depends on 
the ſpeedy uſe of the medicines appropriated to 
each ſpecies, and applied at a time when the 
patient's ſtrength is not as lo too much ex- 
hauſted, nor the inteſtines in the leaſt damaged. 
No illneſs is more ſubject to relapſe an the 
dyſentery, and frequent relapſes occaſion a con- 
tinual diarrhœa, as they weaken the tone of the 
inteſtines, erode their tunica villoſa, and even 
occaſion ulcers in them. The ſigns of the diſ- 
temper's having a happy exit, are the ceſ- 
ſation of all the ſymptoms, that appeared at the 
beginning, with many other phænomena which, 
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178 ATREATISE ow 
a man with a very ſmall ſhare of judgment may 
eaſily perceive. 


Theſe various circumitances require various 
methods of cure. There are ſpecies of the dy. 
ſentery, in which remedies, that are found to be 
ſerviceable in a different ſpecies, prove fatal; and 
in which, on the other hand, thoſe that prove 
mortal in another ſpecies, are of the greateſt 
ſervice. There are even dyſenteries of the 
ſame ſpecies, in which the ſame method that 
was ſerviceable in caſes that ſeemed perfectly 
ſimilar, has a quite different and oppoſite effect. 
It muſt, therefore, be very ſenſeleſs to employ 
the ſame remedy in all caſes of the dyſentery: 
it muſt, therefore, be very ſenſeleſs to take it 
into one's head, that a ſpecific is to be had for 
all ſpecies of the dyſentery, or that ſuch ſpeci- 
fics are to be found in books, in which all the 
ſymptoms of the moſt different ſpecies are con- 
tounded together in the moſt indigeſted manner; 
and it is, therefore, in like manner impoſſible 
to determine on an univerſal method of cure 
for the various ſpecies and periods of tis 
diſorder. But alſo after the moſt accurate diſ- 
tribution of its various ſpecies, and their dif- 
ferent methods of cure, much {till remains here, 
as well as in the whole circle of medicine; the 


knowledge of which, though it cannot be tranſ- 
mitted 
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mitted by written precepts, is however of un- 
ſpeakable importance, namely, the manifold and 
almoſt innumerable complications of caſes, 
which are only determined by the particular 
circumſtances of the patient. But, when once 
informed of the nature and method of cure of 
each ſpecies, every phyſician mult be in a con- 
dition to adviſe himſelf in the moſt complicated 
caſes; if he be poſſeſſed of that genius, which is 
beſt tried at the bed- ſide of the patient, and is 
of itſelf every thing in medicine. 


In the inflammatory dyſentery, venæſection in 
the beginning is a principal article; and there 
is no occaſion to fear repeating it, if the patient 
has ſtill ſtrength, and is not too much exhauſted 
by copious ſtools : it has ſometimes an aſtoniſh- 
ing quick and good effect. After that ſhould 
be given, every day, three or four clyſters of 
barley-water, marſh and common mallows, 
and chamomile-flowersz but it is of great im- 
portance not to inject the whole clyiter at once; 
but at different injections, as it were, that it 
may ſtay the better, and not come away imme- 
diately without effect: internally, ſoft, emol- 
lient, and mucilaginous remedies are of uſe 
gum arabic, pulvis è tragacantha according 
to the London Diſpenſatory, ſyrup of marſh- 
mallows, and, with theſe, the frequent uſe of 
N 2 Warm 
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warm almond-emulſion, or barley- water. 
Warm fomentations of chamomile- flowers 
boiled in milk, are to be applied to the whole 
abdomen, after having rubbed it previouſly 
over and over with ointment of marſh-malloys, 
When the inflammation is perfectly cured, we 
may make uſe of the tincture of rhubarb with 


water, 1n {mall doſes, going on at the ſame 
time with the almond-emulſion. 


From a violent inflammation of the rectum, 
which very eaſily comes to a ſuppuration, the 
ſigns of which are obſerved in the patients 
ſtools, an extremely troubleſome teneſmus 
may ariſe. This ſymptom is cured by venæſec- 
tion, and often repeated clyſters, but eſpecially 
by leaches. | 


I have been of opinion, and probably moſt. 
phyſicians in Europe, that all medicines, with- 
out any exception, are of no uſe; when an in- 
flammation of the inteſtines is followed by a 
gangrene in thoſe parts, and that ſuch a gan- 
grene was always abſolutely mortal; but I have 
fince found the juice of lobſters in broths ard 
clyſters, recommended in Mr. Rahn's famous 
work on the dyſentery, in caſes, that had all the 
tokens of an internal gangrene. 


Emetics 


TAI DTIJ ENTER 
Emetics are, in this ſpecies of the dyſentery, 
a deadly poiſon. Purges, by their irritation, 
do not do leſs miſchief, as they increaſe the in- 
ammation. All opiates, heating, aſtringent 
and binding medicines, are here extremely hurt- 
ful. It is not uncommon for phyſicians of great 
reputation, after having found the true indica- 
tion towards the cure of the diſtemper, to chuſe, 
for executing their purpoſe, remedies that have 
a quite oppoſite effect, or at leaſt appear to 
have it. The Breſlaw phyſicians laid it down 
as an indication towards curing the dyſentery, 
that the inflammation ſhould be reſolved 
with this view, they adviſed radix tormentille, 
valerian, the confectio ex hyacintho, pulvis 
Hungaricus contra peſtem, and even nutmegs; 
that is to fay, remedies that are aſtringent, 
conſtipating, heating, and conſequently increaſe 
the inflammation. Degner (with a view like- 
wiſe to take away the ſlight inflammatory dia- 
theſis remaining towards the end of the dyſen- 
tery) even adviſes the tincture of caſcarilla, 
which nobody will ever give as a good remedy, 
in a genuine inflammation of the inteſtines. He 
cites alſo others to prove, that the radix pim- 
pinellæ albæ is of ſpecial uſe in the dyſentery, 
when the bowels are inflamed ; though this root 
is acrid, hot, and irritating. Our excellent 
countryman, Mr. Rahn, in one part of his 
N 3 work, 
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work, cautions his readers very earneſtly againſt 
the uſe of anodynes and aſtringents, and in ano- 


ther place he adviſes,” (to be ſure, for very 
weighty reaſons) even when an inflammation | is 


to be apprehended, Sydenham's laudanum, 
the ſpecies ex hyacintho, and pillulæ ex cyno- 
gloſſo, that is to ſay, the very ſame remedies 
which he cautions his readers againſt. One 
great inconvenience in the adminiſtration of 
opium is particularly this, that during the uſe of 
it, the inflammation gets to a head, without 
either the patient or phyſician knowing any 
thing of the matter. 


The ſaccharum ſaturni is of ſervice in exter- 
nal inflammations ; Rivinus and Dolzus have 
therefore made trial of it in inflammatory dy- 
ſenteries, and thought it had a good effect. 
Now the ſaccharum ſaturni is, in general, 2 
medicine, whoſe bad qualities have rendered it 
juſtly formidable, but whoſe ſalutary properties 
(notwithſtanding Mr. Goulard's experiments) 
are not yet ſufficiently known, and it promiſes 
not a little to phyſicians of genius, who intend 
to make trial of it; as we may learn from the 
important obſervations of Dr. Hoze, a Swils 
phyſician of extraordinary ingenuity, exper 
rience and merit. It cannot, however, be ad- 


micted in the dyſentery, as it confines in tne 
| ſtools 
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tools and increaſes the pain, and conſequentiy 


the inflammation. 


Nothing can be more murderous, than the 


method which Marquet adviſed in the above- 
deſcribed inflammatory dyſentery, obſerved at 
Lorrain. He forbad veneſection, and pre- 
ſcribed ipecacuanha, rhubarb, diaſcordium, 
and a decoction chiefly conſiſting of aſtrin- 


gents: If theſe counſels were of ſervice, the 


dean of Nancy's deſcription of that epidemy 1s 
fictitious z if, like the plague, they occaſioned 
vaſt ravages, and death, they did nothing but 
what might be expected from them. 


In the bilious, or, as it is called putrid dy- 


ſentery, the method may be purſued, which I 
have deſcribed in the firſt chapters of this work 
from my own experience, and towards con- 
firming which, ſomething more may here be 
added; but alſo a great deal more may be done, 
or let alone, which I have not hitherto 
been able to ſpeak of, and muſt, therefore, 
make amends for it at preſent. To all this I 
ſhall add various obſervations made in the epi- 
demy of 1766, and relate them always with 
lincerity z though they ſhould hurt my reputa- 
5 by ſhewing when I have been unfortu- 
ate; ; for A edi booki s not worth taking 
N 4 | into 
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into one's hand, if the author does not ſhew a 
moſt ſuperſtitious regard to truth. 


Sydenham and Huxham have ordered veng. 
ſection in general, at the beginning of the 
diſorder. Monro found it, in the Engliſh army 
in Germany, during the laſt war, extremely 
neceſſary in recent caſes, and of very great uſe 
in alleviating and curing the diſorder : but 
when the diſtemper had laſted ſome time, and 
began already to grow tedious ; when the fever 
was off, and the patient very weak, he looked 
upon it as unneceſſary, and even thought i it did 
harm. Pringle, indeed, lays it down as a 
maxim, that the dyſentery of itſelf does not 
ſtand in need of venæſection; but that when i 
18 accompanied either with a plethora or in- 
flammatory ſymptoms, he then looks upon 
blood- letting as often indiſpenſible, and always 
of ſervice towards the cure: yet, when the firſt- 
drawn blood has no tokens of an inflammatory 
diatheſis, and the fever is not ſuſtained by an ex- 
traordinary inflammation, he then finds it ei- 
ther unneceſſary or hurtful to repeat it, as the 
patient s ſtrength muſt be kept up in fo debili- 
tating and putrid a diſorder ; but all this is ma- 
nifeſtly meant in thoſe caſes, in which an in- 
flammation is joined to the putrid nature of 


the diſorder, and ſo far am perfectly of the 
ſame 
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fame opinion with theſe great Engliſh | 
phyeimsse 9 "> Us 461 3 


Now, inflammation and putridity, or, (if 
you will) a bilious degeneration of the fluids, 
are not always found together: it is, therefore, 
worth while to hear the Dutch and German 
phyſicians on the excellence of their method. 
Pegner fays, that in conſequence of Syden- 
ham's having called the dyſentery a fever turned 
inwards on the bowels, he adviſed blood-let- 
ting, in order to drive away from thoſe parts 
this aMux of acrid humours; but if the dyſen- 
tery muſt be called a fever, it naturally merits 
the name of a ſh fever; as it expels, through 
the poſteriors, the whole ſubſtance of the body. 
In the dyſentery of Nimeguen, venæſection was 
not neceſſary ; accordingly, Degner did not ad- 
viſe any body to it; as it does not correct the 
bile, but rather weakens the vis vitz, and diſ- 
turbs nature in her ſalutary motions : accord- 
ingly he likewiſe ſaw venæſection followed 
by vomiting of blood, and death. On thee, 
and other conſiderations, venæſection appears 
to be very much ſuſpected by Dr. Degner: as 
nature does not eaſily bear two ſuch eva- 
cuations at once; and as taking all things 
together, it is very little ſerviceable: he 
found it rather more ſo in plethoric perſons, 


\ | 
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— in all os. one 1 Ae in i wk 
great judgment and penetration, or, otherwiſe, 
one runs the riſk of doing more harm than 
good. Eller ſays, we ſhould in the beginning, 
and the firſt period of the dyſentery, examine 
whether the patient be plethoric, and have 2 
quick and full pulſe : in this caſe, we may take 
away fome blood, as it ſeems to be in a ſtate of 
inflammation, and even repeat this evacuation, 
if the blood be covered with a yellow cruſt, 
which happens, however, extremely ſeldom; 
but when there are no figns of a plethora, the 
letting of blood is not only ſuperfluous, but 
alſo pernicious, as it takes away the patients 
ftrength, ſo neceſſary to overcome the diſtem- 
per, of which he has, at the ſame time, mani- 
feſtly very little to ſpare. I conclude then from 
all this, that venæſection may, and ſhould be 
omitted in a dyſentery, that is merely attended 
with a bilious fever alone; but that there is 
likewiſe not the leaſt reaſon to blame the phylt- 
cians, that make uſe of it in complicated 
caſes. 


Emetics, like purgatives, have been for- 
merly either entirely neglected in the dyſentery, 
or elle too ſparingly made uſe of; and, never- 


theleſs, later experiments ſhew, according do 
Dr. 
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Dr. Pringle's opinion, that they conſtitute the 
chief part of the cure, Eller ſays, he has 
found, (and it is confirmed by the long expe- 
 rience of phyſicians) that no evacuation conduces 
more towards the cure of an epidemic dyſentery, 
than thoſe that are cured by emetics. A 
dreadful dyſentery raged in Auguſt 1721, in 
different parts of Upper Saxony. Eller was 
called in it, and ſoon found, that no medicines 
were ſo effectual in the beginning of the diſorder, 
as thoſe that at repeated times thoroughly ex- 
pelled the irritating bilious matter; ſo that by his 
indefatigable pains he cured his patients moſt 
commonly within a fortnight or three weeks, 
merely by evacuations, and even cured relapſes 
in the ſame manner. Out of three hundred 
ſick, which he had in his care, he loſt ſcarce 
one man in forty. 


It has been obſerved, that emetics, with re- 
ſpect to the evacuation of the bile, are more ef- 
tectual, and that they have the beſt ſucceſs, 
when they work likewiſe by ſtool. Both theſe 
effects were obtained with more certainty by Dr. 
Pringle in the Engliſh army, when he gave, 
inſtead of the uſual quantity, only five grains of 
ipecacuanha at once, and repeated it two or 
three times the ſame day, till a vomiting or 
being enſued, Whirh generally happened ei- 

ther 
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| ther before, or juſt after the third doſe. Fif. 


teen grains, adminiſtered in this manner, pro- 
Eured a larger evacuation, than thirty grains gi. 


ven at once: however, though the Doctor found 


this. 'manner of ordering the ipecacuanha very 
uſeful, eſpecially when it is repeated once, 
or oftener, after having been omitted a day 


or two; he left it off, on account of the extra. 


ordinary ſickneſs of ſtomach that followed upon 
it; though he imagined it to be the ſureſt me- 
thod of cure. Dr. Eller made uſe of this me. 
thod ſo long ago as the year 1721; ſo that he 
gave twice, thrice, or even four times a day, 
four, five, or fix grains of ipecacuanha, till a 
gentle vomiting enſued : for ſtrong people, he 
mixed with each drachm of ipecacuanha four 
grains of emetic tartar, and of this compoſition 
he preſcribed four, five, or ſix grains, to be 
taken in the ſame manner at different times, 
with the beſt ſucceſs. Dr. Monro ſaw in the 
Engliſh army, when in Germany, that repeated 
fmall doſes of this root, from four to fix grains, 
eccafioned vomiting and purging ; but, at the 
ſame time, fuch an intolerable ſickneſs, that it 
was impoſſible for him to bring the ſoldiers to 
undergo this treatment. Dr. Francis Ruſſe) 
found, in the year 1756, that a few grains of 
rhubarb mixed with each doſe of ipecacuanha, 


made it operate rather as a purgative; while, at 
| the 
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the ſame time, his patients were not ſo ſick with 


it. Dr. Akenſide gave only one or two grains 


of the root every ſix hours, but took care to mix 
it wich a julep, compoſed of mint- water and 
confectio cardiaca; and excepting breathing a 
vein and giving a vomit, he ſeems to truſt to 


this medicine alone for the cure of the dyſen- 


tery. 


J have myſelf, likewiſe, made trial of this 
method of giving ipecauanha in ſmall doſes, in 
the epidemy of 1766, with many of my pa- 
tients, I gave it to children at four times, at 
each time five grains, with the ſame quantity af 
cremor tartari ; to adults at three times, at each 
time ten grains, with half a drachm of cremor 
tartari, or elſe at four times, each time ten 
grains, with the ſame quantity of the ſaid ſalt. 
The vaſt ſickneſs at the ſtomach, taken notice 
of frequently by ſo many writers, and formerly 
by myſelf in two inſtances, 1 did not now ob- 
ſerve; but neither did I find, that thele repeated 
doſes procured the deſired evacuations better, 
than if I had given the whole at once : and many 
times no vomiting at all enſued on the firſt or 
ſecond doſe; while, at the ſame time, there was 
a great deal of pituitous matter in the ſtomach ; 
and it was only in exciting a greater evacuation 


by 
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by ſtool, that theſe ſmall doſes ſhamed to be of 
any ule. 


Perhaps, however, no method is better than 
that, which Dr. Tiſſot has given us in the putrid 
fever, and which conſiſts in diſſolving a pretty 
good portion of emetic tartar in a great deal of 
water, making it palatable with ſyrups, and 
drinking as much of 1t as 1s ſufficient to excite 
repeated vomitings. That very ingenious 
Engliſh ſurgeon, Dr. William Ruſſel, found, 
during the attack of Martinico by the Engliſh 
troops, that the tartar emetic was the beſt and 
chief vomit in all caſes of the dyſentery, where 
there is much putrid bile in the ſtomach and 
bowels, as it quickly evacuates the corrupted 
matter, which otherwiſe did the patients in that 
hofpital- the greateſt harm, if it remained only 
for a ſhort time in the inteſtines. Dr. Pringle | 
thinks it always ſerviceable, to mix a grain or 
two of emetic tartar with a ſcruple of ipecacu- 
anha, by which means, without in the leaſt 
diminiſhing the peculiar virtues of the root, 
the medicine becomes more purgative, and more 
effectual in evacuating the gall. This mixture 
may, therefore, be made uſe of in the beginning 
of the dyſentery, by thoſe, who do not chuſe to 
order the emetic tartar alone. 


The 
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The ſtimulus of the emetic tartar is ſo much 
the more neceſſary to he added to the ipecacu- 
anha; as this laſt has ſometimes, even in large 
doſes, no effect upon ſtomachs, that are not ſuffi- 
ciently irritable, or loaded with too great a quan- 
tity of mucus; while, at the ſame time, it ope- 
rates very well, even in ſmall doſes, in oppoſite 
circumſtances. I was called, during the epi- 
demy at Brugg, in the year 1766, to a child 


of twelve years, that had had the dyſentery 
three days, with a very bitter taſte in the mouth, 


z vaſt oppreſſion on the ſtomach, violent grip- 
ings, and a high fever: I ordered him for that 
night, half an ounce of cremor tartari, and for 
the following day, thirty grains of ipecacuanha 
for a vomit ; it did not excite any vomiting, 
but, on the other hand, evacuated by ſtool a 
great deal of an intolerably fœtid matter, with 
much relief to the patient: in the evening, and 
during the whole night, 1 gave him ſtill more of 
the cremor tartari, and the next morning four 
ounces of tamarinds to Procure an evacuation, 
which they did not immediately produce; but at 
irſt occaſioned a prodigious vomiting of a very 
copious, tough mucus; however, at laſt they 
purged him pretty ſmartly, and the oppreſſion on 
the breaſt and the pains in the belly, vaniſhed 
together with the fever: the cream of tartar com- 
pleted the cure. In this caſe 1 ought, without 
doubt, 
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doubt, to have given the tartar emetic eithes 
alone, or with the ipecacuanha. 


The repetition of the emetic is, in certain 
caſes, of no ſmall importance. In very obſti. 
nate Ones, Dr. Monro ſaw emetics, properly ad- 
miniſtered, extremely conducive towards the 
cure ; and many phyſicians rely on ipecacuanha 
alone for the cure of this diſorder. In the epi: 
demy of 1766, I remarked, that partly on ac: 
count of heating remedies having been taken at 
the beginning, partly on account of the pre- 
ſence of a great quantity of bilious and mucous 
matter, and partly by reaſon of the patient's be- 
Ing peſtered with worms, which crept up out of 
their ſtomachs, - all the medicines they took 
were rendered uſeleſs, by a continual inclination 
to vomit, and frequently by abſolute vomiting, 
in ſpite of the emetics, that were given them for 
many days together. In theſe circumſtances, | 
ordered very often the tincture of rhubarb made 
with water, which, for the moſt part, ſtaid on 
their ſtomachs, and at length (though after 
fome time) brought the diſtemper happily to an 
end; but in vehement, dangerous, and urgent 
caſes, in which there was no inflammation, | 
gave a ſecond vomit. A man of thirty-four 
years, at Brugg, was violently ſeized with the 


dyſentery : the firſt day, ſomebody preſcribed 
| him 
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him a vomit, and in the evening ſome cream 6f 
tartar. I was then called, and gave him, the 
ſecond day, tamarinds in the morning, and dur- 
ing the night, cream of tartar with chamomile- 


tea; the third day, manna with ſal catharticum 


amarum, and in the night, at proper intervals, 
tamarinds ; he caſt all theſe remedies up again, 
and with them an aſtoniſhing quantity of bilious 
matter; his ſtools were at the ſame time ex- 
tremely frequent, but very ſmall in quantity, 
perfectly bilious, and mixed with a great deal of 
blood: as well after, as before the ſtools, he 
had continual gripings, and his fever daily in- 


creaſed, after having been almoſt imperceptible 


in the beginning. Early on the fourth day I 
was told, that I ſhould not be able to give him 


any more medicines, as the whole preceding 


| night, and that morning, he had again brought 


up a vaſt quantity of bilious matter, and as to 
the reſt, found himſelf in the ſame miſerable 
condition as before. This induced me to try 
the ipeeacuanha; my patient took it willingly, 
and ſoon after vomited a very great quantity of 
bilious and mucous matter, together with a large 
vorm: immediately on that, I gave a purge of 
manna and ſal catharticum amarum; he did not 


bring it up again, but had from it twelve large 


and copious ſtools; the reſult of which was, that 
his pains diminiſhed at each ſtool, and, at 
O length 
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length entirely ceaſed, wichouil returning any 
more. The remainder of the hiſtory of this re. 


markable caſe I intend to relate, when we come 
upon the article of the regimen. of the mind, 


The purge may be given a couple of hour 
after the firſt emetic, or the morning following 
its exhibition; but the uſe of purges, and the 
time when it is proper to repeat them, muſt be 
regulated according to the influence they have 
on the pains. On this article I have again the 
aſſiſtance of two of the greateſt phyſicians in 
England : his Britannic Majeſty's phyſician in 
ordinary, Dr. Pringle z and Dr. Monro, for- 
merly phyſician to the Engliſh army in Ger- 
many, and now phyſician to St. George's bol 
pital in London: they have both ſeen the ſame 
things, as I have, and have both drawn from 
what they have ſeen the ſame concluſions, as I, 
According to Dr. Pringle's opinion, whether the 
emetic be repeated or no, the purge muſt, at 
all events, always be given the next day, or the 
day after ; and after that, as often as is con- 
ſiſtent with the patient's ſtrength, or the obſti- 
nacy of the fever requires. However, the ne- 
ceſſity for continuing the purges, is rather deter- 
mined by the pertinacity of the gripings and 
bearing down, than by the blood, that appeats 


in the ſtools ; M and Dr. Pringle thinks it * 
ſible 


- 


cuations of this kind. He admoniſhes us, 


as to the effects, which are not to be judged of 
by the number, but by the largeneſs of the 
ſtools, and the relief which the patient finds 
with regard to the gripings and teneſmus after 


more frequent from the diſorder alone, than 
from the purges exhibited. In like manner, my 
friend Monro found, that a great part of the 
cure depended on the frequent repetition: of the 
gentle purges he gave in the beginning, which 
are capable of evacuating the corrupted matter ; 
he gave purges of this kind to the ſoldiers of the 
Engliſh army in Germany every ſecond, third, 
or fourth day, according as the caſe required ; 
for the effect of the firſt purge, and the ſymp- 
toms that appeared after its exhibition, deter- 
mined the number of times it ought to be re- 


he lols of ſtrength, which his patients ſuffered on 
n- being ſo frequently purged: he gave ſtrong 
li- people theſe purges, ſometimes two, three, or 


tour days, one after another; and obſerved, 
that the patient, inſtead of being weak upon it, 
appeared ſtronger, | chearfuller, and br iſker, 


ation of each purge; as his corrupt, putrid hu- 
. mours, 
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{ble to effect 'a cure, without copious eVa- 


therefore, not ſo much to attend to the doſe, 


the operation; for the ſtools are commonly 


peated. Dr, Monro was aſtoniſhed at the little 
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mours, were now evacuated, that as long 4 
they remained in the inteſtines, kept up in him a 
conſtant ſickneſs and nauſea. From theſe experi. 
ments, ſo very like my own, the truth of this 
great medical maxim appears, with reſpe& ty 
purges in the putrid dyſentery ; that in it, ng 
other medicines ſtrengthen the patient, than 
ſuch as diminiſh his diforder ; and that he is 
very often ſtrengthened moſt, when he thinks 
he is moſt debilitated. 


By the ſpeedineſs of this method, in evacuat- 
ing the corrupt, bilious matter, one may cut off 
the diſorder at the root, if there be not invin- 
cible obſtacles in the way; while, on the con- 
trary, by neglecting this method, it will, at 
leaſt, be very tedious. In the epidemy in 1766, 
I ſaw many perſons cured in two or three days 
by evacuations, made immediately at the fit 
attack of the diſorder, and ſufficiently repeated; 
though they had all the- tokens of a real dylen- 
tery ; a violent and long- continued cold fit, 
vaſt ſickneſs, an inclination to vomit, bittercels 
in the mouth, heat, head-ach, great pains 
about the ſpine of the back, gripings in the 
belly, and a looſeneſs, with a very ſmall quan- 
tity of excrement. A woman of thirty-oine 
years, at Brugg, found herſelf preciſely in this 


condition ; I gave her, on the firſt attack, in the 
| evening, 
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evening, four drachms of cremor tartari ; this 
occaſioned four large ſtools in the night-time : 
the next morning J gave her three ounces of 


tamarinds; upon this followed a great number 
of large ſtools, to the great eaſe of the patient, 


and the fever went off: I gave her, for that 
night, an ounce of cremor tartari, to be mixed 
with two quarts of barley-water ; and on the 
third day, two ounces of manna with fix 
drachms of the Sedliz purging ſalts, which the 
fame day put an end to the diſorder. I have ſeen 
not a few examples of this kind : ſometimes the 
attacks were ſmarter, and were nevertheleſs pretty 
quickly cured by the very ſame method. A 
young woman of twenty-three years of age, at 
Brugg, had, during the epidemy of 1766, 
very violent gripings for a whole week toge- 
ther ; and at length a confirmed and extremely 


painful dyſentery, with ſuch a fever as I never 


yet ſaw at the firſt attack; a fire-red face, a 
ſtrong pulſe, profuſe ſweats, an extreme bitter- 
neſs in the mouth, and a conſtant inclination to 
yomit : I gave her, at five o'clock in the even- 
ing, a vomit compoſed of forty grains of ipecacu- 


anha, and twenty of cremor tartari; and two 


hours after, a drachm of the ſame ſalt, with a 
drachm of rhubarb: and it was aſtoniſhing, 
how much bilious matter was evacuated up- 
wards * downwards with relief to the patient, 
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The ſecond day, I gave het an ounce and a half 
of the Sedliz purging ſalts early in the morning, 
the evacuation was copious, and the mitter 
eyacuated red and green; her pains were much 
relieved about noon, the fever at the ſame pitch, 
but the heat was, however, leſs. On the third 
day, I gave her again an ounce and a half of 
Sedliz ſalts early in the morning; this occ- 
ſioned half an hour afterwards a copious vomit- 
ing of bile, notwithſtanding which, enſued a 
violent purging : twelve hours after that, all 
her pains vaniſhed, and at four o'clock in the 
evening I did not obſerve ſhe had any more fe- 
ver; towards night her pain came on again, I 
gave half an ounce of cream of tartar with a 
quantity of barley-water, to be drank by de- 
grees in the night - time; this occaſioned many 
more ſtools, and her pain went off. The fourth 
day I found my patient in a very good condi- 
tion, and preſcribed her the tincture of rhubarb; 
in the evening ſhe had ſome pain, and a bitter- 
neſs in her mouth; I ordered her ſome cremor 
tartari for the night. The fifth day the gitl 
found herſelf perfectly well, voided a worm, 
had no ſtools the whole day throughout, and 
got quite well. But when the beſt remedies, 
exhibiced to evacuate the bilious matter in this 
ſpecies of dyſentery, do not perform their office; 
the ſame thing happens, as is obſerved in the 7 

0 
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AF 


of their oppoſites, namely, aſtringent and con- 
ſtipating medicines. In the epidemy of 1766, 
at Brugg, a child of fix years, naturally bound 
in his body, was ſeized with a dyſentery ; ; the 
bilious matter it caſt up the firſt and ſecond 
day in great quantities, convinced me, that this 
caſe was of the bilious kind; the ſoftneſs of the 
pulſe, and the Pins being ſo tolerable through 
the whole courſe of the diſorder, as never even 
to make the child cry, was a proof to me of the 
abſence of inflammation; the child had ſtools 
without number night and day, but not one 
good; and the dyſenteric matter remained ſo 
pertinaciouſly in his body, that I made uſe of 
ipecacbanba, manna with a ſmall quantity of 
cremor tartari, tamarinds, and tincture of rhu- 
barb in the quantity it is uſually given to chil- 
dren of that age, without any effect: for on the 
fourth night he became perfectly light-headed, 
voided a worm, and had many convulſive twitch- 
ings. J ſaw him early the next morning, when he 
was quite out of his ſenſes; his eyes were perfectly 
convulſed; he toſſed and tumbled about in his 
bed; I felt the cold hand of death upon him, and 
accordingly he died the ſame day; thus giving me 
aà proof, that a child may very quickly die even 
of the bilious dyſentery, without a violent pain 
in the bowels preceding, a hard pulſe or diſtended 
belly, and conſequently without any preced- 
0 4 ing 
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ing inflammation, when a copious bilious mat. 
ter, that ſtimulates the bowels to deadly con- 
vulſions, remains in the body. In fine, during 
the above-mentioned epidemy, I ſaw in the moſt 
deciſive manner, in the caſe of a reverend cler- 
gyman, how much the invincible inclination for 
ſtrengthening and heating remedies, and (which 
is the conſequence of it) an averſion for every 
thing that evacuates, increaſes the diſorder, and 
makes it more ſerious and dangerous in all re- 
ſpects; ſo that even fo late as towards the end 
of it, tumours appear on the legs, and the com- 
pletion of the cure is prolonged above five 
weeks; ſuppoſing one can force as many eva- 
cuating remedies on the patient, as is juſt ſut- 
ficient to ſave him from impending death. 


With regard to the choice, that ought to be 
made of the purges fit to evacuate ſpeedily the 
bilious matter, Dr. Monro, Dr. Brockleſby, 
and Dr. Ruſſel have made various experiments, 
which agree with mine. The purge which Dr. 
Monro ear made uſe of for his firſt patients, 

was rhubarb; but after repeated trials he found, 
in the ſame manner as Dr. Brockleſby, that in 
general, rhubarb during the firſt period of the 
diſeaſe, was not ſo good as the ſal catharticum 
amarum with manna and gil, which operated 
without pain or anxiety, evacuated much bet- 
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ter, and gave more relief, than any other purge 


made uſe of in the Engliſh army. According 
to my lateſt experiments, all this is perfectly 
true; I gave in the epidemy of 1766, manna 
and Sedliz ſalts together in a draught, with 
much better ſucceſs than tamarinds, but left the 
oil out, Dr. Monro preſcribed likewiſe at Bre- 
men, the tincture of rhubarb made with water, 
and found it an eaſy purge, but not ſo well 
coinciding with his views in recent diſorders, as 


the ſalts and manna. This is alſo perfectly 
juſt ; but yet I ſaw in the ſame epidemy ſome 


caſes, in which tamarinds, manna, and falts, 
would not keep on the patient's ſtomach ; ſo 
that in theſe caſes, the tincture of rhubarb given 
in great quantities had ſomething very excellent 
in it, as the ſtomach bears it very well, as it 
often takes off. the vomiting, and, as it at laſt 


puts an end to the diſorder, though not ſo ſoon 


as the tamarinds, manna and ſalts ; nay it ſome- 
times even puts the ſtomach in a condition to 
bear the above-mentioned remedies. However, 
after all, theſe laſt are moſt ſpeedy in the cure; 
the caſe muſt be then, that children have mach 
acidity in their prime viz, and eſpecially in 
their ſtomach, which is a great obſtacle to the 
purging quality of the tamarinds and cremor 
tartari, and on that account theſe medicines are 


yery often of no v8 at all to children. Dr. 
Francis 
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Francis Ruſſel ſaw at Gibraltar, in the year 
1756, a rife and mortal dyſentery ;. after hay. 
Ing made trial of a great number of remedies, 
he found that nothing gave greater relief or 
more forwarded the cure, than repeated doſe; 
of the ſal catharticum amarum. I have alſo 
made ule of this ſalt with benefit. 


It has neverthelefs been always thought that 
falts, and even acids .of all : kinds abraded the 
inteſtines. It is true, that all rough and irri- 
tating remedies ſhould be avoided in this dif- 
order; but the point is to know rightly, what 
medicines have this effect in the bilious dyſen- 
tery, for in this very point many phyſicians 
have been deceived. Zacutus the Portugueſe, 
indeed, was not afraid of arſenic in the dyſen- 
tery; but his countryman Amatus condemns 
even tamarinds, on account of their ſtimulating 
acidity. Degner ſays that all ſalts, for exam- 
ple, tartarus vitriolatus, arcanum duplicatum, 
fal polychreſt, ſal prunellæ, and others, are 
often preſcribed by phyſicians, abſolutely in op- 
poſition to all the dictates of common ſenſe and 
medical prudence ; as by their corroding proper- 
ties. they only excite more violent pain and irrita- 
tion in the ulcerated bowels : he did not therefore 
even think nitre ſafe, in the height, and during 


the progreſs of the diſorder; as it increaſes the 
diarrhœa. 
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diarrhœa. Now it appears to me, that Dr. 
Degner has here drawn concluſions without ſuf- 
ccient foundation. For firſt, it is falſe that the 
inteſtines are ulcerated in the dyſentery, ſo often 
15 is in general believed; and where they ſhould 
chance to be inflamed, or even abſolutely ul- 
-:rated, no phyſician of any ſenſe would be 
ventureſome enough to preſcribe a ſalt: in the 
ſecond place, it aliſwers preciſely the phyſician's 
intention, when by means of a ſalt properly 
choſen the flux is increaſed, as long as there is any 
corrupt bilious matter to evacuate. However, 
Dr. Degner was not utterly ignorant of the ſa- 
lutary influence of acids in general; for he 
gives whey great encomiums, and even com- 
mends the copious uſe of lemon- juice, which he 
did not find ſtimulating; and is very fond of 
Moſelle and Rheniſh wines, purely on account of 
their acidity, Had this famous burgh-maſter 
of Nimeguen, properly diſtinguiſhed the bilious 
dyſentery from the malignant, he would not 
perhaps have rejected in the bilious dyſentery, 


what he undoubtedly found hurtful in the ma- 
ignant. 


With regard to the uſe of acids in the dyſen- 


bo tery, the force of truth, even in former times, 
8 broke now and then through the clouds of pre- | 
1e | * 


judice. 


Dolæus, a writer of experience, that 
according 
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according to the error of the age he lived in, 
aſcribed the cauſe of the dyſentery to an acid, 
had, however, ſincerity enough to recommend 
ſtrongly a mixture of lemon-Juice and oil, and 
confeſſes, that he had cured with this medicine 
above a hundred people of the dyſentery. Ri- 
verius, in all fluxes that proceeded from a pu- 
tridity of the juices, ordered biſcuits to be re- 
pearedly dipped in vinegar, then to be dried, 
rubbed io powder, and a ſoup to be made of 
them. Among the modern phyſicians the fa- 
mous La Mettrie, with others, found vinegar, 
lemonade, and whey, of great lervice in the 
common putrid dyſentery, as well as that the 
dread of fruit was without any grounds. Per- 
Haps I have made more uſe of acid ſalts in the 
dyſentery, than any other phyfician ; for Dr. 
Tiflot does not order, as it is inſerted in the 
German tranſlation of his Advice to the People 
by an error of the preſs, an ounce of cremor 
tartari, to be taken with two quarts of barley- 
water, but only two drachms ; though at pre- 
ſent he gives even an ounce at two or three 
times in a very little while. By this procedure 
I found, that the oppoſition of phyſicians (at 
leaſt to acid ſalts) in the ſpecies of dyſen- 


tery here treated of, comes entirely from pre- 
zjudice. 


Syden- 
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Sydenham has in the ſtrongeſt manner re- 
commended by his authority, opium and its 
| preparations in the dyſentery; though many 
objections have been made ſince thoſe times 
againſt them, objections, that are certainly nei- 


ther diminiſhed in number, nor otherwiſe weak- 


ened by my experiments. I will not tire my 
reader with repeating them, but recommend to 
him the cautionary rules, that may be drawn 
from them, and which, when we make uſe of 


opium and other things of that ſort, ſhould al- 


ways be preſent before our eyes. Alexander 


Tralles looks upon the conduct of thoſe, that 
in the dyſentery, immediately pour a great 


quantity of opium into the body, as raſh, and 
without judgment; and Freind remarks upon 


this place, that theſe remedies do indeed for a 


time put a ſtop to the alvine flux, but after that 
only increaſe it, and beſides this, attack the 
head, and weaken the patient; upon which ac- 
count Alexander 1s of opinion, that opium 
ſhould be only uſed on the moſt extreme ne- 
ceſſity in this diſorder. Soporifics and opiates 
were very much ſuſpected by Degner in this diſ- 
order; as in his opinion, it is neceſſary to be 
particularly attentive to the patient during their 
uſe; and as they muſt never be preſcribed with- 
out great caution, and even then not in the day- 
time; that by their obſcuring and torpify ing 

the 
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the ſenſes and vis vite, the malady may not lie 
concealed, and thus have an opportunity to in- 
creaſe, and make greater devaſtations. Pringle 
ſays, that all preparations of opium and aſtrin- 
gent medicines, are of ſervice for a ſhort time 
only, and make the diſorder towards the end 
more dangerous than before; it would be there. 
fore better, that opiates were not given at all, till 
the prime viz were cleared ; for though they 
at firſt give ſome relief, yet by confining the 
wind and the corrupted humours, they tend to 
fix the cauſe of the diſtemper ; whence it is, that 
the premature uſe of opium in the dyſentery 
ſometimes occaſions a real tympany. This fix- 
ing of the morbific cauſe by means of opium, 
Dr. Pringle has proved by repeated experi- 
ments ; though Sydenham does not ſeem to ap- 
prehend much danger in it. To be ſure he did 
not omit to purge his patients when the dyſen- 
tery was moſt epidemic; but at all other times 
he ſeems to have truſted to.laudanum alone. 
But whatever was the nature of theſe fluxes, 
Pringle was very ſure that ſuch as are molt in- 
cident to an army, are not of ſo mild a nature, 
and can never be cured without evacuations; the 
' beſt rule therefore that this excellent phyſician can 
give, is to defer the adminiſtration of opium, till 
the patient has undergone ſufficient evacuations, 


and then if it be {till neceſſary, to begin with ſmal! 
| doſes. 
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doſes. But when opium given with theſe cau- 
tions does not procure any eaſe, Dr. Pringle 


t | ; 3 
with the greateſt reaſon looks on it as a token, 


that ome corrupt humours ſtill remain in the 
inteſtines, and that it would be of more ſer- 
vice to go on with the evacuations, than to ſtop 
the flux. 


Phyſicians of equal authority are of the ſame 
opinion with regard to opium. Eller has in 
like manner found, that notwithſtanding the 
ſhort relief perceived on the uſe of this medicine, 
the pain attacks the patient afterwards with new 
force; and that from its property of diminiſhing 
the tenſion of the fibres in the inteſtines, the 
expulſion and evacuation of the. acrimony ad- 
hering to them, would be put a ſtop to; and 


thus the diſeaſe, that we are ſtriving to get the 
better of by means of opium, is increaſed. 


Notwithſtanding this, Eller gave ſome ſlight 


preparation of this remedy, but not before he. 


had very much diminiſhed and nearly put an 
end to the pains, and had evacuated the greateſt 


part of the dyſenteric matter; he had however 


immediate recourſe again to a purge, and re- 
peated it, as often as the tormina returned, and 
conſequently as often as there were any ſigns 
of acrimony being collected afreſh ; ſhew- 
ing by this procedure, how very differently a 

phyſician, 
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208 A TREATISE ox 
phyſician ſhould conduct himſelf in the various 
periods of this alarming diſorder. Dr. Young 
in Scotland, who has written excellently well on 
the virtues of opium, gave it in the dyſentery, 
only when the diſorder was very mild, or when 
its violence had already remitted by the means 


of evacuants and emollients. Dr. Baker in 
England, found opium not adviſeable in this 


diſorder, till the excrements were pretty nearly 


of their natural conſiſtence. My friend Monro + 
found in the Engliſh army in Germany, that 
diaſcordium, philonium, and other remedies of 
this kind, put too great a ſtop to the alvine 


flux, occaſioned a violent cholic, and increaſed 


the fever; he therefore made uſe of them very 


ſeldom in the firſt period ef the diſtemper; he 


gave however an opiate at night, when he had 
purged the patient in the day- time, and even re- 
peated it every night, though he had not purged } 
him the ſame day ; but found himſelf obliged to 


uſe a great deal of circumſpection with regard to 


the doſe, as long as the diſtemper remained at 
its height; he gave his medicines too only in a 
quantity ſufficient to alleviate the pain, and pro- 
cure ſome reſt, but never enough to ſtupify the 


patient, or ſtop the alvine flux, while it kept 


within proper limits. All theſe prudential rules 
coincide with thoſe, I have learned from my 
OWN experience. 


Next - 
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Next to opiates, Dr. Pringle, as well as 
myſelf, found nothing better for alleviating 
the pain, than fomentations of the abdomen 
and drinking chamomile-tea z the latter is alſo 
uſeful on account of its antiſeptic quality. 
During the epidemy of 1766, I ſaw likewiſe 
at times in difficult caſes, the gripings and 
even the teneſmus happily quieted by drink- 
ing plentifully of almond-emulſion, and ſleep 
promoted by the ſame means. When the pains 
of the abdomen were too much fixed to ceaſe 
on the application of fomentations or demul- 
cents, Dr. Pringle applied with great ſucceſs 
a bliſter-plaiſter to the part affected. Dr. El- 
ler found a thick gruel made of barley, oat- 
meal, or rice mixed with a good deal of oil in 
a clyſter, very ſerviceable in a violent bearing 
down of the anus; but I have likewiſe found 
remedies of this kind uſeleſs, and have there- 
fore conſidered the real nature of this teneſ- 
mus, ſelected other medicines for it, and ob- 
tained my end in the year 1763, in the manner 
| have related in the fourth chapter. In the | 7 
year 1766, proceeding on the ſame principle in 0 


: a very obſtinate caſe, (in which however the 9 
. patient had undergone a great many evacua- 1 
g 9 


tions, as well at the beginning as during the 
courſe of his illneſs) J firſt gave tamarinds for 
a violent teneſmus, that drove the patient to 
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210 A TREATISE ov 
the heighth of "deſpair, and afterwards the 

tincture of rhubarb in great plenty, with a 
good many clyſters of gum arabic, a deal of 
almond-emulfion, barley-water, chamomile-tea, 
and likewiſe a ſmall quantity of opium, with- 
out that relief enſuing that might have been 
expected; on the 15th and 17th day of the 
diſorder, I gave him a draught compoſed of 
manna and Sedliz ſalts z this procured, with 
much relief to the patient, (though the ſtools 
were few in number) an amazingly copious 
evacuation of a matter, which was at firſt with- 
out ſmell, and yellow, but ſoon after extremely 
offenſive, and almoſt black. From this theory, 
founded entirely on experience, I can con- 
ceive the reaſon, why beſides clyſters, rhubarb 
is made uſe of for a teneſmus in the Eaſt-Indies. 


In caſe that the patient was ſuddenly ſeized 
with a terrible pain in the bowels, and a 
violent teneſmus on a day, when he had 
not taken phyſick, Dr. Monro preſcribed 
the purging ſalts with manna: but when 
Purges and gentle opiates were of no effect, 
he' ordered the whole abdomen to be co- 
vered with warm fomentations ; and warm bar- 
. ley-water; thin rice-gruel, weak broth, or cha- 
momile-tea to be drank plentifully by the pa- 
tient; afterwards he gave emollient clyſters in 


great quantities, and when they were not ſuffi- 
cient, 
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cient, a ſmall quantity of the ſame, with ati 
addition of one or two drachms of the tinctura 


thebaica, For he had abſerved that clyfters 


of this kind; impregnated with opium, 
often gave greater eaſe than opium given in 
any other manner. When the bearing down 
in particular was very troubleſome; a clyſter 
compoſed of ten ounces of water, one ounce 
of the mucilage of gum arabic, two ounces of 


oil of olives; with a proper quantity of diaſ- 


cordium and tinctura thebaica, or elfe a ſtarch 
clyſter, gave more relief than any thing elle; 
In ſome caſes, in which the pain was quite in- 
tolerable and accompanied with fever, the 
Doctor found himſelf obliged to breathe a vein; 
and ſometimes to lay a bliſter on that part 
of the abdomen, where the patient felt moſt 
pain, 


Bliſters not only act as palliatives in the dy- 
ſentery, but likewiſe contribute towards the 


cure; being of the utmoſt uſe in extraordinary 


caſes of this diforder, as well as in the immode- 
tte diarrhœas attendant on putrid fevers, and 
indeed in general in all obſtinate alvine fluxes. 
During the epidemy of 1766, I ſaw ſome ſlight 
dyſenteries in children of divers ages, from a 
year and a year and a half, to ſeven or eleven 
Jrary old, extraordinary obſtinate, and ſome- 
P 4 5 times 
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212 A TREATISE on 
times very tedious. My friend Tiffot ſaw 
ſomething like it about the ſame time, ang 
complained likewiſe of the ſame obſtinacy and 
tediouſneſs of the diſorder, but called it only a 
looſeneſs; I on the contrary, by what I could 
ſee of it, judged it to be in reality nothing elſe 
than a ſlight dyſentery, as it was accompanied 
with a conſtant and ſometimes very violent fe- 
ver, which was full as pertinacious as the flux: 
however, our care was not about the name, 
but about the beſt method of cure; and this 
was found out by Dr. Tiſſot. The children 
under my care had moſt of the ſymptoms at- 
tending the putrid dyſentery, though they did 
not come on them on a ſudden: I ſometimes 
ſaw an aſtoniſhing quantity of tough, thick 
mucus, vomited up at repeated times; and 
yet they had from forty to ſixty ſtools in 
twenty-four hours, which were frequently very 
bloody, and of all ſorts of colours, and always 
very ſmall in quantity ; they had however much 
leſs pain than is commonly obſerved in the dy- 
ſentery, and for the moſt part none at all: one 
child only had a prolapſus ani. With ſome 
I made uſe of an emetic in the beginning; 
with others, of tamarinds, and with all, of the 
tincture of rhubarb and chamomile-tea : in this 
manner I cured in twelve days time, a boy of 


nine years of age, that for ſeveral years paſt 
: | had 


of 
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had been in a perfect conſumption, and afflicted 
with various ulcers ; he had indeed been ſome- 
thing better for a few months before, bur was 
till plagued with a conſiderable ulcer about 
the ſpina dorſi, and a conſtant hectic fever. I 


=>. 
= 
" - 2 = | 
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had not the like ſucceſs with all the children bi 
under my care: ſome did not get well in leſs Rf 
than three weeks; and one, notwithſtanding all i 
the pains I took, and the application of three 1 
bliſters, not in leſs than a month; though to 9 
be ſure the bliſters were applied too late, and at A 


a time when the fever was at a very high pitch, 
and the abdomen ſtretched as tight as a drum. 
Notwithſtanding theſe misfortunes, veſicatories 

merit the preference above all the remedies 
hitherto mentioned in theſe obſtinate caſes. Dr. 
Tiſſot ordered them to be laid on eleven chil- 
dren: on one they had no effect; with another 
they had a viſible, but tranſitory ſucceſs; with 
al the reſt they did more towards the cure, 
than all the other remedies employed for that 
purpoſe, and they cured children that could 
not otherwiſe be brought to take any medicine 
at all, The Doctor commonly ordered them 
to be applied to the calves of the legs, and, 
when the belly was diſtended, to the nape of 
the neck; but I, for my own part, in this 
caſe, laid them upon all three places at 
e,, | 
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With reſpect to the diet in this ſpecies of 
the dyſentery, I have already treated of the 
moſt neceſſary articles in the third chapter; 
however, there remain a couple of remarks 
and obſervations, which perhaps are not abſo. 
Ivtely ſuperflious. All hard and indigeſtible 
food occaſions in this diſorder pernicious ob- 
ſtructions, as the bowels which are extremely 
weakened, and indeed almoſt diſabled, are not 
capable of propelling ſuch a globular maſs az 
muft here be neceſſarily formed; I cannot 
therefore comprehend the reaſon, why Degyer, 
during the whole courſe of the dyſentery at 
Nimeguen, allowed his patients to eat pota- 
toes. On the other hand I now perceive, why 
ſome phyſicians in the foregoing century, 
ſhewed ſuch an averſion to drink; as I have 
ſince that ſeen caſes, in which every ſpoonful 
the patients eat, if they drank after it, gave 
them a ſtool on the ſpor; but this very thing 
ought to have been an indication to them, 
to allow their patients to drink the more, 
inſtead of forbidding them to drink at all. 
Monro preſcribed for the ſoldiers under his care, 
barley-water and thin rice-gruel in great plen- 
ty; and nothing, according to this great phy- 
ſician's obſervations, conduced ſo much to the 
cure of the dyſehtery, as the copious uſe of 
ſuch drinks, as obtund and involve the acrid 
Y humour. 


; 
| 
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humours. In the epidemy of 1766, I heard 
much ſaid in praiſe of milk, eſpecially in 
various parts of the canton of Zurich; but 
] did not hear of any genuine and good obſer- 
vations, as nothing but the common talk came 
to my ears. Dr. Pringle never allowed his pa- 


tients milk, even when they were getting well, 


except it was diluted with lime-water; as he 
obſerved, that milk by itſelf had a great ten- 
dency to increaſe the gripings. I allowed 
many of my patients grapes in the above- men- 
tioned epidemy, without having ever obſerved 
any thing in them, otherwiſe than what was 
perfectly innocent; but, on the other hand, found 
in ſome obſtinate caſes, when the patient was 
recovering, though very ſlowly, that this fruit 
being permitted him without laying aſide his 
other medicines, at firſt purged him very well, 
afterwards diminiſhed the. ſtools by degrees, 
and finally- reſtored him to perfect health. 


The mind, in the dyſentery, as in all other 


| diſorders, has likewiſe need of a regimen. 


I ſhall in this reſpect only cite a couple of ob- 
ſervations, to ſhew how the mind may do harm 
to the body in the dyſentery : for more refined 
and metaphyſical conſiderations on the regimen 


for the mind, a ſubject, I intend to treat of in 


P 4 another 
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another work, would not ſuit with the ſimpli. 
city I have adopted in theſe pages. 


The firſt obſervation is on the pernicious ef. 
fects of impatience. I have already ſaid in my 
work On Experience in Medicine, that ſuch 
perſons as will not bear with any thing, are not 
only ſooner ill than others, but are alſo much 
longer and more violently fo; becauſe the con- 
tinual alarum of their paſſions, their torment- 
ing fears at every increaſe of their indiſpoſition, 
their reſtleſs and unremitting anxiety, that is 
not to be ſoothed by the tendereſt endeavours 
of their neareſt and beſt friends, always recalls 
to them the ſenſation of their malady; and like- 
wiſe becauſe by the perpetual diſorder of 
their ſenſitive faculty, the regular and uſual 


courſe of the ſemper is changed and diſ- 
turbed. 


A man of forty-five years, at Brugg, that 
had been more uſed to indulge himſelf in the 
pleafi ures of life, than bear with its calamities,who 
for that reaſon had already been almoſt driyen 
to deſpair with a mere head-ach, and in many 

conſiderable illneſſes had been a melancholy 
Inſtance of the greateſt want of ſubmiſſion to 
his fate, that is poſſible to be ſhewn by man, 
was attacked in the epidemy of 1766, with a 

| violent 
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violent dyſentery, He had for a long time the 
advice of our famous and admired phyſician 
Dr. Fuchſlin, and at laſt, without the leaſt 
neceſſity for it, called me in to conſult with 
him. I ſearched into the circumſtances of 
the patient's complaint, with the greateſt 
attention, and found that Dr. Fuchſlin had 
purſued the beſt method poſſible: all the me- 
dicines he preſcribed, had been effectual; the 
fever was cured, his gripes were gone, and the 
colour of hjs excrements were natural, only 
his ſtools and teneſmus were ſtill conſiderable; 
in ſhort, I found the ſick man happily de- 
livered from the danger of death by his firſt 
phyſician, the illneſs quite on the decreaſe, and 
nothing now ſeemed more to be done than to- 
finiſh the cure, This province was given over 
tome, I laid it down as an indication, to re- 
move the teneſmys gradually, by attemperating 
and expelling the peccant matter ſtill remain- 
ing in the cavities of the inteſtina craſſa, and 
jo by this means put an end to the diſorder. 
The patient had much eaſe; often during a 
whole day or night very little bearing down, 
and a good ſleep of many hours duration: but 
yet het teneſmus returned from time to time, and 
each time in conſequence a ſtate of deſpair, which 
it is impoſſible to deſcribe or give a name to; 
the patient's mind was obſcured with a dark 

cloud, 
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cloud, which vanifhed as foon, as he had com- 
pany. But when his friends took their leave, 
all comfort, hope, or views of future joy went 
with them; his uſual anxiety then returned, 
with its long, black, and horrible train of me. 
fancholy ideas, even when he had no pain, 
even when he had juſt awaken out of his ſleep 
and found himſelf in bed. The effects of this 
terrible condition of his mind, were now very 
bad, and therefore deſerve to be deſcribed in 
a work, that is intended for the benefit of 
mankind. This truly to be pitied man, had 
been as well purged at repeated times cf all 
acrid and corrupt bilious matter, as he poſlibly 
could be; his excrements very often did not 
ew the leaſt ſigns of corruption, but in con- 
ſequence of his miſerable lamentations, whin- 
ing, and mortal anxiety at each twitching about 
His anus, his bile overflowed each time, and | 
immediately on that his excrements were green. 
I was thus driven backwards and forwards, 
without coming nearer to the point for many 
days, till at length, by the uſe of ſome medi- 
cines opportunely exhibited, theſe twitchings 
about the ahus went off: but it was five 
weeks, reckoning from the commencement 
of his diſorder, ere he grew perfectly well. 


The 


HI DYSENTERY, 2219 
The ſecond obſervation is on the violent 
effects of wrath. Not the vulgar, but people 
of penetration, that is, heads that are capable 
of comprehending things in a philoſophical 
manner, will eaſily ſee Ak this account, that 
2 violent and often repeated provocation to 
anger, in a dyſentery otherwiſe attended with 
a putrid fever, had converted this putrid fever 
to a malignant one, and that a fever of this ſort 
became mortal, from a diſpoſition of the bile 
quite different from that in the preceding caſe; 
though there was no inflammation in the bowels, 
and therefore nothing that could occaſion a 
gangrene in thoſe Parts. 


A man at Brugg, under he middle age, 


who by nature was inclined to anger, and was 
in eircumſtances of being often provoked to 
effuſlons of the gall, and 20 beſides for many 
years before been very often ſeized with a ſud- 
den fickneſs at the ſtomach, had during the 
epidemy in 1766, the dyſentery for four days, 
in the ſhocking manner deſcribed above under 
the article of Emetics. On the fifth day in the 
morning, he brought up fix large rouhd 
worms, he was as to the feſt, {till free from 
his pain, but not from his fever; the very ſame 
evening fix more round worms came again out 
of his mouth; in the ig ig he was obliged to 

| Los 80 
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go very often to ſtool, his excrements were now 
white, with but little blood in them, and the pa- 
tient himſelf free from pain. On the ſixth day he 
had a good many ſtools, but was ſtill without 
pain; on the ſeventh day, his ſtools were as few 
again as on the foregoing, his fever was very in- 
conſiderable, and he without pain; he was juſt in 
the ſame ſtate during the whole night. | 


On the eighth day at five o'clock in the 
evening, I perceived on coming into the ſick 
man's room, a horrid change. His face was as 
pale as death, his lips white, his eyes fixed and 
yellow, his looks wild, his whole body in 
anxious motion, and all his diſcourſe was no- 
thing elſe than a continual very boiſterous cla- 
mour for cold water. Aſtoniſhed in the higheſt 
degree at the horrid aſpect of my patient and his 
diſorder, I however aſked the poor man with the 
greateſt ſeeming indifference, if he had not had 
any great pain in the bowels, which had gone 
off on a ſudden? he anſwered me, No: Whe- 
ther ſince the fourth day of his illneſs, not- 
withſtanding the frequency | of his ſtools, he 
had not felt any more pain in the leaſt in his 
bowels? he anſwered me till in the negative: 
T then aſked him whether he had not found a 
difficulty in ſwallowing ſince the morning? he 
ſaid he had: Whether he did not perceive 3 
vaſt bitterneſs ! in his mouth? Yes, he did: Fo 
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he had not anxiety at the breaſt? he had: 


Whether he was obliged often to go to ſtool? 


Yes: Whether his excrements were black ? 
No, they were not: If they ſtank very much? 
No: Whether his urine did not ſcald him? it 
did. The by-ſtanders told me withal, that 
the ſick man dozed for a couple of minutes, 
at which time his eyes were convulſed, and 
that at times he was perfectly light-headed ; 

his voice was alſo utterly changed, his pulſe 
feveriſh, but weak; and in ſhort, he was not 
to be known again. I gave him quickly ſome 
few tender admonitions of no ſignification, then 
ſlipped away out of his room, and told the fa- 
mily, that I would loſe my head, if there was 
not a quite peculiar external caſe, which they 
would not tell me of, that had ſubverted the 
courſe of my patient's diſorder in fo extraor- 
dinary a manner. After a long ſcrutiny into 


the affair, I now firſt found out, that he had 


been often vexed in the courſe of his diſtem- 
per, but had that day in particular had a violent 
fit of anger, which had immediately brought 
about the change; I now comprehended every 
thing. Agreeable to the uſual effects of wrath, 
the patient was farther attacked in the night-time 
with a very bad pleuriſy, a conliderable cough, 


and a violent head-ach; the anxiety too at his 


breaſt 
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breaſt remained, together with a vaſt bitter. 
neſcs in his mouth, and he had every hour three 
ſtools, which were ſtill partly bloody. I thus 
ſaw a great effuſion of the bile, and real ſymp. 
toms of malignity, joined with a very violent 
dyſentery. 


On the ninth day early, I found the pa- 
tient's countenance as pale as before, and the 
whites of his eyes quite yellow ; but his looks 
were not quite ſo wild, and his lips a little red- 
der. I had it now in my power, with ſome 
rays of hope, to bring his extremely dejected 

mind into a perfectly quiet and gentle ſtate; I | 
therefore, notwithſtanding the vaſt danger he 
was in, ſtill gave him hopes of life, and every 
time I came into his chamber, put on an air 
of cheartulneſs. After I had now begun to 
treat the diſorder as a malignant one, my pa- 
tient vomited with great relief. He had no 
more ſickneſs at ſtomach, his pleuriſy vaniſh- 
ed, the bitterneſs in his mouth went off, his 
head-ach was very tolerable, he had a better 
complexion, and all this happened in fo ſhort 
a ſpace of time, as from the morning till the 
ngon. At five in the evening his complexion 
was again very good, his eyes were no more 
yellow, and his head-ach had ceaſed ; but all 


day long he had five or ſix ſtools every hour. 
J e 
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looked at them, and found them of a citron- 
yellow colour, very ſpumous, ſomewhat mixed 
with blood, and yet not offenſive to the ſmell. 
He ſtill complained of a very violent heat in 
his urine, and even of an excoriation of the 
extremity of the urethra, alſo of an oppreſſion 
and ſtrangulation about the region of the ſto- 
mach, and of an inclination to vomit; all the 
night long he had ſix ſtools every hour, very 
ſmall in quantity, red, yellow, and green. As 
to pain, he had none in the eaſt, but was 
very weak, 


Early on the 10th day, I found my patient 
to all appearance quite without fever, but ſtill 
plagued with the oppreſſion and ſtrangulation: 
at his ſtomach, and to be ſure infinitely weak. 
Soon afterwards he vomited a copious thin 
matter as green as graſs, with three large and 
live round worms; in a moment the oppreſſion 
and ſtrangulation in his ſtomach vaniſhed, and 
he again became ſomewhat chearful. All that 
day he had ſix or ſeven ſtools in an hour, 
which were yellow, green, and white. At ſe- 
ven in the evening, I found him without that 
anxiety, indeed, about the pit of the ſtomach, 
but infinitely weak and dejected in body and 
mind; but on having taken a proper cordial, 


le ſaid he found himſelf heartily well, flept 
likewiſe 


4 
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likewiſe from time to time, and had, inſtead 
of ſeven, but two ſtools in an hour, which 
were in other reſpects like the former. On the 
eleventh day, I did not ſee my patient till 
three in the afternoon, and immediately found 
in his countenance ſuch a chearfulneſs, as I had 
not before remarked in him, and much more 
ſtrength in his voice; he had not more than 
two ſtools in an hour, which were leſs bloody 
than the former ; his fever appeared to be very 
moderate. All night long till morning, my 
patient was aſtoniſhingly chearful, briſk, and 
free from all pain. 


On the twelfth day my patient was again 
extremely vexed, which coſt him his life. His 
eyes and face were of a vaſtly deep yellow co- 
lour, his looks were wild, and his mind was 
quite overwhelmed with melancholy ; he was 
obliged to go to ſtool two or three times in an 
hour, he had ſome fever, and great heat in his 
urine, but otherwiſe not the leaſt pain in the 
abdomen, nor bearing down; in the night, 
indeed, he had only two ſtools every hour, but 
no ſleep; a conſiderable degree of terror and 
anxiety of mind, yet the heat of his urine 
went off. The thirteenth day he had two ſtools 
an hour, not the leaſt pain in the abdomen, 


a yellow complexion, a violent cough, a con- 
ſiderable 
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Gderable hoarſeneſs, great difficulty in ſwallow- 
ing, a pulſe ſlower than natural, and very de- 
jed ſpirits 3 in the night-time two ſtools an 
hour, (with one of which he had voided a large 
round worm, the ſeventeenth that had come 
away from him in this ſickneſs) no pains in 


teenth day in the morning, I found this cough 
ſo violent, that he could ſcarcely ſpeak; he was 
very hoarſe, his eyes very yellow, he had to be 
ſure ſome ſpirits, but thoſe very low; no pain 
in the belly, no bearing down, but a vaſt irri- 
tation and oppreſſion at his breaſt. From the 
morning till noon he voided nothing but a yel- 
low liquor without blood; from that time till 
four in the evening he had very few ſtools, 
more oppreſſion on the breaſt than before, a 
continual violent cough, a ſlow and weak pulſe, 


four till ſeven o'clock he had two ſtools, con- 
liſting of a yellow watery matter. At ſeven 
velock his voice was almoſt gone; he had an 
inclination to doſe, was very little ſenſible, 
ſometimes an anſwer could be got from him, 
but with inconceivable trouble; he fetched 
his breath with great difficulty, his pulſe was 
very weak, and ſcarcely quicker than in health; 


his belly, but a conſtant cough. On the four- 


his eyes fixed, and a very hoarſe voice. From 


he rattled gently in the throat, his tongue was 
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of a dark-brown colour, and at ten 0 o'clock at 
night he died. | 


Thus, by the force of the moſt powerful of 
all paſſions, the putrid ſpecies of the dyſentery 
turned, in this poor man's caſe, to the malig- 
nant; and juſt as theſe ſymptoms of malignity 
began to ceaſe, a new fit of paſſion brought on 
once more an effuſion of the bile, and a fatal 
depoſition of that humour on the breaſt, In- 
ſtances of this kind are by no means uncommon, 

I hope I may be permitted to farther. give a few 
hints on the manner, in which we muſt conduct 
ourſelves z when the cure is imperfect, when a 
relapſe 1s apprehended, or when the patient has 
actually ſuffered one. Dr. Pringle preſcribes 
in the firſt caſe the ſame diet, as during the 
firſt attack, and ſome gentle aſtringents ; this 
laſt intention he fulfilled with lime-water, of 
which he gave a pint every day, with half that 
quantity of boiled milk; he ſometimes found 
| imall doſes of the bark not leſs effectual, added 
to the extract of Campeachy-wood, or the tinc- 
tura Japonica : though it appears to me, that 
tincture of rhubarb alone made with water 
may ſerve inſtead of them all; and Dr. Monro | 
has found, juſt as I did, that rhubarb towards 


the end of the diſorder is of great ſervice, 
though 
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though at the beginning it did not anſwer his 
expectations. Dr. Eller adviſes gentle aſtrin- 
gents and corroborants joined with light opi- 
ates, towards the end of the diforder, when a 
great diminution or perfect ceſſation of the tor- 
mina ſhew, that all the acrimony is evacuated. 
Thele remedies are caſcarilla in powder, or the 
extract of it given with ſimple cinnamon-water, 


with an addition of the extract of orange peels, 


and a ſmall quantity of the pillulæ ex cynogloſſo. 
But on the leaſt griping that his patient com- 
plained of, he had immediate recourſe with the 
greateſt reaſon to rhubarb and manna; and laid 
it down as a maxim, that evacuants of this 
fort muſt be repeated as often as the pain re- 
turns; that the acrimony may not be collected 


again by degrees, and produce the diſorder 
afreſh. 


In relapſes, what was done in the original 
diſtemper, ſhould be likewiſe done now, in pro- 
portion to the patient's ſtrength, But it mult 
be remembered withal, that it is full as dan- 
gerous to ſuppoſe too little ſtrength in the pa- 
tient, as too much. In the epidemy of 1766, 
| law relapſes happen to ſome children from 
laying their medicines aſide too ſoon, and like- 
File to ſome adults, from their having expoſed 
themſelves too ſoon to a moiſt air, or ventured. 
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too ſoon on indigeſtible food, or from their hav- 
ing been put into a paſſion. I cured the chi]. 
dren with manna, tincture of rhubarb. and al. 
mond-emulſion; and adults with rhubarb, or 
cream of tartar, or elſe with this ſalt alone; 
though ſometimes J returned again to the Ipe- 
cacuanha. A young woman at Brugg, about 
thirty years old, having been expoſed to 
the rain during the vintage the whole day, was 
wet through to the ſkin, and immediately upon 
that was ſeized with the dyſentery in an extraor- 
dinary violent manner; I gave her forty grains 
of ipecacuanha, and the ſame quantity of cream 
of tartar, to be taken all at once, and two 
hours after that, a drachm of powder of rhu- 
barb, with the ſame quantity of the above-men- 
tioned ſalt for one doſe; with all theſe medi- 
cines, ſhe voided both upwards and downwards 
an amazing quantity of a bilious matter, 
with much pain. The ſecond day I gaye an 
ounce and a half of Sedliz ſalts; this likewiſe 
brought away an aſtoniſhing quantity of bilious 
matter, with the greateſt relief to the patient; | 
I gave her then for that night, half an ounce 
of cream of tartar to mix with a quart of 
barley- water; this ſhe drank all out, and her 
pains went off entirely. The third day ſhe 
thought herſelf perfectly well, and in the morn- 


ing before break of day went to work in a very 
damp 
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damp place; but not being able to ſtay there 


above an hour, went away, and was ſeized with 


a violent continued cold fit of a fever, and with 


ſuch a pain in the abdomen, that ſhe did no- 
thing but turn and wind in her bed, with the 
moſt horrid cries; I gave her forty grains of 
ipecacuanha, with the ſame quantity of cream 
of tartar, divided the whole into four doſes, and 


ordered her to take one of them every hour, with 


a good deal of chamomile-tea, This occaſioned 
her, without any extraordinary ſickneſs at ſto- 
mach, to vomit after each doſe, only once in- 
deed, but that gave her great relief and a good 
many ſtools; in the night-time I gave her half 
an ounce of cream of tartar, to be taken in bar- 
ley-water, with which my patient, after a good 
many copious ſtools, found herſelf better and 
better by degrees. On the fourth day in the 
morning, ſhe wanted to ſlip from me again, but 
| forced her to ſtay at home and follow my or- 
ders: I let her have nothing elſe all day long 
than almond-emulſion, her ſtools were no longer 
copious, and her pain very inconſiderable; but 
towards evening ſhe was put into a paſſion, and 
directly upon that her pain was three times as 
violent as before. The fifth day I gave her 
eighty grains of powder of rhubarb, with the 
lame quantity of cream of tartar, and divided 
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it into two doſes, which purged her very ſmartly 
and put anend to her complaint. 


To this ſection on the cure of the bilious 
dyſentery, I will yet add a ſketch of an univer- 
ſal method of curing it, which deſerves notice, 
and which I recommend to be made trial of, 
though it ſhould not ſquare throughout with 
my own opinion; for I am not at all ſolicitous 
about that, but only about the truth, which 
ought to be above any other conſideration, 
Dr. Duncan, one of the phyſicians in ordinary 
to his preſent Britannic majeſty, followed this 
method in the dyſentery of 1762. 


After having taken away a greater or leſs 
quantity of blood, according to circumſtances, 
from ſuch of his patients as were plethoric or 
feveriſh, he gave every half hour four ounces 
of the following Julep, till it occafioned a vo- 
miting and purging ; namely, three grains of 
tartar emetic, and two ounces of manna di 
ſolved in a pint of barley-water. The next 
day, and for five or ſix days following, he gave 
his patient as much as was neceſſary to purge 
him well, of a drink compoſed of manna, 
tamarinds, and tartarus ſolubilis. When the 
irritation and pain were very great, he found 


manna diſſolved in the almond-emulſion, ſuffi- 
cient 


— OO | W 
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cient for his purpoſe: if the pain and teneſmus | 
were too violent to be borne, he found a clyſter 
of chicken-broth, or an infuſion of linſeed 


in warm water, with an ounce or two of oil of 
ſweet-almonds diſſolved in the yolk of an egg, 
of great uſe, given once or twice a day. He 
was in general very well pleaſed, when the firſt 
evacuation by ſtool was very large; and he was 
ſtill better pleaſed, when he was able to procure 
this by gentle means. In this manner he often 


cured the dyſentery in a few days, without giv- 


ing any more medicine. But when the diſorder 
laſted above ſix or ſeven days, he then added 
thirty or forty drops of the tinctura thebaica to 
the clyſters, and ordered a ſcruple of extract of 
Campeachy-wood to be taken three times a day, 
in a proper kind of vehicle. He allowed his 
patients nothing to eat but boiled rice, ſago, 
panada, and the like, but no meat, and not 


even chicken-broth in the beginning of the diſ- 


order, no more than oil, butter, or any other 
kind of fat, For their drink in common, he 
gave them almond-emulfion, thin rice-gruel, or 
barley-water with gum arabic. Out of eigh- 
ty fick of the dyſentery, Dr. Duncan loſt 
but one, who was dying when he ſent for 
him; and they were all treated in this me- 
thod, 


Q 4 con- 


LA Wa . 
> % 


* - — - - . - 
CECT 


1 
[165 
= 
} 
i * 
| 
. U 
"I 1 
2 
1 
2 
2 40 
Po: 
46 
34 
* 
1 
by 
Lk 
$3 
* 
0 
bro 
914 
$1 
- * 
13 * 
* 
9 
4 
: ' 
8 * 
' 4&8 
Ly 455 
| 
** 
1 
"34M 
N 
1 
1 
* * 
1 
1 
** 
p 
4909 
* * 
25 
7 
: 7 
Fo 
1 7 Lo 
. 
Y 
1 
„„ 
: w 
Fo 
+ 
fy 
* 
> 
? 
{+ 
1 
5 1 
: 
1 
5 
. 4 
N 
" 15 
9 
z \ 
p 
» un 
Nu 
k 
"IF 
W 
1 
{ 
4! "4g 
* * 
r 
} 
bl 2 
19 r 
1185 
3 
15 > 
+ 
11 
5 1 
4 * 
* 
r 
54 
* 
* 
* 
1 
1 
"et 
i 
4 
1.8 
18 
LIN 
} 
I? 
n 
WM 
1 
1 
1 
7 
10 
1 
1 . 
=” 
L 1 
3 | 
1 
. 2 
1 1 
Fa 9 
©: 
1 
ö 
W 
1 
* 
7 
217 
' 7 
i 
= 
1 , 
3» 
1 
"0 F 
WH 
{Ez 
el 
10 
14 
i 
We 
xd 
; 


- 


232 A TREATISE on 
I conclude in fine, with a word or two on 
ſome remedies and methods, which are erro- 
neous in dyſenteries of the bilious kind. All 
very violent emetics and purges ought to be re. 
jected; as by the former the body is attacked 
too roughly, and by the latter all its liquid 
parts are brought i into the inteſtines, digeſtion 
is ſpoiled, the inteſtines weakened, and ſome. 
times covered with light exulcerations, that 
terminate in an incurable diarrhoea. Scam- 
mony, aloes, and all reſinous purges are im- 
proper, and increaſe the pain. Many phyſ- 
cians of great conſideration in Switzerland make 
uſe of nitre; as this diſorder is undeniably ac- | 
companied with a fever, and, as they imagine, 
every fever requires nitre. But Dr. Tiſſot has 
ſhewn, that nitre is of more hurt than ſervice 
in the putrid fever, and that it rather promotes 
than leſſens putrefaction; as it only diſſolves the 
putrid matter more than it was before, and 
makes it fitter to paſs into the blood, inſtead of 
properly evacuating it. I therefore look upon 
ſalt-petre, at leaſt in the bilious dyſentery, as 
entirely uſeleſs ; ſince i in the opinion of that great 
enemy to all empirics, Dr. Hirzel, (whoſe pe. 
netration and caution in examining into the 
cauſes and effects of every thing, that happens 
to his patients in the courſe of his practice, 
| 0 
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are not to be exceeded) it is of no real uſe, with 


reſpect to the diſorder itſelf. 


Of all the ſpecies of dyſentery, the malignant 


deſerves the greateſt attention, as well of itſelf, 
as more eſpecially on account of the method of 
cure appropriated to it, ſince this is alſo very con- 
trary to all other methods; and as Mr. Rahn's 
famous work on the dyſentery is ſtill overcaſt 
with ſome clouds, with reſpect to the diſtin- 
guiſhing character of this particular ſpecies. 
The preciſe determination of this character lays 
a much better foundation, (at leaſt in my opi- 
nion) towards an exact knowledge and judicious 
treatment of this peculiar ſpecies, than mere re- 
ceipts ; eſpecially as according to Gruber's ac- 
count, in the epidemy of 1746, in the middle 
of the city of Zurich, a world of people died 
for no other reaſon, than that many a good ho- 
neſt practitioner with his receipts in his 
hand, was not acquainted with this truth, 
which indeed is not to be found in the code 
of empiriciſm. 


In the cure of the malignant dyſentery, a 
pure air is above all things requiſite. It has 


been found in the army, that the more the fick 
are diſtant from one another, and the better the 


hoſpitals are provided with purer air than uſual, 
the 
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the leſs number of people there dies of this 
otherwiſe extremely dangerous ſpecies ; ſo that 
thoſe quarters were always the wholeſomeſt for 
the foldiers, in which, on account of broken 
windows and other want of repairs, the freſh 
air ceuld not be kept out. In general the 
greateſt danger proceeds from an impure air, 
which can never be made amends for either by 
diet or medicine. But cleanlineſs likewiſe in all 
reſpects is here of extreme importance; for we 
find in the military hoſpitals, that not only the 
moſt airy and ſpacious quarters muſt be pitched 
upon, and the number of ſick in them be leſ- 
fened as much as poſſible, but that in general 
the hoſpital and patients muſt be kept extraor- 
dinarily clean. If all this be not done, the ma- 
lignity ſpreads to the other patients, a great 
number of them die, and even the moſt power- 
ful remedies are without effect. Nay, when the 
infection once becomes conſiderable, the great- 
eſt caution, and ſome ſpace of time is requilite, 
before the hoſpital is entirely quit of it. 


It muſt be owned that theſe obſervations have 
been made in the camp, and may therefore be 
thought of no uſe to my peaceful country; but! 
have already ſaid in my work on Experience in 
Phyſic, that a worthy miniſter told me, he often 
went into houſes during the dreadful dyſentery of 


1756, 
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1756, in a village ſomething leſs than an hour's 
diſtance from Bern; where in one very low, 
mall, and cloſe chamber, a couple of dead bo- 
dies lay upon the table, and four or five per- 
bons ſick of the dyſentery, rtien, women, and 
children, in their bed, who had a veſſel ſtanding 
open by them, in which they did their needs. 
We ſee then plainly, that we have alſo caſes at 
home, in which the dyſentery, through the 
accidental corruption of the air, muſt not only 
be contagious, but even extremely malignant; 
23 without this additional circumſtanee it has 
influence enough to breed the malignant fever. 
It is therefore alſo not to be doubted, that a 
fever of this kind not only inſinuated itſelf in 
the year 1750, in more than one place apper- 
taining to the canton of Bern, but alſo in 1749 
and 1751, in which ſame years the people of 
the canton of Bern in like manner died of the 
dyſentery in great numbers. Now, even in 
thoſe epidemies of the dyſentery, which are 
indiſputably benignant, as well as in epidemies 
of the malignant fever, there are always here 
and there malignant dyſenteries, in which the 
obſervation of theſe rules is of the greateſt im- 
portance. And as we fee plainly, that malig- 
nant diſorders invade Switzerland daily more 
and more, perhaps the dreadful time may come 

ny 9 1 
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but too ſoon, in which ſuch rules will be looked 
upon with leſs contempt. 


ions muſt be ſometimes entirely 
omitted in the malignant dyſentery ; ſometimes 
emetics are noxious at the beginning, and on 
the contrary purgatives are ſerviceable. It is 
very often neceſſary to give a vomit at firſt, and 
afterwards purges. 


Now and then, and eſpecially in caſe the 
diſorder be not as yet well known, a vein is 
opened directly at the beginning of malignant 
fevers; when the patient complains of a vio- 
Tent head-ach, and his pulſe is quick and full, 
Venæſection is even ſometimes repeated; if a 
pain in the ſide, or a violent one in the bowels 
diſcovers itſelf ; if the patient be otherwiſe of a 
ſtrong conſtitution, and if a plethora till be ob- 
ſerved at the very time; that one thinks of giving 
the bark; but in other circumſtances it has 
always been ſeen to do harm, and weaken the 
patient too much. Venæſection has been ad- 
viſed and tried in Switzerland without due con- 
ſideration, even in the malignant dyſentery ; but 
in other places the ſick have been ſeen to die 
upon the uſe of this remedy in the moſt deplo- 
rable manner; and I read in Dr. Baldinger's 
important treatiſe on the Diſeaſes of the Army, 

which, 
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which, to my detriment, was not known to me 
till juſt before this ſheet was printed off, that it 
was at leaſt not ſerviceable in the Pruſſian army 
during the laſt campaign. I, for my part, en- 
tirely reject venæſection in the malignant dy- 
ſentery on this account, eſpecially as I have 


already found it unneceſſary in the bilious dy- 


ſentery. 


Emetics too and purges muſt be omitted, 
when the excrements are quite watery, and ſo 
inexpreſſibly copious, that the patients within 
the ſpace of twelve hours ſeem as if they were 
dying, and ſometimes actually die; in which 
caſe all evacuating medicines ſhould be avoided, 


and recourſe be immediately had to ſtrengthen- 


ing and conſtipating medicines. 


Emetics are omitted occaſionally, when 
in particular circumſtances or times experi- 
ence ſhews that they are noxious : and ſome- 
times they do not make the patient vomit in 
the leaſt. In that extremely malignant dyſen- 
tery, that happened in Saxony in the year 1746, 
and which is ſo excellently deſcribed by Dr. Va- 
ter, ipecacuanha at the beginning of the diſorder 
was manifeſtly hurtful; though on the other 
hand, during the progreſs of the ſame, it did 
very good ſervice. In the malignant dyſen- 


tery, 
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but too ſoon, in which ſuch rules will be looked 
upon with leſs contempt. 


. muſt be ſometimes entirely 
omitted in the malignant dyſentery; ſometimes 
emetics are noxious at the beginning, and on 
the contrary purgatives are ſerviceable. It is 
very often neceſſary to give a vomit at firſt, and 
afterwards purges. 


Now and then, and eſpecially in caſe the 
diſorder be not as' yet well known, a vein is 
opened directly at the beginning of malignant 
fevers; when the patient complains of a vio- 
Tent head-ach, and his pulſe is quick and full, 
Venæſection is even ſometimes repeated; if a 
pain in the ſide, or a violent one in the bowels 
diſcovers itſelf ; if the patient be otherwiſe of a 
ſtrong conſtitution, and if a plethora till be ob- 
ſerved at the very time ; that one thinks of giving 
the bark; but in other circumſtances it has 
always been ſeen to do harm, and weaken the 
patient too much. Venæſection has been ad- 
viſed and tried in Switzerland without due con- 
fideration, even in the malignant dyſentery ; but 
in other places the ſick have been ſeen to dic 
upon the uſe of this remedy in the moſt deplo- 
rable manner; and I read in Dr. Baldinger's 


important treatiſe on the Diſeaſes of the Army, 
which, 
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which, to my detriment, was not known to me 


till juſt before this ſheet was printed off, that it 


was at leaſt not ſerviceable in the Pruſſian army 
during the laſt campaign. I, for my part, en- 
tirely reject venæſection in the malignant dy- 
ſentery on this account, eſpecially as I have 


already found it unneceſſary in the bilious dy- 


ſentery. 


Emetics too and purges muſt be omitted, 
when the excrements are quite watery, and ſo 
inexpreſſibly copious, that the patients within 
the ſpace of twelve hours ſeem as if they were 
dying, and ſometimes actually die; in which 
caſe all evacuating medicines ſhould be avoided, 
and recourſe be immediately had to ſtrengthen- 
ing and conſtipating medicines. 


Emetics are omitted occaſionally, when 
in particular circumſtances or times experi- 
ence ſhews that they are noxious : and ſome- 
times they do not make the patient vomit in 
the leaſt, In that extremely malignant dyſen- 
tery, that happened in Saxony in the year 1746, 
and which is ſo excellently deſcribed by Dr. Va- 
ter, ipecacuanha at the beginning of the diſorder 
was manifeſtly hurtful; though on the other 
hand, during the progreſs of the ſame, it did 
very good ſervice. In the malignant dyſen- 


tery, 
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tery, that appeared the ſame year, though in a 
much leſs degree, at Zurich, emetics were found 
juſt as noxious ; for as to their effects in be. 
nignant caſes, it is not here the queſtion. 
Siegeſbeck has deſcribed in the Breſlaw Journals, 
a dyſentery of the malignant kind, obſerved by 
him in the year 1717, in which the choiceſt 
ipecacuanha, which had excited vomiting in all 
other caſes, did not provoke it in the leaſt at 
the beginning of the dyſentery, even given at the 
time when the patient abſolutely retched to vo- 
mit. In like manner I ſaw in the epidemy of 
1766 at Brugg, an extremely malignant caſe in 
a boy of ſeven years, whom, on the firſt day of 
his diſorder, I could not get to vomit with 
twenty grains of the beſt ipecacuanha, neither 
had he any ſtool from a purge, that I gave him 
directly after. On the ſecond day he was ob- 
liged to go to ſtool often, but, except a large 
worm, he hardly voided any thing at all; he 
looked very oddly, his eyes were as fixed 
as if they were made of glaſs, his head vaſtly 
heavy and ſtupified, and the lad was indifferent 
to every thing, even to the pain in his belly, 
which he only ſpoke of now and then when | 
aſked him about it; I could not find any pulſe 
he had, though I felt for it all over his body. 
Abour eleven o'clock at night he grew quite cold, 
had often convulſive motions in his eyes, was 
forced 
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forced to go to ſtool four or five times an hour, 
his excrements were black, and each ſtool did 
not amount to the quantity of half a tea- ſpoon- 
ful. The third day in the morning; I found 


the child in the ſame ſtupified fate as before, 


his face and lips quite pale, his eyes fixed, his 
tongue brown, no pulſe in any part of his body, 
though none of his limbs felt in the leaſt cold; 
he often fetched a deep ſigh, and told me with 
the moſt extraordinary indifference, that he had 
a pain in his belly. On his hands, arms, back, 
neck, and breaſt, I found many thouſand very 
| ſmall brown and bluiſh ſpots, the very worſt 
ſort of petechiæ. I ſaw him again at two in 
the afternoon ; he went to ſtool very often, but 
each ſtool was not half a tea-ſpoonful ; about 
four o'clock he was at times cold, and the ſpots 
then appeared paler, he went feldomer to ſtool, 
and did not void any thing ; at fix in the even- 
ing | found him in the ſame condition, with the 
fame indifference about his pain, which ſtill re- 
mained; he had a frequent and very violent 
bearing down, and did not bring away the leaſt 
excrement. From nine till eleven o'clock at 
night, he ſtill ſpoke at times, when he was 
ſpoken to, but always with the greateſt indif- 
ference, and without any other ſymptom inter- 
vening, he died at half an hour paſt one the 
next morning. ve | 
| Where 
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Where then emetics do not ſucceed, we keep 
to purges alone ; and when theſe too, as in the 
caſe juſt related, have no effect in the leaſt, we 
endeavour to promote ſweat, if nature appears 
to incline to this evacuation. Profeſſor Vater 
gave with no ſmall relief to his patients, in the 
dreadful epidemy in Saxony, directly at the be. 
ginning of the diſorder, gentle and ſometimes 
likewiſe ſmart purges; the firſt to ſuch as had 
very copious ſtools, the latter to ſuch as with a 
conſiderable bearing down, had no ſtools at all: 
however, he kept to gentle purges even in the 
laſt caſe, when the teneſmus was quite intolera- 
ble: in all caſes he gave three or four hours 
afterward ſomething ſtrengthening, and repeated 
this procedure every two days, with good ſuc- 
ceſs. In the epidemy at Zurich, the judicious 
Dr. Landolt, at that time chief phyſician to the 
city, gave ſudorifics immediately at the firſt | 
attack of the diſorder; when the patient had as 
yet no pain nor alvine evacuation, by which 
means he in effect forced out the exanthemata 
with good ſucceſs; but when the ſick did not 
aſk his aſſiſtance before the fourth day; when 
their pain was great, and their ſtools copious; 
the Doctor preſcribed a doſe of rhubarb, and 
did not till after that provoke the ſweats. Per- 
haps in this laſt method of proceeding, the erup- 


tions did not follow; though Dr. Gruber does 
| not 


1 


well, both from my own experience and that of 
others, and will prove it in its proper place by 
appoſite obſervations, that in general a miliary 
eruption, and even the petechiæ, may be very 
often prevented, when proper evacuations are 
made directly at the commencement of the 
diſtemper. 


Fg 


bowels are loaded with great quantities of corrupt 


importance, as well as of the latter; eſpecially, if 
the cauſe of the ſudden and total dejection of the 
patient's ſtrength be ſituated in the ſtomach. In 


ſtomach; and he commonly finds himſelf better a 
tew hours after having taken it. This emetic 
ſhould by rights be given at firſt; but (when it 
has happened to be neglected ſo long) it has 
been often found very ſerviceable, when given at 
the eighth, ninth, nay twentieth day in malig - 
nant fevers; and it may be always given after 
the commencement of the malady, when no in- 
flammation is obſerved in any part, and the pa- 
tient has ſtill ſome force left. It is alſo repeated 


R if 
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not ſay any thing about i it: but I know too 


On the other hand, when the ſtomach and 


matter (which 1s often, though not always the 
the caſe) the evacuation of the former is of vaſt. 
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general ipecacuanha is uſed in malignant fevers, 
when the patient complains of much ſicknets at 


in the courſe of the diſorder with good effect; 
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if the nauſea and fickneſs at ſtomach return, or 
in caſe that the ſtools ſmell uncommonly offenſive. 
Huxham ſaw very often in a malignant fever | 
an aſtoniſhing change for the better enſue on a 
vomiting with ſtool fupervening on the eighth or 
ninth day. Dr. Brotkleſby is convinced from 
repeated trials, that gentle vomits preſcribed 
even a ſecond time on the ſeventh and eighth 
day in theſe fevers are of ſervice, and even after 


that time, if ordered with prudence. There is 


much alſo to be learned with reſpect to the evacu- 
ation of the putrid humours, from what Dr. Bal. 
dinger ſays on the method of cure in the fever, 
with which the Pruſſian ſoldiers were afflicted, 
by the German phyſicians uſually called the 
malignant catarrh fever, and by me ſimply the | 
malignant fever. 


Theſe obfervations are however not to be 


abſolutely relied on without ſome exception in 


the malignant dyſentery, Ipecacuanha is with- 
out doubt the principal remedy in this ſpecies of 
dyſentery ; but it is of the greateſt importance 


to give it by way of emetic directly at the be- 


ginning, before all the humours of the inteſtines 
are infected: its operation is promoted by cha- 
momile-tea, which perhaps is much more fe- 

quiſite in this diſorder than in any other; 48 


chamomile flowers are extremely 3 
| Seven 


Seven or eight hours after this firſt evacuation by 


vomit, rhubarb ſhould be given in order to 
procure an evacuation alſo by ſtool. 


Some great phyſicians do not ſtick at t making 
uſe of manna, ſal catharticum amarum, and oil, or 
any flight purge of that ſort; but preſcribe after 
it a gentle opiate at night, to eaſe the patient's 
pain, and give him ſome reſt: they likewiſe 
repeat this purge three or four days after, that 
the putrid excrements may not be collected in 
the bowels in too great quantities. Dr. Monro 
does not heſitate to give gentle purges from 


time to time throughout the whole courſe of the 


malignant dyſentery, when he has done every 
thing elſe in the mean time requiſite in a dyſen- 
tery of that kind. A perſon of equal reputation, 
Dr. Baldinger, late phyſician to the army of 
the king of Pruſſia, gave purges as long as any 
pain was perceived; but he alſo ſaw with great 
penetration into the true uſe of ipecacuanha, 
which he mixed with equal parts of rhubarb, 
and gave the firſt day to the quantity of twenty 


grains, and afterwards five grains three times & 


day. 


However it is beſt perhaps, after having 
purged the patient with rhubarb, to have re- 
courſe again to the ipecacuanha alone, and that on 
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244 A TREATISE or 
account of the antiſeptic powers quite peculiar to 
it, and of the great uſe, it is found by experience 
to be of in malignant diſorders in general. This 
however muſt be given only in very ſmall doſes 
to the quantity of two, three, or four grains at 
moſt, every two hours, with a tea- cup full of 
chicken-broth, or of veal-broth, to which is 
added a ſmall quantity of chicken-broth, with 
ſcorzonera roots, carrots, or celery. 


Theſe broths (as much as I have otherwiſe 
ſpoken againſt them in the bilious dyſentery) 
ſhould be the patient's only food, and that with a 
view to keep up his ſtrength : for the degeneracy 
of the humours in malignant fevers ſeems to differ 
from the degeneracy of the fame in the bilious 
ſpecies not only in degree, but even in charac- 
teriſtic ſymptoms: the conſiderable difference 
ſubſiſting between the medicines employed in 
bilious and malignant dyſenteries, ſhews the ne- 
ceſſity for making this difference in diet, eſpe- 
cially as it is of great importance to keep up the 
patient's forces in malignant dyfenteries, with 
what is found to do it by experience; and this 
quality belongs inconteſtably to chicken- broth, 
though in other caſes it has manifeſtly a con- 
trary effect. But if it be found neceſſary to 
ſtrengthen the patient more effectually, ſome 


crumbs of bread are to be boiled in the broth, 
| and 
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and directly after eating it the patient ſhould take 
every four hours a ſpoon full of old white wine, 
which muſt not however be too ſtrong. The 

Frankfort, Moſelle, and Rheniſh wines are moſt 
proper for the Germans; the wine from the 
marquiſite of Baden and the Lacote wine for us; 
and for the French, a wine very like the laſt 
mentioned, which comes from Grave in Guienne, 
a few leagues from Bourdeaux, on account of 
their reſpective cordial, and at the {ame time 
_ antiſeptic powers. | | : 
Wine does as much good in this ſpecies of 
dyſentery as harm in the others: though ſome 
Swiſs philoſophers, quite ignorant of medicine, 
are as little infor med of this, as of the lightneſs of 
ſome and the malignity of other caſes in the 
dyſentery z and yet proud of their ſophiſms, 
think themſelves able to overturn with one whiff 
of their breath the pillars of phyſic, and with 


1 


2 their ſhallow doubts quibble the phyſicians out 
n of all pretenſions to the leaſt certainty in their 
" profeſſion. 


In malignant fevers in general, according to 
the obſervations of her Britannic majeſty's phy- 
fician in ordinary, now Sir John Pringle, no- 
thing exceeded the effects of wine in ſuch pa- 
| K's | tients, 
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tients, as were weak and deprived of all ſtrength. 
His patients ſhewed a particular deſire for ſome. 
thing cordial ; when, together with a ſlow and 
weak voice, they had had the fever a conſiderable 
time; and nothing was then fo ſalutary as wine: 
they did not long after any kind. of food, bu: 
yet eat with a great deal of pleaſure a little ſoup 
with crumbs of bread, provided there was wine 
in it, On the other hand ſuch as were delirious, 
with a * quick voice, wild looks, ſubſultus ten- 
dinum, or violent geſtures, could not bear either 
wine or heating medicines, nor even common 
cordials. Now Dr. Pringle will have the ma- 
lignant dyſentery treated in general like a ma- 
lignant fever; he therefore adviſes the uſe of 
wine in certain circumſtances in this dyſentery : 
he allows it in general in this diſorder, when 
the patient's ſtrength is decreaſing, and his 
voice low and weak ; but he adds that we can 
be never abſolutely ſure of the effects of wine, 
till we have tried it, Dr. Monro in like manner 
made uſe of wine in the malignant fever with 
great ſucceſs, and in general the lateſt and beſt 
phyſicians in Great-Britain agree in this reſpect. 
In the malignant dyſentery one of the greateſt 
maſters of our profeſſion, her imperial majeſty's | 


| * Theſe are Sir John Pringle's words : though the Ger- 
man (by miſtake, as J imagine) has it ! weak voice.” 


firſt 
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firſt phyſician, baron Van Swieten, orders an 
ounce to be taken every hour of a diet drink, 
which conſiſts of half a pint of wine, a pint and 
a half of barley-water, one ounce of cinnamon- 
water, and lix drachms of ſugar. | 


Acid liquors are uſually given in malignant 
fevers, AS plentifully as ever the togiach and 
bowels will permit. But the lateſt diſcoveries 
with us have ſhewed, that acids given alone 
are noxious in theſe fevers, and more eſpecially 
in malignant dyſenteries; in which therefore the 
excellent Dr. Schintz in Zurich, ſeems with 
good reaſon to be afraid of fruitz though profeſſor 
Vater ſaw a malignant dyſentery cured with raw 
prunes, The bowels are in this dyſentery ſo 
much weakened by the venom which they 
harbour, that they can neither bear the ſame 
quantity of liquids, nor thoſe of ſo very emolli- 
ent a nature, as in the other ſpecies of dyſentery. 
A too great quantity of liquor finds no paſſage out 
of the body, increaſes the anxiety, diſtends the 
belly, and cauſes a retention of urine. The fame 
happens, when the liquor is only emollient; by 
which beſides the patient's weaknels is increaſed. 
This ſame debility is alſo the cauſe, that the uſe of 
Pure acids, which are otherwiſe an antidote to 
putridity, does more harm than good in the ma- 
lignant dyſentery z for which reaſon the patient's 
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ſhould be neither in too great quantity, nor too 
emollient, nor too acid. A palin of freſh Se. 
ville oranges cut into thin ſlices, ſtrewed over 
with ſome ſugar, and infuſed in boiling water, 
poſſeſſes all the qualities here requiſite; the peel 
is aromatic, the white has a kind of a corrobo- 
rating bitterneſs, the juice is acid, and all this 
together has a very good effect. A great many 


ſuccedaneums to this ptiſan may be prepared by 
pouring water on a bitter ſubſtance, and then 


making it a little ſour. But when the patients 


loſs of ſtrength is extremely great, wine is the 
only acid that ſnould be made uſe of. 


Clyſters of a laxative, emollient, fat, oily na- 
ture, are pernicious. A great many clyſters 
ſhould never be given, and thoſe not large, at 
moſt not containing above ſeven or eight ounces: - 
the only proper ones are ſuch as conſiſt of no- 
thing but infuſions of bitter herbs and flowers, 
as chamomile flowers, melilot, and burner. 


Some phyſicians, who firſt remarked that the 
watery puſtles appearing on the ſkin were of ſer- 
vice, and yet did not know, that inſtances of cuta- 
neous diſorders, that went and came according to 
the increaſe or decreaſe of the diarrhoea, are to 
be found in the writings of Hippocrates, and 
that Themiſon has long ſince adviſed the uſe of 
cupping- 
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cupping-glaſſes, ordered their patients to be 
cupped with the beſt ſucceſs. Others ordered 
their patients arms, thighs, and legs to be burnt 


with red-hot irons, as directed by Hippocrates, 


and very much practiſed in the ſixteenth and 
ſeventeenth centuries ; which, in a very bad epi- 
demy, accompanied with black ſpots all over 
the body, that happened in England in the year 
1513, was the only means of recovery. In our 
times we know the art of doing as much or 
more ſervice with infinitely leſs pain. Galen 
adviſes in the dyſentery every thing in general, 
that draws the morbific matter to the ſkin, and 
many have followed this doctrine. Reſtaurand 
publiſhed 90 years ago divers obſervations on 
obſtinate diarrhœas and dyſenteries, that he had 
cured not only with red-hot irons, but alſo with 
bliſters ; and Theophilus Bonnet ſays, that theſe 
laſt are the moſt effectual of all remedies to pro- 
cure an afflux of the humours towards the ſkin. 


However, for as much as I know, theſe 
hints have not been purſued ; for Dr. Pringle and 
Monro made uſe of bliſters merely for the pain. 
The honour of firſt having revived the ule of 
velicatories in malignant dyſenteries, belongs to 
two phyſicians illuſtrious for their inventions in 
the practice of phyſic, Dr. Hirzel of Zurich and 
Dr. Tiſſot, though neither of them knew any 


thing 
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thing of the other's diſcoveries. Dr. Hirzel be- 
gan with a woman, that in the malignant dy. 
ſentery had convulſions and fainting fits every 
quarter of an hour, and during the intervals lay 
in a perpetual delirium ; he delivered her from 
this dreadful diſorder chiefly by means of bliſters; | 
and thus effected a cure, which to me indeed 

appears conſiderable, but the luſtre of which | 
the doctor obſcures by making as dextrous and 
important cures almoſt every day. Dr. Tiſſot 
ſaw in many caſes his patients ſtools and anxiety 
diminiſh, and their ſtrength increaſe, as faſt as 
theſe plaiſters operated; he therefore never 
neglects this auxiliary in malignant dyſenteries, 
except a great deal of pure and diſſolved blood 
comes away with the ſtools. 


All theſe remedies are ſometimes not ſuffici- 
ent, when the patient's pulſe ſinks, his ſtrength 
is brought down, and he himſelf oppreſſed with 
anxiety ; the diſorder then requires all the ſame 
remedies that are neceſſary in malignant fevers. 
The bark claims a place here above all the reſt. 


It is well known, with what ſucceſs her im- 
perial majeſty's phyſician in ordinary, Dr. De 
Haen, made uſe of this ſimple in malignant 
| fevers; and what great merit he has, in having 
exactly determined the method requiſite to be 


followed in this caſe, Dr. Moaro imitated him 
in 
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ia the Engliſh army in Germany, and gave in 
malignant fevers in general, the bark in large 
doſes : he treated above 150 Engliſh ſoldiers in 
this manner, and though he did not obtain his 


end with all of them, yet he found this medicine 


better than any other. 


Dr. Medicus of Manheim, now reſiding in 
Paris, a firſt-rate medical genius of 29 years 
practice, has confirmed this doctrine to me by 
word of mouth (while this work was at the 
preſs) from his own numerous obſervations. I 
ſhall find another place for my own obſervati- 
ons; which tend to prove in like manner the 
excellency of the bark in malignant fevers, 
when the putrid matter is previouſly evacuated. 


Degner, as eſtimable as he is in many other re- 
ſpects, in the ſecend edition of his Treatiſe on 
the Dyſentery, judged in a very unphiloſophical 
and indeterminate manner, on the ute of the 
cortex in -the dyſentery in general ; as he only 
ſupports his opinion with ſaying, that certain 
ſurgeons had killed with it a good many ſoldiers, 
that lay ill of the dyſentery. It is indiſputable, 
that all ſurgeons do not underſtand the catechiſm 
of experience; but this I know, that great 
phyſicians have made uſe of the bark in the ma- 
lignant dyſentery with good ſucceſs. Dr. Monro, 

| as 
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as ſoon as petechiæ appeared, or. the fever was 
obſerved in ay wile to remit, gave every four 
or fix hours a drachm of an electuary, conſiſting 
of equal parts ot che uſual electuarĩium è cortice 
Peruviano, and diaſcordium; or half a drachm 
of powder of bark, or 20 grains of its extract 
in the ſpiritus mindereri, with four or five drops 
of the tinctura thebaica; and in the evening an 
opiate proportionate to the effect of the pre- 
ceding doſe, and to the number of the patient's 
ſtools. It muſt be confeſſed, that my friend 
Monro was not ſucceſsful with all his patients; 
however, he found this method better than any 
other he tried. Dr. Tiſſot gives in malignant 
dyſenteries the extract of bark diſſolved in 
orange flower-water, but never in very large 
doſes, and not above two drachms in 24 hours. 


The cortex 1s alſo principally of import- 
ance, when any external part of the body is 
ſeized with a gangrene. This does not ſeldom 
happen in malignant dyſenteries; and Dr. Bal- 
dinger, who has ſeen ſo many caſes in the Prul- 
fian army during the laſt war, and thoſe, con- 
trary to cuſtom, with ſo great accuracy, has often 
remarked in fevers and diarrhœas, that the gan- 
grene began at the tip of the noſe; that then 
the whole cartilaginous part of the noſe became 
of a dark-red colour like a cherry; whence it 

proceeded 
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proceeded to the eyes, attacked the cheeks, and 
for the moſt part killed the patient within five 
or fix hours. I remember to have read a re- 
markable caſe that happened in England, and 
is written in the Engliſh language, which de- 
ſerves to be repeated here. A briſk and toler- 
ably healthy widow of a middle age, that had 


lain a fortnight or three weeks very ill of the 


dyſentery, and had not been ſufficiently purged, 
was attacked with violent diſtractile pains, 
deeply ſituated in her legs and feet, and parti- 
cularly in one leg and foot, which her phyſician 
at the ſame time found cold and ſtiff. He gave 
her directly internally the compound decoction 
of ſnake-root, according to the Edinburgh Diſ- 
penſatory, and ſtrong aromatic fomentations for 


her leg and foot ; notwithſtanding which, the 


next day the firſt joint of all the toes belonging 
to that foot was mortified; the gangrene pro- 
ceeded too round about the margin of her foot 
under the little toe, and a broad ſpot of a 
browniſh-yellow hue appeared on the top of her 
foot towards her great toe: her dyſentery was 
ſtill very violent. The decoction of bark was 
given her immediately upon that, which ſhe 
took for a long time. This put a ſtop to the 
progreſs of the gangrene : a flight inflammation 
appeared round about the margin of the gan- 
grened part; the dark- yellow ſpot on the top 
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of her foot grew at firſt of a biight-red, ang 


aſſumed by degrees thi natural colour of the 
ſkin, Here and teneſmus decreaſed by 
degrees; her ſtools grew natural without the 
aſhftance of any other purgative or anti-dyſen- 
teric medicine than rbubarb, which was mixed 
with the decoction of bark; the mortified 
parts ſeparated every where from the bone, and 


the ſick perſon recovered. 


Camphor deſerves a place next the cortex, or 
in the ſame rank with it for railing the patient's 
forces in the malignant dyſentery, This is in 
like manner a ſtrong antiſeptic z and, accord- 
ing to Dr. Baldinger's frequent obſervations 
made in the Pruſſian army, increaſes the effi- 
cacy of the bark, and heightens its antiſeptic 
power. Camphor is very conveniently joined 
with the extract of the bark, and even with 
ipecacuanha; theſe three medicines may be given 
at the ſame time, and even mixed together in a 
mixture or bolus; or the two firſt be adminiſtered 
likewiſe after the ipecacuanha ; which laſt 1s 
particularly uſeful when the patient abounds 
with mucus ; but the uſe of it may be diſpenſed 
with, when no more mucus appears, and the 
abdomen remains ſoft : but the camphor muſt 
not be given in large doſes any more than the 


extract of bark, and not above the quantity of 
f ſixteen 
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ſixteen grains in twenty - four hours. Sometimes 
as an external application, with the ſame view 
and with good ſucceſs, we make uſe of a piece of 
flannel dipped in a bitter decoction boiled up 
with the theriaca, and applied warm to the ſto- 


mach and abdomen; or even of a plaiſter pre- 
pared with the theriaca alone. 


When in the malignant fever in general, 
even though the patient at the fame time took 
the cortex and wine, the pulſe ſank, and a de- 
lirium came on with other bad ſymptoms, Dr. 
Monro laid the bark aſide, and gave a cordial 
mixture with fifteen grains of muſk, ordering 
the wine to be boiled up with cinnamon. The 
next day his patients were better, their ſkin was 
moiſtened, their pulſe roſe, the feveriſh ſymp- 
toms went off by degrees with the uſe of the 
ſame medicines, and they got well: the con- 
fectio cardiaca, ſnake-root, with other medi- 
eines of that ſort, had the like effect. I relate 
this however only with a view to mark out with 
one ſingle ſtroke of my pen the perfectly pecu- 
lar nature of a malignant fever for the uſe of 


ſuch, as make a hotch-poteh of all fevers, and 


then attack it with the like hotch-potch of me- 
dicines. It is well known how advantageouſly 
Bontius has ſpoken of the extra& of ſaffron in 


malignant dyſenteries, and how famous this ex- 


tract 
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tract is at preſent, ſince Dr. Pringle's lateſt ob- 
ſervations, as much on account of its antiſeptic 
as of its cordial properties: but I tremble, 


when I think, what havock phyſicians, that 


underſtand nothing but receipts, will make 
among their patients with all theſe medicines, 
in diſorders which they do not know, and in 
caſes which they cannot diſtinguiſh. 


Aſtringent and conſtipating medicines are of 
uſe, in certain obvious circumſtances, as well 
in the malignant dyſentery, as in malignant 
fevers in general. Many perions afflicted with 
the malignant fever, have ſometimes a diarrhea 
withal, which ſeldom terminates favourably ; 
and ſome are even at that time ſeized with the 
dyſentery. A flight diarrhoea, that does not 


. very much weaken the patient, 1s indeed in ge- | 


neral ſerviceable, particularly if it appears at the 
height or towards the end of the diſorder. But 
one that is very conſiderable, or actually de- 
generates into a dyſentery, 1s extremely dange- 
rous; as every thing that retains the ſtools in- 
creaſes the fever; and as, on the other hand, 
the continuance of the purging brings the pa- 


tient very low, and indeed in a ſhort time to the 


grave. In this caie Dr. Monro was abſolutely 
obliged to give an opiate after each purge. Dr. 
Pringle made ſuch a point of gradually ſtopping 

| by 
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by theſe means the purging, which appears to- 
wards the end of a malignant fever, that he added 
a few drops of laudanum, or a ſmall quantity of 
theriaca to his alexiterial julep, or elſe exhibited a 
ſpoonful or two of a reſtringent mixture. For 
though this looſeneſs might be looked upon as 
ſerviceable, it was ſtill to be put a ſtop to; if 
the patient was too weak to undergo ſuch an 

evacuation, Dr. Pringle has alſo very often 
obſerved, that when it was ſtopped in the above- 
mentioned manner, the fick perſon fell foon 
afterwards into a moderate {weat, that carried 
off the diſorder. In the worſt caſes of the ma- 
lignant fever, and eſpecially when it is accom- 
panied with the dyſentery, the ſtools are often 
bloody; in which dangerous fituation the Doctor 


1 orders theſe ſame medicines to be tried, if any 
8 thing can yet be done for the ſervice of the patient. 
e After frequent relapſes of the malignant fever the 
ut blood was fo diſſolved, that the patients bled vio- 
e- lently at the noſe, and blood even came away with 
e- WT their ſtools : if they had a diarrhoea with it, Dr. 
in- Monro joined diaſcordium with the bark, giving 
1d, a doſe of opium at night, and at the ſame time 
= nevertheleſs exhibited the tincture of rhubarb, 

1 | | 

75 Now it is really dangerous in this dyſentery 

. 


to proceed immediately without the preliminaries 
8 abo ve- 
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above-mentioned to reſtringents. To be ſure 
the ſtools have been ſometimes retained by theſe 
latter without the former having been premiſed; 
but they have alſo occaſioned the greateſt anxie- 
ties and a violent perturbation of the ſenſes, and 
have finally been the patient's death, or threw 
him into'a quartan ague, hectic fever, or oe- 
dematous complaints. But when the violence 
of the diſorder was allayed, when the head-ach, 
fever, teneſmus, convulſions, and the other 
ſymptoms remitted, 'and nothing remained but 
an obſtinate purging, in that caſe Dr. Vater 
gave in the epidemy in Saxony I have fo often 
made mention of in this treatiſe, the ipecacuanha 
as an emetic with the greateſt ſucceſs; for it 
often put a ſtop to the diarrhoea : if it did not, 
he gave with a very good effect aſtringent pow- 
ders compoſed of radix tormentillæ, nutmegs, 


, RET. OO TERS 


: and terra Japonica, i in a mixture of theriaca, di- 1 
aſcordium, and cold water, (which he found p 
ö much more ſerviceable than warm) and with this ; 
| cured his patients in a ſhort time. Sometimes K 
however one is forced to add reſtringents to the Wil *. 
corroborant remedies early in the diſorder. In n 

very ſevere caſes, when the patient's mouth and e 

ceſophagus were threatened with aphthæ, and n 

when they were actually covered with them, the = 


ingenious Dr. Whytt of Edinburgh preſcribed 
| © - wi 
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with ſucceſs the confectio Japonica according to 
the Edinburgh Diſpenſatory, with a ſtrong decoc- 


tion of the bark. And in general an extraordi- 


nary quantity of ſtools in this dyſentery require 
narcotics and reſtringents; on which account alſo 
baron Van Swieten preſcribes a grain of opium 
morning and evening. 


But we muſt here proceed with the greateſt 


caution. Malignant diſorders do not only ap- 
pear at firſt not fo dangerous as they really are, 
but all the remedies made uſe of with ſucceſs by 
very great phyſicians in theſe diforders in gene- 
ra), and eſpecially in the malignant dyſentery, 
are a deadly poiſon in ignorant hands, if its va- 
nous ſpecies are not diſtinguiſhed with the great- 
eſt penetration; or if the phyſician be ignorant 
that in the ſame ſpecies the fame remedies either 
kill or cure at different junctures. Millions of 
people might have been ſaved from an untimely 
grave; if in conſequence of a more accurate 


knowledge of the true cauſes of weakneſs in 


tevers, this great maxim had been underſtood, 
that the patient is moſt ſtrengthened when the 
cauſe of the diſtemper is diminiſhed ; and that 
the reſtoration of the forces is the firſt, chief, 


and only view in all diforders with blockheads 
alone, = 
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The catalogue of the medicines that haye 
been recommended to this time downwards jn 
malignant dyſenteries, is of an infinite extent, 
If we eraſe all thoſe which experience has ſhown 
to be detrimental, we ſhall ſee, that all the reſt 
agree in properties with thoſe I here adviſe. ] 
have only recommended the moſt efficacious, 
and I believe they may very well be ſubſtituted 
for the reſt, and do every thing that is expected 
from our art in malignant dyſenteries; for in 
this ſpecies nature does nothing; and the reader 
has ſufficiently ſeen, that ſuch as deſpiſed all 
phyſic and phyſicians, ſuffered and died in the 
moſt miſerable manner. But it is upon this very 
account, that our art often falls ſhort in this dread- 
ful diſtemper, as not bein- ſupported by nature, 
eſpecially when the phyſician does not attack 
the diſorder immediately at its firſt riſe, and be- 
fore it has irrevocably damaged the prime viz. 
Great phyſicians have fully experienced, that | 
there are degrees of malignity i in which all me- 
thods and medicines are of no avail, and in which 
there are unexpected metaſtaſes of the malignant 
matter from parts, on which they had not fo 
pernicious an effect, to the brain, where they 
induce ſudden death, at a time when the patient 
thinks himſelf almoſt recovered. They honeſtly 
own likewiſe, that they never durſt make any 


certain prognoſtic of the event in malignant 
epidemic 
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epidemic dyſenteries; as on the one hand patients, 
whom they looked upon in a very bad light, 
and perfectly deſpaired of, happily recovered ; 
and on the other hand, ſome died ſuddenly, that 
had but ſlight ſymptoms of the diſtemper, and 
whoſe recovery appeared to be certain. 


The indeterminate idea commonly annexed 
to malignant diſorders in general, and to the 


ſymptoms of malignity in particular, is as great 


an evil, as the juſt now remarked uncertainty in 
the thing itſelf. Throughout all Switzerland 


the common: rate phyſicians call every diſorder 


malignant, which they do not underſtand; and 
according to them, every diſtemper, of which 
their patients have died muſt be malignant be- 
yond all contradiction. Formerly all diſtempers 
attended with puſtules or ſpots on the ſkin, were 
looked upon as malignant without exception ; 
and on this account they always endeavoured to 
cure them by ſweating the patient with heating 
remedies, The ſmall-pox and all fevers attended 
with any notable degree of inflammation, which 
were only to be cured by cooling remedies, were 
nick-named malignant, attacked with the moit 
heating medicine and conſequently, as Syden- 
ham ſaid, this ſame word malignity did more 
hurt to the world than the invention of gun- 
powder. In order to expel this malignity, it 
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here in its right place the folggving maxim, that 
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was formerly the cuſtom at Vienna, (which haz 
now in theſe later times taken a more philoſo- 
phical turn, and that in my opinion chiefly by 
the means of ſome philofophichal phyſicians that 
practiſe there) to call the fratres miſericordiæ 
at the firft ſight of the exanthemata, who, by 
the means of blankets, wrappers, &c. faſtened 
the patients down to their beds ſo effeCtually, 
and covered them up ſo cloſe, that they could 
neither ſtir nor breathe; fo they had the exan- 
themata very happily out upon them, and died, 
But I alſo often find here and there in modern 
writers ſuch confuſed indeterminate ideas of ma- 
lignity, and thoſe ſo very hypothetical withal; that 
I ſhould be aſtoniſhed at the want of a philoſo- | 
phic turn of thought in this our moſt philoſo- 
phic age, on this and other occaſions, if I did 
not fee with my own eyes how many phyſicians 
of the higheſt reputation know as yet nothing 
of the improvements made in our days. 


In fine, the abuſe of many medicines, which 
in {ome caſes are of real ſervice, and in a thou- 
land otieis extremely deſtructive, ſerves to prove 


2 partial notion of phyſic is juſt as dangerous 
as one that is entirely falſe. I have, from an 
experience of their virtues, recommended cor- 


roborant and ſtrengthening remedies in the cur? 
| of 
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of malignant fevers in general, and of the ma- 
lignant dyſentery in particular. But I am afraid 
of their being abuſed, a fate that has often been 
known to attend them; as the general rules for 
the cure of malignant fevers are extremely li- 
mited; as a perturbation of the ſenſes may pro- 
ceed from two quite oppoſite defects, the one 
from large and repeated venæſections, the other 
from heating and cordial medicines having been 
given too ſoon; and likewiſe, as the imprudent 
and on that account very common uſe of wine, 


as ſurely hurts and kills the patient in a malig- 


nant dyſentery, as in an inflammatory fever. 
Phyſicians, that want for genius and experience, 
can never perceive the preciſe juncture of time, 
in which a rapid and very dangerous diſorder 
requires the uſe of wine, in which there is that 
peculiar ſpecies of weakneſs, that only yields 
to the uſe of warm and cordial medicines. 
Nothing is eaſier in this caſe than to commit 
an error, and the certain conſequence of the 
leaſt error of this kind is death. 


I now turn to the cure of that period or ſpe. 
cies of the dyſentery, which is called the chro- 
nic, and in which as many blunders are com- 
mitted as in any other ſtate of this diſorder. 
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It is infinitely difficult to cure people of the 

dy ſentery, that have been ruined by a falſe me- 
thod of cure with carminatives, cordials, aſtrin. 
gents, and narcotics, and thence are afflicted 
with flight inflammations in the bowels, or a 
kind of paralyſis in them, have indeed little 
pain, but yet are daily and frequently harraſſed 
with painful ſtools, and whoſe forces are vaſtly 
exhauſted. If the phyſician is called too late, 
or the patient neglected, or badly treated; if 
he has, from a too great loſs of his fluids, a 
ſlow weak pulſe, vaſt general debility, a rough 
dry cruſt on the tongue and the inſide of the 
mouth, excrements, in which the villous coat 
of the inteſtines may be diſtinguiſhed, and a 
great relaxation of the bowels, he is then with- 
out doubt in much danger of his life; and in 
that caſe likewiſe, in the opinion of many great 
phyſicians, there is nothing more to be done, 
than what is uſed to be eſſayed in a ſuppuration 
of the inteſtines : as in this high and dangerous 
degree of the dyſentery vomits and purges are 
very ſeldom of any uſe; and as too at that time 
opiates have hardly any effect either in relieving 
the pain, or putting a ſtop to the flux. The 
reſt of the cure ſhould be left to the ſick man's 
natural forces, of which he is perhaps not yet 
entirely deſtitute ; with which however the quite 
exhauſted, 
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exhauſted, but patient ſufferer is ſometimes ſtill 
ſupported for many weeks, and even months, 
on the brink of the grave, and by degrees 
brought to a perfect recovery. Dr. Monro 
ſays, that he was never more ſucceſsful with 
any diſorder in the Engliſh army in Germany 
than freſh contracted dyſenteries ; but when they 
had continued ſome weeks, and were in a man- 
ner become chronical, all his endeavours were 
then frequently fruſtrated, and a great number 
of his patients died. Dr. Cleghorn too at Mi- 
norca found all dyſenteries, that were not cured 
ſpeedily and in the beginning, at leaſt obſtinate, 
and in ſpite of a great number of highly extolled 
ſpecifics, too often fatal. The Engliſh phyſi- 
cians and ſurgeons, that were laſt war in the 
American ſervice aſſured Dr, Monro, that they 
had full as bad ſucceſs with dyſenteries of long 
ſtanding in America, as he in Germany. How- 
ever it muſt not ſurely be concluded from all 
this, that every chronic dyſentery is a loſt caſe, 
and on that account ſhould be given over, and 
the cure not attempted ; for many have with 
great care, and by the ſtrength of their conſti- 
tutions, got over even this diſorder by degrees, 
and enjoyed their health again; eſpecially thoſe 
that held out the winter, and remained alive at 
the appearance of the warm weather. 


The 


The indieation towards the cure of the chro- 
nic dyſentery is in general, to evacuate the pu- 
trid humours, and at the ſame time ſtrengthen 
q the bowels.. In ſuppurations of the' inteſtines 

eſpecially, we ſhould endeavour to cleanſe, and 
withal heal up the ulcers. But all this is not ſo 
eaſy to be done: for a great many attempts have 
been made to cure this dyſentery, many have 
failed, and ſome were not uſeleſs. I ſhall paſs 
over ſuch as have miſcarried, and ſhall recom- 
mend thoſe that ſeem to promiſe ſomething more; 
after that I ſhall give the moſt univerſal and 
beſt method of curing this ſpecies, and laſtly 
add a few more cautions on this head, 


In difficult caſes of the chronic dyſentery 
 Baglivi adviſes to pour turpentine on live coals, 
and to take in the vapour of it at the poſteriors, 
and hence he promiſes a certain cure; to which 
however I do not give a great deal of credit. 
Huxham, with many others, at firſt makes ule 
of warm water, as it cleanſes the inteſtines very 
| well, and likewiſe paſſes very eaſily into the 
blood; but when once the acrid humours are 
evacuated, he then very rightly adviſes cold 
water, and aſſures us, chat with this alone and 

| opium he has ſometimes, after the proper eva- 
| cuations had been premiſed, compleated the 
cure. This method ſhould by all means be 
; tried 
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tried in the chronic dyſentery; and while this 
work is at the preſs a very remarkable inſtance 
has happened to prove the ſalutary effects of 
cold water in obſtinate dyſenteries. Dr. Smith 
of Bellikon, phyſician in ordinary to the princely 
foundation at Einſidlen, one of the moſt learned 
and judicious phyſicians in Switzerland, writes 
me word, that during the epidemy in 1766, he 
had treated with the greateſt care a woman of 
63 years, that lay ill of the dyſentery, with va- 
rious medicines during the ſpace of ten or twelve 
days; but when at length he ſaw the diſorder 
was not in the leaſt diminiſned, he ordered her 
to drink a glaſs of quite cold water every four 
hours, and allowed her no other nouriſhment 
than lukewarm milk. She did this three or 
four days with ſuch ſucceſs, that her ſtools grew 
much leſs frequent, and there was no more 
blood to be ſeen in them ; her pain and bearing 
down diminiſhed, and at length the patient was 
compleatly cured by this method, which, by its 
noble ſimplicity, does honour not only to the 


phyſician, but likewiſe to the art 0 phyſic 
itſelf. 


The ſimaruba has been moſt made trial of. 
Juſſieu and others make a great noiſe with this 
bark; perſons that have been plagued with 
diarrhœas, and chronic dyſenteries for many 

months 
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months and even years together, Juſſieu has for 
the moſt part ſet up again more ſpeedily and 
certainly with this, than with any other medi- 
eine; and that without occaſioning any indil- 
poſition, without the leaſt hindrance of any of 
the natural functions, and without the leaſt bad 
conſequence enſuing ; he even cured diarrhœas 
with this bark without the leaſt prejudice in the 
midſt of the hemorrhoidal flux, or the men- 
ſtrual evacuation ; and he actually gives it out 
univerſally, that this bark is a certain cure for 
inveterate, watery, mucous diarrhœas, pro- 
ceeding from a continual convullive motion of 
the inteſtines, without prejudice to the ſtomach, 
and without the leaſt irritation in the bowels. 
Du Buiſſon has long made uſe of it in all im- 
moderate alvine fluxes, in old looſeneſſes with 
indigeſtions, and in general in all diarrhœas of 
long ſtanding with a good effect. Dr. Winter, 
formerly phyſician to the prince of Orange at 
the Hague, and profeſſor in Leyden, cured 
three perſons with the ſimaruba within a few 
days of an extremely obſtinate, though mild 
dyſentery, in which ipecacuanha and rhubarb, 
paregoric, ,aſtringent, and other remedies had 
not been able to do any thing in many months. 


But all this requires ſome limitations. The 


fimaruba does not always effe& what is expected 
| from 
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from it; for during the impreſſion of this work, 
my advice has been ſent for from Germany in a 
tedious dyſentery-like diarrhcea, attended with 
manifold bad ſymptoms, with which a gentle- 
man was ſeized, who had from his youth up- 
wards been extremely hypochondriacal aad 
weak, and previouſly to this had had a continual 
diarrhoea in 1763 and 1764, and in the year 
1765 a violent dyſentery, after which attack 
the ſimoruba ſeemed rather to increaſe than di- 
miniſh the malady. In my judgment this me- 
dicine does beſt in caſes, where the patient re- 
quires merely to be ſtrengthened, and not 
when a detergent is wanted, for in that point 1t 
is excelled by the tincture of rhubarb, In every 
diarrhoea and dyſentery, where the bowels har- 
bour a corrupt putrid matter, the ſimaruba is 
either uſeleſs or pernicious ; but when this is 
cleared away, it braces the relaxed bowels, and 
all their veſſels. It is extremely hurtful in dy- 
ſenteries, that are attended with ulcers in the 
bowels. It has likewiſe been obſerved, that 
the ſimaruba operates much better and is more 
effectual in ſuch chronic dyſenteries, as are at 
the ſame time bloody; but when after the blood 
ceaſes to appear, the ſtools remain liquid and 
mucous ; if the caſcarilla be then added to the 
decoction of ſimaruba, the ſtools are then much 
more opportunely diminiſhed, and by their 
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united force the cure is alſo compleated much 
more ſpeedily and certainly. 


All things taken together, ſelect, genuine, and 
undamaged ſimaruba is no bad remedy with the 
above-mentioned proviſo in dyſenteries of long 
ſtanding. The beſt method to give this bark 
to the ſick is this ; take two drachms of it, and 
let them digeſt two hours in a pint of water in 
a warm place; then boil the whole for half an 
hour, pour it through a ſieve, and give one 
half of it in the morning and the other in the 
evening; continue every day in this manner, 
and in caſe it ſhould be requiſite, for the ſpace 
of three or four weeks; if it be obſerved, that 
with the uſe of this decoction the urine paſſes 
more plentifully, and grows of a paler colour, 
it may be looked on as a ſign, that the remedy 
takes effect, and that the looſeneſs will ſoon 
ceaſe. Others mix two drachms of this bark 
eut very ſmall with two pints of water, boil it 
to one third, and order it to be taken warm 
at four times in the ſpace of a day; or elſe they 
exhibit half a drachm of the powder with two 
oui ces of water or ſyrup of maidenhair, and 
repeat the doſe till the cure be compleated. 


When Degner had patients, to whom every 
thing, and even the ſimaruba itſelf had been 
| given 
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given in vain, or without the wiſhed for effect, 
and whoſe bowels were grown exceſſively weak 
and relaxed, he then made uſe of corroborating 
remedies, and even of ſuch as were abſolutely 
of a reſtringent nature, as caſcarilla and terra 
Japonica with great benefit. The caſcarilla is a 
good ſtrengthener, though in other reſpects 
Stahl's followers in Germany have made too 
much of it. The terra Japonica requires more 
caution, being of an aſtringent nature; but it 
i not at all to be rejected in caſes, where there 
is need of aſtringents. Extract of Campeachy 
wood diſſolved in mint-water, and lime- water 


diluted with milk, were very effectual too in 
this reſpect. 


In dyſenteries attended with exulcerations, 
trials have likewiſe been made, which I cannot 
paſs by in ſilence. In that degree of the dy ſen- 
tery, in which the body was exceſſively weakened 
and exhauſted of all its ſtrength, in which the 
pieces that came away from the tunica villoſa of 
the inteſtines, betrayed a very conſiderable re- 
laxation of the bowels, in which, inſtead of 
blood, a thin purulent matter was ſeen in the 
ſtools, Degner found no purge of any fervice 
beſides manna and the extract of rhubarb. 
With theſe he gave daily vulnerary herbs in- 
uſed i in water; allo in the interim extract of 
bark 
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bark and caſcarilla; and in this manner, in the 
| ſpace of ſix weeks or two months, he conceived 
hopes of ſome of his patients, that they might 
ſtill get perfectly well. Gum arabic was of good 
effect in the chronic ſuppurative dyſentery, and is 
therefore with much reaſon greatly prized in 
ſuch caſes, and given with the uſual decoction, 
or in barley-water : Dr. Baldinger, from whoſe 
treatiſe, known to me but too late, I have learned 
ſo much with the greateſt gratitude, found this 
gum very good, when the bowels were eroded, 
Gum tragacanth was in like manner ſalutary 
in theſe caſes. Maſtich was a good and ſure 
remedy, partly as a corroborant, and partly as 
a balſamic; Dr. Baldinger has alſo obſerved, 
that the balſam of maſtich (as it is called) ac- 
cording to the preſcription of his Pruſſian ma- 
jeſty's phyſician in ordinary Cothenius, is a very 
efficacious remedy if it be made uſe of as an 
aſtringent, with prudence. In abſceſſes of the 
ſtomach, that were formed in conſequence of 
the dyſentery, and were burſt, Mead got his 
patients well with the balſamum locatelli. 


The method of cure found from mature ex- 
perience, to be moſt univerſal and beſt in chro- 
nic dyſenteries, remains ſtill to be taken into 
conſideration. Among the remedies that come 


under this predicament, purgatives are very ne- 
ceſſary 
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ceſſary even during the uſe of quite different 
remedies, or elſe given at intervals from time to 
time. Not only the putrid humours, but like- 
wiſe the hard excrements, that often remain in 
the cavity of the inteſtines, muſt be evacuated ; 
if this be neglected to be done, the patients are 


and a violent looſeneſs. If they ſhould at any 
time have a pain in the bowels, and little mor- 
ſels of hard excrement come away from them, 
this is moſt commonly a certain ſign, that eva- 
cuations are neceſſary ; and for the moſt part 
they give relief to the patient. Sickneſs at ſto- 
mach, with the other circumſtances, that uſually 
attend it, requires an emetic to be given, before 
the patient be purged ; in caſes where the pa- 
| tient is very weak, or in violent pains and te- 


remarked, that in complaints of long ſtand- 
ing, and already arrived to a high pitch, the 
patient has appeared to get better ; but on eva- 
cuation of the above-mentioned globular hard 
excrements, has had a relapſe ; as theſe ſcybala 
came away for many days together, and cauſed 
. thereby a perpetual irritation : they ſhould there- 
. fore be expelled in proper time either by a good 
0 doſe of rhubarb and manna, or elſe with tama- 
” finds, or the frequent exhibition of oily clyſters. 
a | | 'T f Some 


often ſeized with a ſickneſs at ſtomach, tormina, 


neſmus, clyſters are made uſe of. It has been 
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Some gentle purge ſhould always be given al. 


is no ulcer, nor any thing worſe in the bowels; 
and teneſmus is entirely put a ſtop to. . I do 


Glauber's purgans catholicum, ſo much eſteemed 


ſeldom ſeen together. Every morning and even- 
ing he gave two grains of opium made into pill 
with three grains of powder of ipecacuania, 


ternately with the other medicines, when there 
and this ſhould be continued, till the belly-ach 


not know from my own experience, what power 


by Dr. Werlhoff, in the doſe of half a grain or 
a grain, in diarrhoeas of long ſtanding, may 
have in this reſpect; but this I know, that the 
tincture of rhubarb made with water is with 
this view a very excellent medicine. I have 
often ſeen, that it braces the patient more, and 
even cures the purging more certainly in this 
ſtate of the diſorder, than aſtringents. 


Brockleſby made uſe of a method in the chro- 
nic dyſentery, which deſerves notice, as it con- 
fiſts in the junction of two medicines, which are 


and found this remedy uncommonly ſerviceable 
to many people. The ipecacuanha given in 
this manner became a mere gentle purge P 
while on the other hand the opium alleviated 
the irritation occaſioned by the ipecacuanha and 


morbific matter. The Doctor found no remecy 
mol 
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e. 


THE DYSENTERY. 275 
more extenſively uſeful in the chronic dyſente- 


the purging and bloody ſtools were ſtill conſi- 
derable, but the fever was quite gone; and he 
affrms, that no one can conceive without mak- 
ing trial of it himſelf, how much the mitigating 
power of the opium corrects the irritation of the 
ipecacuanha, and on the other hand is itſelf cor- 
reed by it. I know from my own experience 
that thus far is true; but this medicine has 
often proved unſerviceable. 


In general the following method ſeems the 
moſt likely to cure dyſenteries of this ſort, when 
they are not arrived to too high a pitch. 


The patients muſt be content with a thin low 
diet, conſiſting chiefly of milk, rice, ſago, 
and ſalep. They may be indulged in weak 
meat-broths, and chicken or veal, when they 
find themſelves actually in a ftate of recovery. 
Their uſual drink muſt be barley- water, thin 
rice-gruel, toaſt and water, or almond-emul- 
ton, They muſt go warm cloathed, and be 
particularly careful not to give occaſion to the 
repulſion of the perſpirable matter; for errors 
in diet of every ſpecies and catching cold are the 
moſt uſual cauſes of relapſes. - 


© Gentle 


ties, that came under his obſervations, when 
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to others aſtringent and anodyne clyſters ; other; 


medicines of this ſort at all. 


viceable only in flight caſes, which had been 
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Gentle purges ſhould be given from time to 
time either of manna or ſalts, or elſe of mann; 
diſſolved in almond- emulſion; or rather tincture 
of rhubarb ; and ſometimes a gentle emetic, 


Among the ſtrengthening and gently aſtrin. 
gent remedies the bark combined with aſtrin. 
gents and opium is of ſervice to ſome perſons; 


do better with other things; and many find 
themſelves better, when they do not take any 


The patient ſhould occaſionally take opiates, 
go into the freſh air, and ride with moderation 
by way of ſtrengthening the bowels. 


Dr. Monro, the inventor of this method, has 
ſeen caſes in this dyſentery (at the commence- 
ment of which the patient had gone through a 
due courſe of evacuation) cured with nothing 
elſe than broths, white meats, riding out every 
day, and a glaſs of good wine. But he remarks 
very earneſtly withal, that this method was ſer- 


previouſly palliated by the means of evacuations, 


Dr. Brockleſby indeed 1s more favourable to 


wine in chronic nan than my friend 
| Monro, 
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Monro. In all thoſe dyſenteries of long con- 
tinuance, where the patient is quite worn out 
and waſted away, which followed thoſe bilious 
fevers that were in particular very frequent in 
the year 1758 after the return of the Engliſh 


from the coaſt of France, Dr. Brockleſby found 


port wine mixed with water very neceſſary; and 
often allowed his patients a pint and a half of it 
mixed with a ſufficient quantity of water every 
14 hours during the ſpace of three weeks or a 
month. This with a pleaſant decoction of cin- 
namon, orange-peel, and other aromatics 
boiled in ſpring- water, and given in a proper 
doſe, was an excellent remedy, but was only 
preſcribed to ſuch as had no fever in the leaſt, 
The ſoldiers took ſometimes the ſpecies aroma- 


\ 


tice in the doſe of ten or fifteen grains every eight 


hours in this grateful decoction, with a view to 
warm their cold and relaxed bowels, to put their 
blood in motion again, and reſtore to the ſolids 
their wonted force. But when the purging conti- 
nued, and the teneſmus was joined with it, (a cir- 
cumſtance, which at this time was not at all unuſu- 
a) the Doctor found it indiſpenſibly neceſſary to 
preſcribe again the gentle purges of ſalts, manna, 
and ſweet oil; and to repeat them in propor- 
tion to the patient's forces, till ſuch time as the 


teneſmus was over; which moſtly happened in 


a ſhort time after. Yet having opened two 
p perſons, 


both of them the rectum inflamed in the higheſt 


how cautiouſly we ſhould proceed with wine 


mixed with a certain quantity of caſcarilla, the 
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perſons, that died in this juncture, he found in 


degree ſome inches above the anus, though their 
fever had ceaſed a long time ago. A new proof, 


even in theſe old and tedious caſes of the dy- 
ſentery. 


But unſkilful imitators ſhould not only be 
cautioned on the ſubject of wine, but alſo con- 
cerning the abuſe of aſtringents, and that even 
with reſpect to the chronic dy ſenteries here 
treated of. 


One cannot be too cautious with reſtringents, 
Some years ago profeſſor Schobinger had a young 
lady of quality at St. Gallen for his patient, in 
a ſlight but tedious dyſentery ; ; after copious 
evacuations this worthy phyſician, ſo little known 
in his own city, at length gave her corrobo- 
rants and gentle aſtringents; the Peruvian bark 


ſpecies hyacinthi, and the bolus armena, all in 
very moderate doſes, and at a time, when the 
purging and pains were almoſt quite gone; 
notwithſtanding which there enſued on the uſe 
of theſe medicines à flying gout, that laſted 
three weeks. Brockleſby confeſſes, it has but 


too often r to . notwithſtanding the 
caution 
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caution with which he made uſe of aſtringent 
remedies, that inſtead of ſhortening the diſorder 
he only prolonged it, brought the fever on 
again, and was obliged to begin afreſh with 
yomits and purges. The miſcarriage of Dr. 
Monro's various endeavours to cure the chronic 
dyſentery appears too moſtly to proceed from 
the uſe of aſtringent or conſtipating medicines, 
Even in that uncommonly mild chronic dyſen- 
tery at Java, deſcribed by Dr. Laurich, which 
in gentleneſs much exceeds moſt of our Euro- 
pean dyſenteries, reſtringents are extremely 
noxious. The phyſicians of the country, as 
well as the European phyficians fettled there, 
have recourſe to them in this dyſentery. The 
Indian phyſicians make uſe of the fruits called 
billingbing, macandou, nimbo, carambolas, 
and jangomas; with theſe and other medicines 
of the ſame kind they put a ſtop to the looſeneſs, 
without having preſcribed purgatives before- 
hand, and that to the great prejudice of the 
lick. Even the European practitioners there, 
who are moſtly ſurgeons in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eaſt-India company, fall into the like 
errors; and a manual printed in the Dutch 
tongue at Middieburg for their inſtruction, 
teaches them theſe very errors. Their molt 
eficacious remedies are the bolus armena, terra 
Japonica, a kind of terra fgiliata from Spain, 
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dragons. blood, burnt harts- horn, corallium 
rubrum, the peels of unripe pomegranates, ſolid 
opium, and the inſpiſſated juice of ſloes: from 
all and each of which remedies Dr. Laurich ſaw 
an eroſion of the bowels, a conſequent ſuppu- 
rative fever, the moſt terrible fiſtulæ in ano, 
and very often death itſelf take riſe in this other- 
wiſe ſlight though tedious dyſentery. It is con- 
ſequently a very neceſſary and univerſal caution 
even in the chronic dyſentery, never to give 
aſtringents without being firſt perfectly con- 
vinced, that the peccant matter is evacuated, 
and that the ſole cauſe of the complaint is a2 
laxity of the fibres. 


I ſhall now conclude this long bout: by 
farther taking into conſideration ſome new re- 
medies, and laſtly the various ſpecifics recom- 
mended | in the dyſentery. | 


The vitrum ceratum antimonii was firſt made 
known as a powerful remedy i in divers diſtem- 
pers, and chiefly in the dyſentery, in conſe- 
quence of the experiments of Dr. Young, 
Francis Pringle, Simpſon, Paiſley, Stephen, and 
Gordon, which were inſerted by Dr. Pringle in 
the Edinburgh Eſſays. Dr. Young takes an 
ounce of the glaſs of antimony in powder and a 
drachm of white wax; the wax being previouſly 
melted 
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melted in an iron ladle, the powder is caſt into 
it; the whole maſs ſet over a gentle fire without 
flame for half an hour, ſtirred about with a 
ſpatula continually, then taken off, poured on a 
ſheet of white paper, and reduced to powder. 
Of this powder Dr. Young gave in the dyſen- 
tery ten or twelve grains to adults ; but uſually 
for greater certainty began with ſix grains; to 
children of ten years of age he gave from three 
to four grains; and to thoſe of three or four 
years of age from two to three. In general the 
powder given in this manner occaſioned a ſick- 
neſs at ſtomach and vomiting: moſt people 
were purged by it; though ſometimes the cure 
was compleated without any ſickneſs or evacua- 
tion. When it had operated too violently, the 
Doctor omitted the uſe of it for a day: ſome 
were cured with one ſingle doſe, others required 
five or fix; eſpecially when the firſt doſes were 
too weak. He gave this medicine faſting, and 
forbid all drink for three hours after it ; but al- 
lowed warm water as with other emetics, when 
the patient was ſick at ſtomach, or felt an in- 
clination ro vomit : the diet was the ſame, as 
is uſually preſcribed in the dyſentery. 


Dr. Francis Pringle's, Brown's, and Simp- 
ſon's experiments agreed with Dr. Young's, 
5 5 and 


4 
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and were extremely favourable to this remedy, 
Dr. Simpſon was aware, that on account of the 
variety in the ſpecies of the dyſentery, it could 
not be ſerviceable to every body; and yet he 
looked upon it to be in moſt caſes as great a 
ſpecific in the dyſentery, as the bark in inter- 
mittent fevers, and external mortifications, 
Dr. Paiſley at firſt made ufe of this remedy pre- 
pared in the fame manner with much ſucceſs ; 
but afterwards, in purſuance of another receipt, 
he only rubbed the ladle over with the white 
wax, and did not reduce the glaſs to powder, 
before he put it into the ladle ; after having 
held it the uſual time over the fire, the wax 
ſtuck faſt to the ladle, and when all was cold, 
he reduced the glaſs to a fine powder. He had 
ſeldom occaſion for more than three grains of 
this preparation, and never gave above five to 
ftrong perſons. In this way it operated. full as 
well; and, notwithſtanding the ſmallneſs of 
the doſe, in the ſame manner as the other; and 
Dr. Pafſley cured with it a great number of dy- 
fenteries. Four or five doles for the moſt part 
perfected the cure, if they were uſed in time, 
if the diſorder was of longer ſtanding, he was 
forced to give ten or fifteen doſes, and never 
faw any bad effect from it. Dr. Stephen, out 
of a hundred and ninety perſons that he treated 
With 
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with this remedy, loſt but one. Dr. Gordon 
cured ſome hundreds of people with this medi- 
cine in ſmall doſes, and ſince that it has never 
miſcarried with him; except in one or two caſes, 
in which he had proceeded rather too far with 
his patients; he commonly gave three grains 
of it, and never above five; a doſe or two was 
often ſufficient, and he ſeldom gave three; he 
ordered it to be taken in the morning, and it 
was often two hours, before it operated; ſome 
were purged by it, others both purged and vo- 
mited, and were ſick for ſix or eight hours to- 
gether after it: at night he always gave a good 
doſe of opium. 


Since that time this medicine has been tried 
in various manners over all Europe. La Met- 
trie, who is ſo great an enemy to aſtringents 
and opiates, is on the other hand very fond of 
emetics in the dyſentery; and eſpecially thoſe 
prepared with antimony but diſſolved in a great 
deal of water, which rather act upwards than 
downwards, and which he looked upon as 
milder than rhubarb, as they rid the body at 
once of a ſharp ſtimulating matter. Even when 
a gangrene was aprehended, in obſtinate dyſen- 
teries La Mettrie made uſe of the vitrum cera- 
tum antimonii in the quantity of a quarter of a 
grain, and vaſtly extols its virtues even in 
. taking 
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taking away the pain; eſpecially when the body has 
not been previouſly well purged either by nature 
or by art. Many experiments were made beſides in 
France and Germany z and very lately an inge- 
nious phyſician, Dr. Lentin, has found this re- 
medy of great ſervice in the dyſentery ; the 
Weſtphalian peaſants, a people as tough as 
teather, can however bear but ten grains of it; 
and even our egregious Conrad Rahn honours 


it with his approbation. I have related in the 


ſixth chapter the lateſt experiments made with 
it in the dyſentery of 1765. 


Now theſe experiments ſeem indeed to pro- 


miſe a great deal, but yet poſterior experience 


has very much limited the reputation of this 
medicine. Her Britannic majeſty's phyſician 
in ordinary, Dr. Pringle, whom we have to 
thank for the publication of theſe experiments 


in the Edinburgh Eſſays, found this medicine 


the moſt ſpecific of all emetics with the Engliſh 
army, not only in giving relief to the ſtomach, 
but to the bowels too, if exhibited in the be- 
ginning of the diſorder. But notwithſtanding 
his being convinced, that it was a medicine of 
great power, he could not help being ſolicitous 
on account of its conſtant boiſterous operation 
towards the end; and wiſhed that he was able 
to cure his patients with more gentle remedies, 

„though 
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though they ſhould chance to be ſlower in their 
operation. He therefore limited its uſe to ob- 
ſtinate caſes; and ſaw that it did good ſervice, 
where other things did none at all; if the bowels 
were but in a tolerable good condition, the pa- 
tient but little feveriſh, and not too weak. He 
makes withal the following good remark; that 
this remedy is attended with an inconvenience 
common to all preparations of antimony, namely 
the difficulty of aſſigning a proper doſe for it; 
as a middling doſe is at one time too ſmall, and 
at another time too large. Dr. Eller made uſe 
of this medicine with two ſtrong perſons ill of 
the dyſentery with the greateſt ſucceſs; on the 
other hand he found it very difficult with others 
of his patients to fix on a proper portion; as 
ſometimes the ſame doſe excited neither vomiting 
nor purging, and ſometimes produced both but 
too violently, Dr. Monro found in the Engliſh 
army during the laſt war, that this remedy 
operated much too powerfully ; and therefore it 
was almoſt entirely laid aſide. 


Mr. Geoffroy at Paris has indeed endeavoured 
to find a corrector for this medicine, which, 
as it was imagined, would be able perhaps to 
prevent the indeterminate mode of its operation. 
Without doubt the exact mixture of the wax 
with the vitrum antimonii, renders this other- 
wile 
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wiſe very terrible medicine a ſalutary one, and 


on this account Young's receipt is better than 


Paiſley's : on the other hand Geoffroy has ſhewn 
a ſtill better method of involving this glaſs by 
the means of an oil, with which the glaſs is to 
be levigated on a porphyry-ſtone. But with all 
this, though it muſt be owned to be an excel- 
lent medicine in the bilious, and ſometimes too 
in the chronic dyſentery; it is, partly for the 
reaſons above-mentioned, and chiefly on account 
of the caution with which it ought to be uſed in 
inflammatory or even malignant dyſenteries, at 
all times a dangerous remedy in ignorant hands, 
and not always adviſeable in the moſt judicious; 


The orchis, that comes to us from Perſia 
under the name of ſalep, is alſo reckoned among 
the new remedies for the dyſentery. Du Buiſſon, 


who got this root directly from Mocha, did 


not look upon it in reality as a root, but as a 
kind of fig dried in the ſun : my great maſter 
baron Haller, takes it for what it really is, and 
calls it the Perſian orchis. It has the property 
in common with our, and even the Swediſh 
orchis, of being very clammy and full of a thick 
mucilage ; the powder of it mixed with a good 
deal of water, and ſet over a very gentle fire, 
turns to a jelly, and is looked upon to be full 


as mucilaginous as tragacanth, It is on that 


ACCOUNT 
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account without doubt of uſe in the dyſentery, 
whenever a medicine of this kind is neceſſary; 
but it poſſeſſes too at the ſame time a gentle 
aſtringent nature, and therefore muſt be exhi- 
bited with great caution, I know very well, 
that after being uſed for ſome time it binds the 
body, and by cauſing the pains to return makes 
evacuants neceſſary. 


Sago, a ſeed that comes to us from Japan, 
| Ternate, and Amboyna, and which in the ſame 
manner turns to a jelly, is eſteemed for the like 
quality. It does not only aſſwage the pain, but 
is likewiſe nouriſhing; and mixed with ſugar 
and lemon-juice, a very palatable remedy. But 
there is nothing extraordinary excellent in it; 
and it is as little ſpecific as the Perſian orchis. 


The gitta gambir, which muſt not be con- 
founded with the gutta gamba, 1s in like man- 
ner a new remedy much eſteemed in the dyſen- 
tery. It conſiſts of little lozenges prepared in 
the iſland of Java, and which are ſuſpected to 
be chiefly compoſed of terra Japonica, or the 
juice of the catechu-tree, or at leaſt of ſome 
parts of that vegetable. The greateſt partiſans 
of this remedy allow, that it does not cure the 
dyſentery without other auxiliaries: it is beſides 
very dear, and mult be taken in greater quan- 

tities 
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tities than the terra Japonica, with which it 


chiefly agrees in properties, and on that account 


ought to be rejected in moſt caſes. 


The bark of the tree mangoſtan, which has 
been tranſplanted from the Molucca iſlands to 
Java, and at Batavia is looked upon as the 
greateſt ornament of their gardens, is likewiſe 
reckoned among the new remedies for the dy- 
ſentery. It has ſome reſemblance to pomegra- 
nate-peels, bur is for that very reaſon to be re- 
jected in molt caſes. - 


The codaga pala, or the coneſti bark, is 
conſidered in Ceylon and Malabar as a 
powerful remedy in the dyſentery, and 1s very 
much eſteemed in England, at leaſt in diarrhceas. 
This medicine is bitter, and as ſuch, may have 
its uſe in ſome dyſenteries, when the prime viz 
are previouſly cleanſed ; but it has not been found 
more effectual than other bitter aromatics. It 
has ſometimes even ſhewn a torpefying power, 
and once in the preſence of Dr. Brockleſby, 
given in the quantity of two drachms, it cauſed 
the ſpaſmus cynicus. 


The aromatic bark of the guyava-tree 1s 
thought to be very ſerviceable, eſpecially in 


bloody dylenteries : :I was alſo told at Paris 
about 
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about fifteen years ago, that they had begun 
to make uſe of an American root, called Poe- 
gereba, with the ſame view. But who does 
not know, that many dyſenteries totally differing 
in ſpecie from each other, are attended with 
blood ? 


But I here break off with pleaſure; and ra- 
ther deſire my readers to ponder the remark ſo 
often made, that a nauſeous heap of noſtrums 
rather ſerves to render the phyſician doubtful and 
undetermined, than to anſwer the end propoſed ; 
and that a phy fician, who underſtands his buſineſs, 
will obtain his purpole infinitely better in all 
reſpects with a few well-choſen remedies, than 
an ordinary practitioner with all the rifi-raff of 
the apothecaries fhops. 


I come at laſt to the ſpecifics, as they are 
called, the only thing in the whole art of me- 
dicine, on which the party that is ſet up againſt 
Dr. Tiſſot, and which ſo manifeſtly endeavours 
to eſtabliſh empiriciſm, ar preſent chiefly founds 
its reputation; and which therefore in obſtinate 
diſorders looks for one ſpecific after another 
with no other purpoſe, than with hopes at laſt 
to find the very medicine, that God has created 
ſolely for the uſe of the very patient, they chance 
at that time to attend. 


U I 
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I know from my own experience the truth of 
what Dr. Tiſſot ſays, that there is no diſorder 
in which there are more pretended infallible ſpeci- 
fics recommended, than in the dyſentery; that 
there is no one that does not trumpet forth the 
praiſes of his own noſtrum, prefer it before any 
other, and promiſe with the moſt perfect aſſurance 
to cure a tedious diſorder of long ſtanding, of 
which he has not the leaſt idea, in a few hours, 
with a remedy, the effects of which are entirely 
unknown to him: while the poor patient. fl 
of ſuffering and anxiety, and teized io death, 
takes every thing from every body, and thus. 
out of fear, wearineſs, or complaiſance, poiſons 
himſelf. But I know likewiſe from my own 
experience, how dangerous It 1s to attack openly 
the profeſſors of an art, in order to ſhew them 
the prejudices that have infinuated themſelves 
into it: for this is ſurely to attack the ſelf-love of 
ſuch, as entertain theſe prejudices; and thus by 
forcing them to defend themſelves, we create 
ourſelves as many enemies, as there are perſons, 
for whoſe information we wrote; and ſtir up as 
many antagoniſts, that join in open cry againſt 
us, as there are people, that moſt ſtand in need 
of our inſtructions. The danger of ſuch a pro- 
cedure is emphatically ſet forth by a Genocſe, 
as famous for the acuteneſs of his imagination 


as the uprightneſs of his conduct, in a "treatiſe 
lately 
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lately publiſhed, and very much wanted, on 
« the neceſſity and method of curing the art of 

« phyſic of the very dangerous diſorder of fraud.” 


I am indeed as far as any other phyſician of 
probity from leſſening the reputation of a medi- 
cine's virtues, if its effects do but conditionally 
anſwer to the character given of it. But I hope 
I may be allowed to doubt with diſcretion, as 
long as I am not convinced; to chuſe out 
of many remedies thoſe few, that conduct me 
in a ſure manner to my propoſed end; and to 
be angry at the blindneſs of ſuch, as in deſpe- 
rate caſes cry up the ſorrieſt traſh for infallible 
remedies, becauſe they confeſſedly would not 
be able to do any hurt in very flight caſes; or 
that recommend a thing, which is indiſputably 
ſerviceable in one ſpecies af a diſtemper, like- 
wiſe in another ſpecies of the ſame diſorder, in 
which it is manifeſtly fatal. In fine, I hope to 
be permitted, in this labyrinth of human opi- 
nions, never to ſubject myſelf blindly to the ſen- 
timents of any other man, to look on the ſtate 
of the learned in general as a republic, and that 
a free one; and to proceed on the road to truth 
with the greater caution, the eaſier it is to ſtep 
aſide from it into the path of empiriciſm. Who 
is ignorant, that the virtues of medicaments are 
never abſolute and infallible, but merely relative, 

U 2 and 
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and depending on the nature of the malady, 


and the patient's eonſtitution; that on that ac- 
count there is ſcarce any remedy to be found 
that is univerſal in all caſes, though ſome are 
nevertheleſs poſſeſſed of very extenſive powers; 


and that in general we are not ſo much in want 


of a ſtore of medicines, as of ſkill to make a pro- 


per choice of them. 


The arguments, which phy ſicians have brought 


to defend their moſt eſteemed remedies, in the 


dyſentery, are perfectly ridiculous. Formerly 
antacids were eſteemed in the dyſentery on the 
ſtrength of that falſe maxim, that this diforder 
aroſe from an acid; for which reaſon all ſour 
things were forbidden; though nothing could 
be indicated more efficacious, with regard to 
Its ſo often putrid nature. The authors of the 
Breſlau Journal of 1699, 1700, 17o1, and 
1702, ſay very ſeriouſly: as the dyſenteric 
matter is acrid, ſharp, ſour, and irritating ; it 
is very clear, that antacids ſhould be uſed here, 
among which coral, the Sileſian terra ſigillata, 
the prepared criſtalla montana, periwinkles, 
and crabs-eyes, deſerve the preference; that is 
to ſay, remedies, which for the moſt part are 
endued with the property of increaſing the pu- 
trid nature of the dyſentery. In like manner 


we ſhall find here and there ſome of our Swiſs 


phyſicians, 


fn arr 


{ 


HE DYSENTERY. 
ohyſicians, who preſcribe nothing in our putrid 
fevers, as they are called, but theſe ſame ab- 
ſorbents : in their opinion they ſweeten the 
blood, which however. according to Dr. Prin- 
gle” s experiments, they manifeſtly render putrid, 
and in the mean while let the bilious matter, 
which ought to be evacuated, lie peaceably in 
the body. However the doctrine of acidity, 
that ancient gratuitous cauſe of all diſorders, 
was ſcarcely baniſhed ; when the phy ſicians took 
it into their heads, that it was neceſſary to make 
uſe of reſtringents in the dyſentery. Accord- 
ingly they ſelected from other aſtringents ſuch 
as at leaſt better agreed with this ſyſtem, 
k coral, burnt harts-horn, and the like; but ſad 

Wl <xperience has ſhewn us, that theſe medicines 
are not even reſtringent. The terre ſigillatæ 


% . 


Ie indeed are, and by that means ſtop the flux, 
d cauſe the heart- burn, vaſt anxiety, and often 
ic death itſelf ; they are nevertheleſs cried up as 
it the greateſt ſpecifics, and univerſal panaceæ in 
e, all dyſenteries, and are even 5 frequently pre- 
a, ſcribed in them. 

8, 
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It is certain, that ſpecifics in general cannot 
be adviſed on any foundation : for moſtly the 
perſon, who recommends them, appeals to expe- 
ment alone, in conſequence of which a an other- 

wile 
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wiſe neglected or dreaded remedy ſometimes 
- appears to do wonderful things in a diſorder, 
or according to a report often not to be relied 
a upon, has actually done them. Experiment is 
| certainly the beſt guide; when he that appeals 
to it is capable of making experiments, and 

drawing proper concluſions from them. 
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Page 14. line 13. for already, read fo early as. 
=— 1. 15. aele out. 


P. 28. 1. 8. for enſues, r. it enſues. 

P. 3e. I. 3. for are, r. is. 

P. 49. 1. 19. for atribilanious, r. atrabilarious. 
P. 108. J. 25. for premature, r. anticipating. 
P. 221. 1. 26. for the patient, r. my patient. 
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